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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


MONDAY, June 12, 1837. 

This being the day fixed on by the Proclamation of his Excellency, 
Clement C. Clay, Governor, for convening the General Assembly of the 
State of Alabama; the following members of the House of Representatives, 
appeared in the State Capitol, in the town of Tuscaloosa, and took their 
seats, to wit: 

From the county of Autauga- Samuel Simmons, Benjamin Davis 
and J ohn P. DeJ arnett. 

From the county of Baldwin- Lee Slaughter. 

From the county of Barbour- Green Beauchamp. 

From the county of Benton- J ohn Turner. 

From the county of Bibb- John Williams and William Christian. 

From the county of Blount- M.T. Johnson and Enoch Aldridge. 

From the county of Butler- Herndon L. Henderson and Henry T. 

J ones. 

From the county of Clarke- Thomas Saunders. 

From the county of Conecuh- J. V. Perryman. 

From the county of Covington and Dale- Abraham Warren. 

From the county of Dallas- Burwell Bodkins, J ohn J. Greening and 
J. M. Calhoun. 

From the county of Franklin- T. Skinner and R. A. Baker. 

From the county of Fayette- W. S. Taylor and C. Boyd. 

From the county of Greene- John May, John Erwin and W. B. Gage. 

From the county of Henry- J ames Ward and Alexander Gordon. 

From the county of Jackson- John Berry, R. S. Scott, William M. 

King, Benjamin Snodgrass. Samuel McDavid and James P. Frazier. 

From the county of Jefferson- Samuel G. McMillion and M. Kelly. 

From the county of Lawrence- John T. Abernathy, Richard Puckett, 
William Reneau and M. Priest. 

From the county of Limestone- J ohn h. J. Wynn, Asa Allen and 
F. B. Nelson. 

From the county of Lauderdale- S. C. Posey, Robert M. Patton and 
C. Carmack, Mr A. J. Hutchins the member elected from the county 
of Lauderdale, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the 
Hon. John McKinley, was qualified and took his seat. 

From the county of Lowndes- J. L. T. Cottrell, R. P. Accord and 
Alfred Harrison. 

From the county of Marengo- William J. Alston and Benjamin 
Shield. 

From the county of Madison- S. Leftwick, David Moore, Rodah 
Horton, Barham N. Booker and William Smith. 

From the county of Morgan- Milton McClanahan, MW. Lindsay 
and Riley S. Davis. 

From the Marion- Joshua Gann. 

From the county of Montgomery- A. V. Scott, John A. Campbell 
and Samuel C. Oliver. 

From the county of Monroe- Stephen R. Andrews and Arthur P. 
Bagby. 
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From the county of Mobile- J ohn F. Everett and J oseph Bates, jr. 

From the county of Perry- O.C. Eiland, Michael Wright and J ohn 
Barron. 

From the county of Pike- William F. Evans. 

From the county of Pickens- Thomas Williams, Joseph Martin and 
J eptha Spruill. 

From the county of Shelby- John M. McClanahan. 

From the county of St. Clair- Richmond Flammond and John W. 

Cobb. 

From the county of Sumter- W. W. Payne. 

From the county of Talladega- Francis Mitchell. 

From the county of Tuscaloosa- Samuel G. Frier son, Dennis Dent, 

H. W. Ellis and George W. Crabb. 

From the county of Walker- Eldridge Mallard. 

From the county of Washington- J ohn H. Owen. 

From the county of Wilcox- William H. Pledger and D. E. Smith. 

On motion of Mr Everett, Mr Erwin was called to the chair, and Gid¬ 
eon B. Frierson appointed Clerk pro tern. 

The Flouse then proceeded to the election of a Speaker: Arthur P. Bag- 
by, a Representative from Monroe county, alone being in nomination, and 
having received seventy-eight votes, that being the whole number given, 
was declared duly elected, conducted to the Chair and made his acknowl¬ 
edgements to the House, as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:- 

Contrary to every human anticipation, when we last separated in this Hall, consecrated to Leg¬ 
islative deliberations; we have again assembled under the form of the Constitution, for the purpose 
of deliberating upon matters vitally interesting, not only to the present, but to future times. I n 
resuming the duties of the station, in which I was originally placed, by your partiality and kind¬ 
ness, I beg leave to tender you my sincere thanks, for the renewed expression of confidence, and 
repeat the pledge I formerly gave to discharge the duties of the Chair impartially, to the best of 
my ability. I avail myself, also, of this occasion, to express the hope which I confidently cher¬ 
ish, that our deliberations in the present and interesting crisis of our affairs, may be aharac- 
terised by a spirit of unanimity and good feeling, and of beseeching the Supreme Ruler of the 
Universe to over-rile and direct all our proceedings, to the futherence of ihe great ends of sub¬ 
stantial justice, and the welfare and happiness of the people. 

He was then qualified and entered upon the duties of his office. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a principal Clerk: Gideon 
B. Frierson alone being in nomination, was duly elected, qualified and en¬ 
tered upon the duties of his office. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a Door-keeper: J ohn Tatum 
alone being in nomination, was duly elected, qualified and entered upon the 
duties of his office. 

The House then proceeded to the election of an assistant Clerk: Henry 
L. Martin alone being in nomination, and having received the whole num¬ 
ber of votes given, was declared duly elected, qualified and entered upon 
the duties of his office. 

The House then proceeded to the election of a Messenger: whereupon 
J ames Rather was duly elected, qualified and entered upon the discharge 
of the duties of his office. 

Mr Berry offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the rules of 
this House, heretofore adopted, be the rules of the present session; which 
was adopted. Ordered that ninety copies of said rules be printed for te 
use of members of this House. 

On motion of Mr Oliver, Resolved, that the Senate be informed that the 



House of Representatives have met according to the governor's Procla¬ 
mation, and have elected the Hon. A. P. Bagby their Speaker, Gideon B. 
Frier son their Principal Clerk, Henry L. Martin their Assistant Clerk, J ohn 
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Tatom their Door-keeper, J ames Rather their Messenger and are now 
ready to proceed to business. Ordered that the Clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

A Message was received form the Senate, by Mr Connor, their Secre¬ 
tary: Mr Speaker- I am instructed by the Senate to inform the House of 
Represnetatives that a quorum of the Senate have convened in the Senate 
Chamber, and are now ready to proceed to the discharge of public business. 

Ordered that the said message lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr Frierson, Resolved, that a committee be appointed on 
the part of the House, to act with such committee as may be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellency, the Governor, and in¬ 
form him that the two Houses are now organized, and ready to receive any 
communication his Excellency may see cause to make: Whereupon Messrs. 

Frierson, Shields and Owen were appointed said committee. 

Mr Davis of A. offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the Ed¬ 
itors or Reporters of all the newspapers in this State, be permitted seats 
within the bar of this House, for the purpose of taking the proceedings of 
the present session. 

Mr Carmack moved to strike out the word "State," where it occurs in 
said resolution, with a view to insert in lieu thereof the word "city;" which 
was lost. The resolution was then adopted. 

A message was received form the Senate, by Mr Connor, their Secre¬ 
tary: Mr Speaker- The Senate have adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed on the part of the Senate, to act 
with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, to inform his Excellency, the Governor, that the two Houses 
are now organized, and ready to receive any communication he may wish 
to make; in which they ask the concurrence of the House of Representa¬ 
tives. They have appointed on their part Messrs. Hudson, Smith and 
Burke; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr Reseau, Resolved, that the Door-keeper of this House 
be instrcuted to contract for stationary for the use of the present General 
Assembly. 

Mr Spruill offered the following resolution, Resolved, that during the 
extra session of the present General Assembly, no business of a local char¬ 
acter will be acted on by the House of Representatives; which resolution 
on motion of Mr Erwin was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr Campbell offered the following resolution: 

1. Resolved That the constitution of the United States provides tat no State shall coin mo¬ 
ney, emit bills of credit, make any thing but gold and silver, a tender in payment of debts, or 
pass any law impairing the obligation of contracts; and that the constitution of the State of Aal- 
bama requires that all courts shall be open, and every person for an injury done to him in his 
land, goods, person or reputation, shall have remedy by due course of law, and right and justice 
administered without sale, denial or delay. That no embarassment however general in the 
pecuniary condition of our citizens, and no extremity of individual suffering can absolve the 
General Assembly of this State from an observance of these constitutional provisions. That the 
relation between parties to legal contracts cannot be determined by legislative action: That eve¬ 
ry citizens has the right to prosecute or defend any civil action on our courts of justice; and no 
alteration in the modes of proceeding can be made by the General Assembly impairing their ef¬ 
ficiency without a violation of the spirit of the constitution-as it will tend to produce delay and 
often a denial of right and justice. 

2. Resolved, That in times of distress and difficulty, growing out of pecuniary embarrass¬ 
ments, and confidence withdrawn, it should be the care of those entrusted with the powers of the 
State to re-assure the public creditor, and to preserve the public faith from any stain. That the 



debt of this State was created upon the pledge of its faith to discharge it in a currency of as¬ 
certained value and of universal credit, susceptible of no alteration injurious to the creditor by 
any act of its Government. That it is the duty of the General Assembly so to provide that the 
faith of the State Shall receive no prejudice by a want of integrity in the fulfillment of this 
pledge. 

3. Resolved, That by the constitution of the State of Alabama it is provided that no bank shall 
be chartered unless the State and individual stockholders shall be liable respectively for the 
debts of the bank in proportion to the stock holden therein, and that the charters of the bank of 
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the State of Alabama and its several branches contain a pledge of the faith and credit of the 
State for their support, for a supply of any deficiency of the funds specifically pledged for a dis¬ 
charge of their liabilities and to indemnify their creditors against losses from such deficiency. 

That the control and management of these institutions has been confided to agents appointed by 
the General Assembly and acting under its supervision. 

That therefore it is the duty of the General Assembly to take such measures as will strength¬ 
en the ability of the banks, to re-establish their credit, to inspire confident in their solvency 
and to compel a restoration of specie payment at as early a period as practicable, consistent with 
the safety of the banks, and the permanent interests of the community. 

4. Resolved, That in consequence of the embarrassments that prevail throughout the country, 
individual credit is prostrated and confidence destroyed. That the prices of property, produce and 
labor have experienced an enormous and unforeseen reduction. That suits for the collection of 
money have greatly increased, and that sales of property at ruinous sacrifices must occur. 

That the resources of our people under these multiplied disasters have become paralyzed- that 
these resources are abundant - and that their accustomed enterprize, industry and economy will 
be fully adequate to relive the largest class of sufferers from all embarrassment, if time is af 
forded for their exertion. That it is the opinion of this body, that the Genreal Assembly have no 
power to assume the payment of the debts of any portion of its citizens or to impose them as a 
burthen upon the State; and that it would be neither just nor expedient, to provide any fund for 
this purpose save the separate property of the debtor- but that in strict subordination to this 
principle, that it is within the competency of the General Assembly to extend the credit of the 
State and apply its resources to revive individual credit, and to enable solvent debtors to appro¬ 
priate their resources extricate them from their present embarrassments. That such a policy 
will afford extensive relief, will secure to the creditor the fulfilment of their obligations to him, 
will spare costs and expenses to the debtor, and stimulate his industry and enterprise without 
impairing the credit or resources of the State. 

5. Resolved, That a committee on eighteen members be appointed to report by bill or other¬ 
wise in accordance with the principles of these resolutions. 

Mr Calhoun moved to lay the resolution on the table, and that two hun¬ 
dred copies thereof be printed, for the use of the members of this House. 

Ordered that said resolution be made the special order of the day for com¬ 
mittee of the whole on Wednesday next. 

Mr Frierson from the committee on the part of the House, to act with 
such committee as might be appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait 
upon his excellency, the Governor, and inform him of the organization of 
the two Houses, and their readiness to receive any communication from 
him, report that they have performed the duties assigned them, and re¬ 
ceived for answer that he will make a communication in writing in twenty 
minutes, to the two Houses. 

The annual communication of his Excellency, the Governor, was han¬ 
ded in at the speaker's Chair, by C. C. lay, jr. his Private Secretary, 
ane then he withdrew; which communication is as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TUSCALOOSA, June 13, 1837. 

FELLOW CITIZENS OF THE SENATE, AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:-- 

At the period of your last adjournment, our State, and our country, generally, were in the en¬ 
joyment of almost unequalled prosperity. The planter had, for several preceding years, received 
most liberal and encouraging prices for our staple. Our merchants, and all others engaged in 
trade, had made, and were still receiving, large profits. Every department of business had flour¬ 
ished, and the enterprising and industrious, of all classes, had been abundantly rewarded. Then, 
and for some time afterwards, almost universal credit and confidence prevailed. No one antici¬ 
pated, and no one was prepared for the overwhelming reverse, which was so speedily to follow. 

We all now see, and feel, the general prostration of credit and confidence, which has been pro¬ 
duced by a few short months, all calculation has been baffled and disappointed, and were are 



forced to realize that the planter, who was but the other day prosperous and happy, and the mer¬ 
chant who was buoyant with hope, and apparently well founded expectations of wealth and se¬ 
curity, are now involved in pecuniary liabilities, from which it is impracticable, immediately, to ex¬ 
tricate themselves. 

It is not universally true, that to know the cause of a disease is also to comprehend the means of 
cure; yet, it may not be wholly unprofitable, to recur to the source of our present difficulties, and 
embarrassments.- Were it ever proper, this is no time to indulge in any want of frankness. There 
is no doubt, in my opinion, that the very inception of the insupportable pressure, which now af¬ 
flicts, us may be found in a redundant circulation. Banks, and Banking capital, and Bank is¬ 
sues and accommodations, had accumulated, and had been extended immensely beyond their former 
number and amount. In consequence, money became too abundant and too cheap, and every 
thing else rose far above its intrinsic value. Appearances of prosperity were imposting, flattering 
and deceptive; insomuch, that many who had before been distinguished for a prudent caution, fell 
into error, and the prevailing false estimate of the worth of property. The merchant was misled 
by an erroneous appreciation of the available capital of the country, and extended his purchases 
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and his credit inordinately. The planter was induced, by the delusive hope of continued high 
prices for our staple, to make purchases of land and negroes at the most exorbitant reates. The 
confident expectation was indulged, that, while the increase of the manufacture, and consumption 
of that staple, kept pace with the increase of its production, there would be no decline of proxies; 
and many of those, who had most credit and enterprise, have become most deeply involved. 

Under these discouraging circumstances, as was reasonably to be expected, many of our fel¬ 
low citizens began to search out and devise expedients. They held numerous public meetings, to 
deliberate on the evils, by which they were surrounded, and their appropriate remedies.- A very 
large majority of those who met for this purpose, directed their attention to the Legislature, and 
fixed their hopes upon the assemble wisdom of the State. Whilst waiting for developments, and 
pausing for the indications of public sentiment- the power of the Executive to convene the Legis¬ 
lature being limited to "extraordinary occasions"- the run upon our banks became so universal, 
as to furnish new evidence of the loss of public confidence; and, on the 10th of May, the Branch 
of the State Bank at Montgomery, found it necessary to suspend the payment of specie. So soon 
as this intelligence reached the seat of government, I felt assured the pressure on our other Bank¬ 
ing institutions would greatly increase and that a general suspension would probably soon follow. 
Hence, In no longer doubted, it had become my imperative duty, to call you together, with all con¬ 
venient despatch. Results have shown how well founded were may apprehensions. On the 12th 
ultimo, all the Banks in Mobile ceased to redeem their notes in specie; and by the 25th, inclusive, 
every Bank in the State had suspended. 

I am not amongst the number, if there be any, who believe the country can be immediately 
legislated out of difficulties. But, much as we feel our inability to disentangle ourselves by a sin¬ 
gle effort, and rise, at once, above our misfortunes, there is no cause for despair. Our agricultu¬ 
ral resources are not only abundant, but inexhaustible; and under the control of a people, distin¬ 
guished for intelligence, skill and industry. It must, however, in the nature of things, require 
time and assiduity, to create means, and economy and prudence in their application, to extricate 
us form the pecuniary embarrassments, which now oppress, and bear us down. Time, with pa¬ 
tience, perseverance and discretion, will conquer all our difficulties; and, in due season, reinstate 
us in the comfortable enjoyment of a proud independence. It has been truly said that "adversity 
teaches wisdom." May we not derive encouragement from the reflection, that the lesson ow 
taught us will inspire us with a more discreet judgment, and prudent forecast, hereafter? 

The position which our Banks have been thus compelled to assume, presents for your consider¬ 
ation questions of the deepest interest to the State. The Constitution declares, "in case any Bank 
or Branch Bank shall neglect, or refuse to pay, on demand any bill, note or obligation, issued by 
the corporation, according to the promise therein expressed, the holder of any such note, bill, or 
obligation, shall be entitled to receive and recover interest thereon, until the same shall be paid, or 
specie payments are resumed by said Bank, at the rate of twelve per cent, per annum, fro the 
date of such demand, unless the General Assembly shall sanction such suspension of specie 
payments, and the General Assembly shall have power, after such neglect, or refusal, to adopt 
such measures as they may deem proper, to protect and secure the rights of all concerned, and 
to declare the charter of such Bank forfeited.” 

The first question which presents itself is, whether the Legislature should "sanction the sus¬ 
pension of specie payments?” The framers of the Constitution obviously acted on the presume- 
tion that contingencies might happen to render a suspension justifiable, else they would never 
have confided to the General Assembly the discretionary power to sanction such a step. Upon 
the question whether such contingencies have occurred, I entertain no doubt. Similar institutions 
from one end of the Union to the other have been compelled to pursue the same course.- Every 
new suspension increased the general panic, and confirmed and rendered more universal the pre- 
vously existing want of confidence.- The alternative, distinctly presented, was to suspend, or 
submit to be drained of every dollar of specie- some to be carried out of the Country, some to 
be hoarded up, and some to be used for the oppression of the community. It is believed the Banks 
generally are safely secured in all, or the greater portion of the debts due them, and some (it is 
hoped most) of them have sufficient specie to resume regular operations whenever the crisis shall 
have passed, and confidence is restored. In the meantime, it will be in their power, in cases of 
indispensable necessity, to minister to the relief of those who might otherwise be subjected to a ru- 



inous sacrifice of property. Besides, our paper currency is as sound, ad entitled to as high cred¬ 
it, as that of any other State in the Union. With these views, and such information as I possess 
in regard to the management of the several Banks, I do not hesitate to recommend your sanction 
of the suspensions which have taken place, and that you adopt such regulations, as to the time, 
and manner, in which the Banks shall resume specie payments, leaving to the several Boards of 
Directors such reasonable discretion, as may seem expedient. 

The propriety of restraining the Banks from excessive issues of paper will also be apparent, as 
one of the regulations, indispensable to preserve the value and soundness of our currency, as 
well as to hasten the resumption of specie payments. 

The Constitution having delegated to you the power, amongst others, "to declare the charter of 
such Bank (suspending specie payments forfeited," every such institution in the State has be¬ 
come subject to Legislative control. You can either declare the charter of any one, or more of 
them, forfeited, or you can impose such new regulations and restrictions, as you may think proper. 

IN the exercise of this discretionary power, you will doubtless deem it advisable to place your¬ 
selves in possession of all the information, necessary to a safe determination. The power of the 
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Commissioners, authorised to be appointed by the Executive, to make examination of the several 
Banks, and Branches, is limited to the "two months immediately preceding the annual meeting 
of the General Assembly;” Consequently, no report of that description can be expected at the 
present session. But the several Banks have been requested to present statements for your con¬ 
sideration, to be sustained by examinations of gentlemen of know intelligence and respectabili¬ 
ty, and will no doubt pursue that course. The Legislature having this unlimited control over the 
Banks, and having been invited to assemble before any proceeding in the Courts county take place 
I thought it unnecessary to give any notice to the solicitors of the Circuits, in which they are re¬ 
spectively situated, or to direct any movement against them in the nature of a quo warranto. 

The general suspension of specie payments, at tone, suggested the idea of relief from the ex¬ 
isting pressure in a mode, which had not before been contemplated, and which would probably be 
more extensively efficient, than any other, heretofore suggested. It is thought the debtors to the 
Banks will compromise much the larger portion of those, who have sufficient property, but are 
embarrassed beyond their present means. If the suspensions should received your sanction- the 
Banks being no longer bound to redeem their notes on presentment, or subject to any penalty for 
failing to do so- there will not be the same necessity for coercing payment from their debtors, so 
far as concerns the debts due to the State Bank, or its Branches, no constitutional obstacle to its 
indulgence is presented. Persons who owe those Banks are, in fact, the debtors of the State, 
which may, of course, give time at discretion, as much as individual creditors. The two Banks, 
in which there are private stockholders, would no doubts fall into any plan of this kind required of 
the others, but being subject to a forfeiture of their charters, if you think proper so to declare, 
they may be required to grant like terms to their debtors, as one of the conditions upon which 
they may be permitted to retain their Banking privileges. If this course should be adopted, none 
could reasonably expect, or ought to be embraced, without furnishing most ample security, of such 
description, and in such manner, as you may in your wisdom prescribe- either real or personal, 
or both. 

It is presumable that our Banks can resume specie payments, with the ability to sustain 
themselves, before the cotton crop of the present year can get to market and be sold; and this 
cannot take place, much short of twelve months. It has therefore occurred to me that it might 
be proper to authorise the Banks to continue their suspensions for that period. The debts due to 
them might be divided, according to their amount, into two or three annual instalments, if desired. 
Small debts might be divided into two instalments, whilst larger ones should probable be divided 
into three. The first instalment should be made payable sufficiently in advance of the period 
fixed for resumption, to place the Banks in funds, before that event is required to take place. It 
is confidently believed that this course would be consistent with the ultimate safety of the Banks, 
and that all their debtors, who are solvent, may in this manner, be relieved from measures of im¬ 
mediate coercion, discharge their liabilities, and retain their property. 

The principal modes of alleviation which have been proposed, by the various public meeting, 
are the issuance of State bonds, or Post notes by the Banks, payable at long dates. Such has been 
the unanimity, with which the former more particularly, has been urged, that I feel it my especial 
duty to present the plan, with a candid expression of my own views. 

The proposition in regard to State-bonds, originally contemplated their being made redeemable 
twenty years after date and bearing interest at the rate of six per centum, payable semi-annual¬ 
ly. I am pleased to find, however, that this plan, on more mature reflection, seems to have been 
modified by general consent, as to the time of redemption, and the rate of interest. Upon the first 
suggestion, I thought, if such a measure were resorted to, at all, it should be made merely tempo- 
rary-to meet, and passe of with the crisis- and not engrafted permanently on our established sys¬ 
tem of policy. 

It appeared to me there were insuperable objections to the creation of a debt of eight or ten mil¬ 
lions, to hand over the State of 20 years, to relieve a sudden pressure, that might cease to exist 
in three, or four years at farthest. Again, I could not believe bonds, bearing an interest of six 
per centum; likely to find purchasers or command money, at their par value- knowing as I did, 
that a large proportion of the five pre cent, bonds, issued under a law of the session before last, 
had been in market ten or twelve months, and remained unsold. 



If relieve should be sought through the medium of State Bonds, the most plausible mode, in my 
opinion, which has been suggested, is to lend or sell them to no one, except to be sued for the pay¬ 
ment of debts; to make them redeemable in four or five years, bearing interest at the rate of 8 per. 
cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, to let 20 per cent of the aggregate of the principal be 
payable annually by the State; and twenty-five per cent, at the same periods by the borrowers.- 
The bonds might be drawn by annual instalments on their faces, or in distinct sums payable at the 
expiration of one, two or more years. On this plan, it will be perceived, the borrowers would be 
obliged to pay, annually, five per cent more of the principal than the State; and if the State should 
be bound to pay the whole amount ie five years, the borrowers would be required to extinguish the 
debt to the State in one year less. To ensure punctual payments, besides personal security, liens 
might be taken on unencumbered real estate to double the amount; and the bond or obligation be 
given the force and effect of a judgment, upon which execution should issue in default of paying the 
instalment falling due on any part thereof. As such a measure would be merely intended to re¬ 
lieve the debtor class, and not as any part of our system of Banking, the State would not, per¬ 
haps, expect or desire a profit: but to cove the expense, incident to the preparation of the Bonds, 
the borrower might be required to pay the half one per centum, at the time of the loan. 
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It is believed that a large portion of the monied capital of the country has been withdrawn from 
circulation, and hoarded up, for want of confidence in Banks, as well as individuals, and that se¬ 
curities of this undoubted character, bearing a fair rate of interest, would unlock this capital, and 
bring it again into active usefulness. It is also maintained that such bonds would serve as a me¬ 
dium of exchange, paying the debts due from our merchants, in the commercial cities, and ena¬ 
bling them to extend indulgence to their numerous debtors. If there be reasonable assurance that 
these benefits would result from the measure proposed, it is certainly worthy of adoption- the 
State having adequate guaranty of indemnity. No good reason can be perceived for withholding 
the aid, or protection of the State, to individual citizens, if it can be afforded without loss, or in¬ 
jury to the public interest. If, however, as some apprehend, such bonds would not answear the 
purpose of exchange, but would depreciate in value far below their nominal amount, and become 
a mere commodity of traffic and speculation, they would fall short of the desirable object in view, 
and might operate prejudicially to the credit of the State. At all events, if issued, the amount 
might be much more limited than was proposed, in the first instance, and before the payment of 
specie was suspended; and be used only as auxiliary to the relief which may now be afforded 
through the Banks. 

The principal of interposing the credit of the State for individual benefit, or convenience, did 
not originate with the present exigency; though it is so far modified as to loan state bonds, instead 
of selling them, and instead of lending State Bank bills. It is substituting paper of the State of 
a different form from that in common use, for like purposes. The State Bank and its four Branch¬ 
es are the exclusive property, and have been almost entirely founded on the credit of the State. 

Much the larger portion of Capital employed in them has been obtained by the sale of State bonds. 
Every bill issued by any of those Banks derives its value and usefulness from the pledged faith and 
credit of the State: consequently, every individual, who borrows bills emitted by any of them, is 
permitted to avail himself of the credit of the State, to sustain his own, or pay his debts. Without 
the lights of experience, and feeling a just diffidence in my own judgment, I have endeavored to 
present the subject fairlyf in all its bearings, and must refer to the question, of the project proposed, 
to your more enlightened determination. 

The idea of post notes, payable at distance days, appears to be justly abandoned. To issue a 
large amount of them would, I think, inevitable give us a depreciated currency, and probably affect 
the credit of our Banks injuriously. No measure having those tendencies can be adopted with 
safety or propriety. 

From an intimation given in a former part of this communication, you will not be surprised 
when I express my conviction, that an increase of Banking Capital, at present, is not a feasible 
or suitable mode of relief. It would, perhaps, be impracticable at this period of universal pres¬ 
sure, to extend the Capital or number of our State Baks, on the plan heretofore pursued. The 
large amount of five per cent bonds, issued to increase the Capital of the State Bank, and its 
Branches, and to pay the State Stock in the Bank of Mobile, which could not be disposed of, du¬ 
ring the prosperous time of last year, and which still remains unsold, shows, conclusively, that 
any attempt to raise Capital in that mode, would be abortive- and no other has been suggested. 

And, were it deemed expedient to charter a private Stock Bank, whence could individuals obtain 
gold or silver, to pay in half the Capital Stock subscribed for, as required by the Constitution, 
when the vaults of almost every Bank in the Union are closed, and commercial confidence is pros¬ 
trated? 

I regret to find that some are disposed to re-charter the Bank of the United States, as a remedy 
for existing evils. It is due to candor and my own sense of duty, to say emphatically, that, in my 
opinion, "the remedy would be worse than the disease." I am opposed to such a measure, and 
equally averse to the establishment of any other Bank on the same principles. The Bank of the 
United States did not prevent the commercial revulsion of 1819, it did not avert the pressure of 
1825; nor, (though it is still in my operation with a slight addition to its name, with the same capital, 
and perhaps as many agencies as it had Branches,) has it arrested or cured the afflicting distresses 
of 1837. In common with the other Banks, it has been forced to prolong its existence by suspend- 
ding specie payments. 

I ndependently of the absence of any express warrant in the constitution, for the grant of such 



a charter by Congress, I believe the tendency of such a Bank is alike dangerous to the purity 
and stability of our institution. We have but recently sen its capacity to do evil. We have 
witnessed its sudden expansions and contractions of accommodations; its intermeddling with elec¬ 
tions and political affairs; its corrupting influence over the press; its refusal to pay over the public 
funds, and setting the officers of the Government at defiance; its menaces, through its friends, of 
civil war and revolution; its power to excite dismay and panic in the very midst of prosperity and 
shake our institutions to their very foundations. Its recharter would perpetuate its power, shall 
we be induced by mere pecuniary embarrassments, which are tempory in their nature, to adopte 
an expedient we have found so full of danger, hazard the permanency of the best government ever 
devised; and jeopard the freedom of prosperity? I know it is too natural for those who are strug¬ 
gling with difficulties which threaten to overwhelm them, to lay hold on any remedy which may 
seem to promise relief; but I trust and believe, the enlightened freemen of Alabama, will be found 
guarding their rights and safety with ceaseless vigilance, and repelling with inflexible firmness, 
every attempt, open or insidious, to subject them to the power of a monied corporation. 

It is gratifying to perceive amongst our fellow citizens, of all classes, that high tones moral feel¬ 
ings, unmoved by adverse circumstance, and that paramount regard for the principles of our con- 
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stitution, which have been evinced in all their discussions and deliberations upon the pressure of 
the times. So far from suggesting or recommending as a remedy, any measure tending to "im¬ 
pair the obligation of contracts,” or to "make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in pay¬ 
ment of debts,' they have uniformly repelled any such inference, by the most express and une¬ 
quivocal disclaimers. The universal object appears to be to devise the means of alleviating pecu¬ 
niary distress, without impeding the regular operation of the laws, or of the judicial tribunals.- 
With such avowals, and a consistent regard for the salutary constraints of fundamental law, con¬ 
fidence in the good faith and credit of the State, as well as of her citizens, individually, must not 
only remain unimpaired, but be confirmed and augmented. I trust it will ever be the proud boast 
of Alabama, that whatever dangers may threaten, or evil overtake us, her honor and integrity 
shall forever remain untarnished. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the law regulating elections for representatives to 
Congress. As it now stands, the Sheriffs of the several counties composing each district, are only 
required to "meet on the third Monday in September, next after each election,” to examine and 
compare the polls, and make out the requisite certificate of the result. To enable our representa¬ 
tives to arrive at the seat of the General Government on the first Monday in September, when 
Congress is required to assemble by the President's proclamation, it will probably be necessary for 
the returning officers to meet, for that purpose, as early as the 16th or 17th of August. A change 
of the law to that effect, so far as regards the ensuing election, will be indispensable to give the 
State her representation in the House, at the commencement of the session. 

Two instalments of the sum payable to the State, under the act of Congress, entitled "an act to 
regulate the deposites of the public money”- amounting in the aggregate to $446,057 86- have 
been received by the Treasurer, and certificates of deposite issued therefor, in conformity to the 
provision of the act passed at your last session, entitled "an act to authorise the Treasurer to re¬ 
ceive that portion of the revenue of the united States, allotted to this State.” 

This being a special meeting of the Legislature, induced by extraordinary causes, to which I 
have adverted, and considering the seasons unfavorable to a protracted session, or long continued 
deliberations, I have thought it proper to pass by many subjects of interest which might; other¬ 
wise, have been submitted. 

The exigency o the occasion is calculated to cal forth our best energies. The situation of our 
country demands our united counsels, and most zealous exertions-disregarding less important 
matters of controversy. Not doubting that an enlightened liberality will preside over your delib¬ 
erations, I most devoutly trust the results of your labors may surpass the most sanguine expecta¬ 
tions of our constituents, in restoring confidence, prosperity and happiness. C.C. CLAY. 

Ordered that one thousand copies thereof be printed for the use of this 
House. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the record and proceedings had in 
the circuit court of the county of Dallas, containing the decree of said court, 
divorcing Rebecca Beaty, from her husband Ezekiel A. Beaty; which was 
read and ordered to lay on the table. 

Mr Evans introduced the following resolution: Resolved, that the fol¬ 
lowing standing committees be appointed for and during the present ses¬ 
sion, to wit: A committee on Privileges and Elections; on Ways and 
Means; on the J udiciary; on the State Bank; on Education; on Military 
Affairs; on Proposition and Grievances; on Roads, Bridges and Ferries; 
on Inland Navigation; on County Boundaries; on Divorce and Alimony, 
and on State Printed. Mr Davis of A. moved to amend by adding there¬ 
to, "and a committee on the present condition and embarrassment of the 
State during the term of the present session.” Mr Ellis moved to lay the 
resolution and amendment on the table; which was lost. The amendment 
was then adopted. Mr Erwin moved to amend by adding thereto the fol¬ 
lowing: "A committee on Enrolled Bills and a committee on Accounts.” 

Mr Oliver moved to amend the amendments by adding thereto the follow¬ 
ing: "A committee on Rail Roads;” which was carried. The resolution 



as amended was then adopted, and the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
10 o'clock. 

TUESDAY; J une 13.- A message was received from his Excellency, the 
Governor, by C. C. Clay, his Private Secretary; which is as follows: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TUSCALOOSA, June 13, 1837. 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY" 

I have to inform you that during your recess, I have appointed P. T. Harriss, judge of the first 
judicial circuit; Ezekiel Pickens, judge of the second; Peter Martin, judge of the third; Daniel Cole- 
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man, judge of the fourth; Anderson Crenshaw, judge of the sixth; Samuel Chapman, judge of the 
seventh, William D. Pickett, judge of the eighth, and Eli short ridge, judge of the ninth; to fill 
vacancies which had occurred by resignations in said circuits, respectively. 

I have also appointed Henry T. Scruggs, to be judge of the county court of Sumter, J ames 
Bett, to bejudge of the county court of Dallas; Lewis Wyette, to be judge of the county court of Mar¬ 
shall, and J ohn T. Harraway, to be judge of the county court of Lauderdale, to fill vacancies oc¬ 
casioned by the resignation of the late incumbents in said several counties. 

I have received a communication from the Hon. J ohn McKinley, resigning his seat in the sen¬ 
ate of the United States, a copy of which is herewith presented. 

The Hon. Arthur F. Hopkins, resigned his office as judge of the supreme court on the sixth inst 
and I have not thought proper to fill the vacancy, as you were to assemble at so early a day. 

At the request of the respective Chief Magistrates of those States, I have the honor to present 
herewith certain resolutions, adopted by the Legislatures of New Hampshire, Vermont and Ma¬ 
ryland, together with reports and resolutions of the Legislatures of Maine and Georgia. 

I also lay before you, for your consideration, a communication from Major General Macomb, 
U.S.A. accompanied by a system of tactics, prepared under his supervision, by Captain Cooper, 
for the use of the militia. From the cursory examination, I have been enable to give this work. 

I am inclined to believe that it would conduce greatly to the disciple amongst our citizen solders, 
if brought into general use. C.C. CLAY. 

Mr Campbell moved to lay the message, together with all the accompa¬ 
nying documents, (except the resolutions from the Legislature of the State 
of Vermont) on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Payne offered the following resolution, Resolved, that the resolu¬ 
tion transmitted to this Assembly by the Governor of Vermont, is an in¬ 
solent and impertinent interference with matters which do not concern 
them, and as such will not be acted upon by this House ; and that the Gov- 
error be requested to return to the Governor of Vermont, the resolutions 
from that State, together with this resolution. Mr Campbell moved to post¬ 
pone the resolution offered by Mr Payne, until Monday next. Mr Erwin 
moved to postpone the resolution offered by Mr Payne, together with the 
resolutions therein mentioned, till the first Monday in November next; 
which was lost. The question recurred on Mr Campbell's motion; which 
was lost. Mr Campbell moved to refer Mr Payne's resolution, together 
with those of the Legislature of Vermont, to a select committee; which was 
carried; Whereupon Messrs. Payne, Campbell and Ellis, were appointed 
said committee. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr Childless, their Assis¬ 
tant Secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate have adopted the following reso¬ 
lution: Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Represnta- 
tives, the two Houses will assembly in the Representative Hall, to-day at 
twelve o' clock, for the purpose of electing a judge of the supreme court, to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of A. F. Hopkins Esq.; which 
was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr Campbell, Resolved, that so much of the vote of yes¬ 
terday as provided for the appointment of a committee in relation to the 
embarrassments of the community be reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr Calhoun, Resolved, that the Senate be now invited to 
assembly forthwith, in the Representative Hall to go into the election of a 
supreme court judge. 

The Senate then repaired to the Hal of the House of Representatives, 
and took their seats. The Hon. J ohn J. Armand alone being in nomination 
and having received one hundred and fourteen votes, that being the whole 
number given, Mr Speaker declared him duly elected judge of the supreme 
court, for the time specified by law. 



Mr Speaker laid before the House, a report of the President pro tern of 
the Planters and Merchants Bank of Mobile. Mr Davis moved to lay 
the report on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a report from the Cashier of the 
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Branch of the Ban of the State of Alabama at Mobile, and the report of 
the President of the Bank of the State of Alabama; which were severally 
read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Campbell, Resolved, that a special committee of eigh¬ 
teen members, (two from each judicial circuit, be appointed by the Speak¬ 
er of the House of Representatives, to confer with a committee on the 
part of the Senate, to which shall be referred all questions in relation to 
the embarrassments that exist in the pecuniary condition of the citizens of 
this State, the policy to be adopted in relation to the State Banks, the pay¬ 
ment of interest upon the State Bonds, and measures for the relief of the 
community, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Priest introduced a bill for the relief of the purchasers of the land at the 
Land Office at Courtland; which was read the first time, and the constitu¬ 
tional rule being suspended, it was read the second time forthwith, an re¬ 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Priest, Posey and Aber¬ 
nathy. 

Mr Campbell moved to reconsider the vote taken on the adoption of a res¬ 
olution heretofore adopted, requiring the Speaker of the House to appoint a 
special committee, consisting of eighteen members; two from each judicial 
circuit in this State, to act jointly with such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the Senate, to take into consideration, and to whom shall 
be referred, all questions in relation to the embarrassments that exist in a 
pecuniary condition of the citizens of this State, the policy to be adopted 
in relation to the State Banks, the payment of interest upon the State Bonds, 
and measures for the relief of the community, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise; which was carried. Mr Campbell moved to amend the same, 
by adding the word "Speaker," after "the;” which was carried, the 
resolution was then adopted: Whereupon Messrs. Campbell, Everett, 

Saunders, Calhoun, Eiland, Ellis, Erwin, Posey, Skinner, Smith, Lindsay, 

Henderson, Beauchamp, Shields, Williams, Davis of A. Hammond and 
Mitchell, were appointed said committee. 

Mr Crabb introduced a bill, to amend an act entitled an act to amend and 
consolidate the laws on the subject of public roads, approved, December 
23d, 1836; which was read the first time. Mr Calhoun moved to lay the 
bill on the table; which was carried. Yeas 49, nays 36: 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Baldrige alien Alston Baker Barron Beauchamp Calhoun Campbell Christian Clough 
Cottrell Eiland Evans Everett Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson Horton Hutchins J ones 
Kelly Leftwick Lindsay Martin May McClanahan of M. McClanahan of S. Accord McHenry 
Mitchell Nelson Owen Patton Priest Reseau Saunders Shields Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of 
W. Spruill Turner Ward Williams of P. Wright and Wynn. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Berry Boyd Boykin Carmack Cobb Crabb Davis 
of A. Davis of M. Dent DeJ arnett Ellis Erwin Frazier Frierson Gage Gann Hammond J ohnson 
King Mallard McDavid McMillion Moore Oliver Payne Perryman Posey Puckett Scott of J. 

Scott of M. Simmons Skinner Snodgrass Taylor Warren and Williams of B. 

The House then proceeded to the election of an Engrossing Clerk; 

Charles J. Cummins, Daniel Peyton, A. R. Thompson and W. P Will¬ 
iamson being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr Cummins, are Messrs. Abernathy Alston Baker Barron Boykin Chris¬ 
tian Clough Cottrell Crabb Dent Ellis Erwin Gage Horton Kelly Lindsay McClanahan of S. 

McHenry Mitchell Moore Owen Patton Payne Posey Puckett Saunders Shields Simmons Skin¬ 
ner Slaughter Smith of M. and Smith of W. 33 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr Peyton, are Messrs Speaker alien Booker Boyd Boykin Carmack 
Davis of M. Eiland Gann Gordon Hammond Henderson J ones Leftwich Mallard McClanahan 
of M. Accord Nelson Oliver Perryman Priest Reneau Scott of M. Spruill Taylor Ward War- 



ren Williams of B. William of P. and Wynn. 28 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr Thompson, are Messrs. Beauchamp Campbell Davis of A. Evans 
Frierson Harrison and Martin 7 votes. 
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Those who voted for Mr Williamson, are Messrs. Baldrige, Berry Cobb Dejarnett Everett 
Frazier Greening Hutchings J ohnson King May McDavid, McMillion Scott of J. Snodgrass and 
Wright. 16 votes. 

Neither one of the gentlemen having received a constitutional majority, 
the House then proceeded to a second balloting. Mr Thompson being 
withdrawn. 

Those who voted for Mr Cummins, are Messrs. Abernathy Alston Baker Barron Boykin Cmap- 
bell Christian Clough Cottrell Crabb Dent Ellis Erwin Frier son Gage Horton Kelly Lindsay may 
McClannahan of S. McHenry Mitchell Moore Owen Patton Payne Perryman Posey Puckett 
Saunders Shields Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. and Ward. 37 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr Peyton, are Messrs. Speaker Allen Beauchamp Boyd Calhoun Car¬ 
mack Davis of A. Davis of M. Eiland Evans Gann Gordon Hammond Harrison Henderson 
Hutchins J ones Leftwich Mallard Martin McClannahan of M. Accord Nelson Oliver Priest 
Reneau Scott of J. Scott of M. Spruill Taylor Warren Williams of B. Williams of P. and Wynn 
34 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr Williamson, are Messrs. Baldrige Berry Everett Frazier J ohnson 
Greening King McDavid McMillion Snodgrass Turner and Wright. 13 votes. 

Neither of the gentlemen having received a constitutional majority-Mr 
Williamson being withdran; the House then proceeded to a third ballotting. 

Those who voted for Mr Cummins, are Messrs. Abernathy Alston Bake Barron Boykin 
Campbell Christian Clough Cobb Cottrell Crabb Dent Ellis Erwin Everett Frier son Gage Greening 
Horton Kelly Lindsay May McClannahan of S. McHenry Mitchell Moore Owen Patton Payne 
Perryman Posey Puckett Saunders Shields Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. 
Wardand Wright. 40 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr Peyton, are Messrs Speaker Aldridge Allen Beauchamp Berry Boyd 
Calhoun Carmack Davis of A. Davis of M. Eiland Evans Frazier Gann Gordon Hammond Har¬ 
rison Henderson Hutchins J ohnson King Leftwich Mallard Martin McClanahan of M. Mc¬ 
Cord McDavid McMillion Nelson Oliver Priest Reseau Scott of J. Scott of M. Snodgrass Spruill 
Taylor Turner Warren Williams of B. Williams of P. and Wynn. 43 votes. 

Mr Peyton having received a majority of the whole number of votes 
given, Mr Speaker declaaed him duly elected Engrossing Clerk, was qual¬ 
ified and entered upon the discharge of the duties of his office, and the 
House adjourned till to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Wednesday, J une 14- I n pursuance of a resolution heretofore offered 
and adopted by the House, Mr Speaker submitted the names of the follow¬ 
ing gentlemen, as members of the different standing committees, to wit: 

The committee on the J udiciary.- Messrs. Smith of M. Ellis, Frier¬ 
son, Campbell, Calhoun, Owen, Posey, Crabb, Boykin, Lindsay, Scott of 
J. Alston and Cottrell. 

On Ways and Means.- Messrs. Posey, Horton, Slaughter, Simmons, 

Scott of J. Frier son, Beauchamp, Davis of A. Eiland and Boyd. 

On Education.- Messrs. Ellis, Campbell, Calhoun, Oliver, Taylor, 

Williams, Erwin, Simmons, Booker, Barron and McMillion. 

On Rail Roads.- Messrs. Erwin, Shields, Saunders, Owen, Everett, 

Dent, Williams of B. Cobb and Abernathy. 

On Military Affairs.- Messrs. Everett, Crabb, Leftwich, Slaughter, 

Hutchins, Frizier, Henderson, Pledger and Dent. 

On Privileges and Elections.- Messrs. Shields, Boyd, Booker, Nel¬ 
son, Gordon, Kelly, Carmack, Allen and Greening. 

On Propositions and Grievances.- Messrs. Payne, Gage, Wynn, Re¬ 
neau, Evans, Spruill, Nelson, Davis of M. Smith of W. and Taylor. 

On Inland Navigation.- Messrs. Oliver, Dejarnett, McHenry, Car¬ 
mack, Baldrige, Gordon, Baker, Puckett and Wynn. 

On Enrolled Bills.- Messrs. Campbell, Saunders, Smith of W. Mc¬ 
Cord, McDavid, J ones and Harrison. 



0 Roads, Bridges and Ferries.- Messrs. Skinner, Berry, Christian, 
Andrews, Clough, Mallard, Henderson, Perryman and Priest. 

On Lands for Internal Improvement.- Messrs. Calhoun, McClanna- 
han, Frazier, Patton, Pledger, Warren, Martin, Horton, Carmack and 
Barron. 
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On Divorce and Alimony.- Messrs. Alston, McClannahan of S. Mitch¬ 
ell, Snodgrass, Berry, J ohnson and Cobb. 

On the State Bank.- Messrs. Moore, Patton, Cobb, Kelly, Shields, 

Gage, Scott of J. Oliver, Henderson and May. 

On Accounts.- Messrs. Frierson, Greening, Smith of W. Hutchins, 
Warren, Evans, Simmons and Wright. 

On Public Printing.- Messrs. Carmack, Frierson and Everett. 

On State Capital.- Messrs. Dent, Williams of B. May and Wright. 

Accounts were presented by Messrs. Reseau, Payne, Crabb and Scott, 
which were severally read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Baker presented the petition of sundry persons who were purchasers 
of the University lands, in the county of Franklin, praying an extension 
of time on the payment of said lands; which was read and referred to a se¬ 
lect committee, consisting of Messrs. Baker, Abernathy and Payne. 

Mr Erwin presented the proceeding had in the county of Marengo, on 
the trial and conviction of a slave named Clarke, for a capital offence; 
which was read and referred to the committee on ways and means. 

Mr Payne presented the petition of Nathaniel Daniel, praying the eman¬ 
cipation of a certain slave therein mentioned. Mr Spruill moved to lay the 
petition on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Moore introduced a bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a 
branch of the bank of the State of Alabama at Huntsville, in the county 
of Madison, and to increase the capital stock of the branch of the bank of 
the State of Alabama at Decatur, passed, January 10th, 1835; which was 
read the first time. Mr Berry moved to postpone the further consideration 
of the same, until the first day of December next; which was lost. The 
bill was then ordered to a second reading on to morrow. 

Mr Calhoun introduced a bill to prevent the institution of illegal and op¬ 
pressive suits in the United States Courts in this State, which was read the 
first time, and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Crabb introduced a bill to authorise the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama and its branches to circulate bills or notes of less denomination than 
five dollars, which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Gage, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to enquire into the expediency of so amending the law now in force 
in this State so as to require that the Sheriffs, Coroners or Constables, who 
may have levied on lands or negroes to satisfy any executions in their hands, 
shall advertise the sale of the same in one or more newspapers which may 
be published nearest the place of sale, with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise. 

Resolved, that the judiciary committee be instructed to enquire into the 
expediency of so amending the law in relation to debtors who attempt to 
take the benefit of the act for the benefit of insolvent debtors, as to allow 
the creditor of such insolvent, to contest the same before a jury, in the 
event said insolvent shall not render a faithful schedule of his estate- and 
if the jury shall determine that said insolvent has acted fraudulently to¬ 
wards his creditors, that he shall then be precluded from any benefit under 
said act, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Everett introduced a bill to alter and amend the charter of the Mer¬ 
chants' Insurance Company of Mobile, which was read the firs time and 
ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Crabb introduced a bill to repeal in part an act therein named- Mr 
Allen moved to lay the bill on the table, which was carried. 
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Mr Priest, from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill for 
the relief of purchasers of lands at the Land Office at Courtland, reported 
the same back without amendment Mr Posey moved to lay the report 
and bill on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a statement from the President of the 
Bank of Mobile in relation to the condition of said institution- Mr Ever¬ 
ett moved to lay the report on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Speaker also laid before the House of report of the Cashier of the 
branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama at Huntsville, in relation ot 
its situation-ordered that said report be laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Spruill, the House took up for consideration the mes¬ 
sage of his Excellency the Governor. 

On motion of Mr Spruill, Resolved, that so much of the Governor's 
message as relates to the banks of the State of Alabama, be referred to the 
committee on the State Bank. 

On motion of Mr Spruill, Resolved, that so much of the Governor's 
message as relates to the bill regulating the election of members to Congress, 
be referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

Ordered, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to the em¬ 
barrassed condition of the citizens of this State be laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr Erwin, Resolved, that so much of the Governor's mes¬ 
sage as relates to the re-charter of the Bank of the United States be refer¬ 
red to a select committee- whereupon, Messrs Erwin, Smith of M., Ev¬ 
erett, Ellis, Campbell, Calhoun and Posey, were appointed said committee. 

Mr Ellis introduced a bill, which was read the first time and ordered to 
a second reading on to-morrow. 

The House resolved itself into a committee of the whole, to take into 
consideration the resolutions heretofore offered by Mr Campbell in relation 
of the embarrassments of the citizens of this State, and made the special 
order of this day, Mr Calhoun in the chair: and after some time spent in 
the consideration of the subject, Mr Speaker resumed the chair; and Mr 
chairman, from the committee of the whole House, reported that the com¬ 
mittee of the whole, to whom was referred the resolutions relating to the 
embarrassments of the State, had had the same under consideration, and 
had adopted them, and recommend their adoption by the House. 

And then the House adjourned till 4 o'clock P.M. 

Evening Session, J une 14th, 1837.- The House resumed the conoid- 
eration of the question in relation to a concurrence in the report of the 
chairman from the committee of the whole. Mr Everett called for the 
previous question, which was sustained. The man question being then 
put, was carried, and the report concurred in. Mr Campbell then moved 
to fill the blank in the fifth resolution with the word "eighteen," and after 
the word member to insert "two from each Circuit," which was carried- 
a division of the question being called for, the question was then taken on 
the adoption of the first resolution, which was carried. The question was 
then taken on the adoption of the second resolution, which was carried. 

The question was then taken on the third resolution, which was carried. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the fourth resolution, which 
was carried. Yeas 51, Nays 33. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Abernathy 
Alston Andrews Baker Barron Bates Beauchamp Calhoun Campbell Clough Cottrell Davis of A. 
Dejarnett Eiland Erwin Everett Frazier Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson Horton 
J ohnson J ones King Leftwich Lindsay Martin May McDavid Moore Oliver Owen Patton Payne 
Perryman Pledger Puckett Reseau Scott of J. Scott of M. Shields Simmons Slaughter Smith of 



M. Smith of W. Spruill Turner Williams of P. and Wright, 51. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Speaker Aldridge alien Berry Boyd Carmack 
Christian Cobb Crabb Davis of M. ent Ellis Evans Frier son Gann Flammond Hutchins Kelly 
Mallard McClannahan of M. McClannahan of S. McMillion Mitchell Nelson Posey Priest Saun¬ 
ders Skinner Snodgrass Taylor Ward Warren Williams of B. and Wynn, 33. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the fifth resolution, which 
was carried. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr Conner their Secretary. 

Mr Speaker: The Senate have postponed until the 1st Monday in Au¬ 
gust next, the resolution from the House of Representatives proposing to 
appoint a joint committee to which shall be referred all questions in rela¬ 
tion to the pecuniary embarrassments of the citizens of this State, the poli¬ 
cy to be adopted by the State Banks, the payment of the interest on State 
Bonds, &c. Ordered, that said message lie on the table. 

A message was received from his Excellency the Governor by C. C. 

Clay, jr. his private Secretary. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TUSCALOOSA, J une 14th, 1837. 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

I have to inform you that during your recess, I have appointed Herndon L. Henderson, J udge 
of the County Court of Butler county, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the 
late incumbent.- This appointmentment was accidently omitted in my communication of yester¬ 
day. C.C. CLAY. 

Ordered, that said message lie on the table. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House a statement from the President of the 
Branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama at Montgomery, and also a 
statement from the President of the Branch of the Bank of the State of 
Alabama at Decatur, in relation to the condition of said Bank, which were 
severally read, and on motion of Mr Scott of M., Ordered, that 2000 cop¬ 
ies of all the reports now made to this House from the distant Banks be 
printed. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Thursday, June 15th, 1837.- I pursuance of resolutions adopted by 
this House expressive of the opinions of the members thereof in relation 
to the principles that will govern its proceedings on the subject of relief, 
and requiring the Speaker to appoint a committee of eighteen members, to 
consist of two members from each J udicial Circuit. M speaker submit¬ 
ted the names of the following members to act as said committee, to wit: 

Messrs Campbell Everett Saunders Calhoun Eiland Ellis Erwin Posey 
Skinner Smith Lindsay Henderson Beauchamp Shields Williams Davis of 
A. Hammond and Mitchell. 

Accounts were presented by Messrs Hammond, Calhoun and Taylor, 
which were severally read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Crabb presented the account of Merriman Pounds, which was read 
and referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs Crabb, Frazier and 
McMillion. 

Mr Evans presented the petition of John D. Curtis and others, praying 
for certain relief therein mentioned, which was read and referred to the 
committee on State Printing. 

Mr Shields presented the petition of sundry citizens of Marengo county, 
praying to have an election precinct established at Dayton, in said county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

Mr Skinner presented the petition of sundry citizens of Franklin coun¬ 
ty, praying to have a company beat established with a less number of pri¬ 
vates than forty, which was read and referred to the committee on military 
affairs. 



Mr Wright introduced a bill to authorise a company beat therein named 
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to be composed of a less number of privates than forty, which was read 
the first time- Mr Frazier moved to lay the bill on the table which was lost. 

The bill was then ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Posey introduced a bill to prohibit the importation of slaves into this 
State for sale or hire, which was read the first time and ordered to a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Payne presented a preamble and resolutions adopted by sundry citi¬ 
zens of Sumter county on the subject of relief, which was read and refer¬ 
red to the select committee of eighteen, raised for that subject by Mr. 

Campbell's resolution. 

Mr. Eiland presented the petition of sundry citizens of Perry county, on 
the subject of relief, which as read and referred to the committee of eigh¬ 
teen raised for that subject by the resolution offered by Mr. Campbell, and 
heretofore adopted by this House. 

Mr Erwin called up the message of his Excellency the Governor, and 
on motion of Mr Erwin, Ordered, that so much thereof as relates to the 
embarrassed situation of the country be referred to the select committee of 
eighteen raised on that subject. 

On motion of Mr Payne, the vote taken on refusing the petition by him 
presented to this House from sundry citizens of Sumter county was recon¬ 
sidered. The petition was then referred to the select committee to whom 
was referred that part of his Excellency the Governor's message in rela¬ 
tion to that subject. 

Mr Payne presented the petition of sundry citizens of Sumter county, 
expressive of the sense of a meeting on the subject of the Pennsylvania 
Bank, which was read and referred to the select committee of eighteen, 
raised by the resolutions offered by Mr Campbell from the purpose of taking 
into consideration the subject of relief. 

Mr Payne presented a preamble and resolutions expressive of the sense of 
a meeting of sundry citizens of Sumter county. On motion of Mr Payne, 

Ordered, that so much of said resolutions as refers to the Pennsylvania Bank 
be referred to the committee on the State Bank, and the subjects contained 
in the balance of said resolutions, be referred to the select committee of 
eighteen, raised on the subject of relief by Mr Campbell's resolution. 

Mr Payne presented the proceedings of a public meeting in Jamestown, 

Sumter county. On motion of Mr Payne, Ordered, that so much of said 
subject as relates to the embarrassed condition and situation of the country 
be referred to the select committee of eighteen, raised on that subject. On 
motion of Mr Payne, Ordered, that so much of said subject as relates to the 
United States Bank, be referred to the select committee on that subject. On 
motion of Mr Payne, Ordered, that so much of said subject as relates to the 
Pennsylvania Bank and the specie circular, be referred to the committee 
on the State Bank. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the Governor, 
by C. C. Clay, jr. his private secretary. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TUSCALOOSA, J une 15th, 1837. 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

I herewith lay before you a communication from the officers representing the several Banks in 
this State, now in this place, together with "Exhibits" of their state and condition, in October, 

1836, and in J une, 1837. 

On motion of Mr Calhoun, ordered that the documents accompanying 
the above message be referred to the select committee of eighteen, raised 
by the resolution offered by Mr Campbell, with power to have two thous- 



and copies prsnted. 
2 
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On motion of Mr Patton, Resolved, That the committee on the State 
Bank and Branches, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of remit- 
ing damages on protested bills of exchange, purchased by said banks; and 
report to this house, by bill or otherwise. 

On motion on Mr Moore, Resolved, That the committee of eighteen, rais¬ 
ed for the purpose of considering the distressed condition of the State, be 
introduced to inquire into the expediency of granting indulgence to the 
debtors who may have become purchasers of the sixteenth sections of this 
State, on condition that they pay the interest promptly, and secure the pur¬ 
chase money beyond the probability of loss, to the townships respectively; 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr Dent, Resolved that the committee on the State Bank 
be requested to inquire into the expediency of changing the mode of com¬ 
pensating bank attornies, by giving to each an annual salary instead of the 
mode of compensation now allowed by law; with leave to report by bill or 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mr Eiland, Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the 
Senate, the two houses proceed, on Saturday next, at 12 o'clock, to elect 
Circuit Court J udges for the first, second, third, fourth, sixth, seventh, eight 
and ninth circuits of this State. 

Mr Owen introduced a bill to divorce Polly Berry Dunbar from her hus¬ 
band, J ohn Dunbar, which was read the first time, and the constitutional 
rule being suspended, the bill was read a second time forthwith, and refer- 
ed to the committee on Divorce and alimony. 

On motion of Mr. Frierson, Ordered that the Clerk be, and is hereby re¬ 
quired to record the vote of Mr Frierson in the negative, on the question 
taken on the adoption of the fourth resolve in the resolutions offered by Mr 
Campbell. 

On motion of Mr DeJ arnett, ordered that the Clerk be and is hereby re¬ 
quired to record the vote of Mr DeJ arnett in the affirmative, on the ques¬ 
tion taken on the adoption of the fourth resolve in the resolutions offered by 
Mr Campbell. 

Mr Aldridge offered the following resolution- Resolved, that in the 
opinion of this house, it is inexpedient to legislate upon any other subject 
except that special business for which the legislature has been convened. 

Mr Erwin moved to lay the resolution on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Davis of A. offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the 
committee on the State Bank be instructed to inquire into th expediency 
of requiring by law the several banks of this State to pay specie for their 
five dollars notes when presented, for the purpose of procuring change for 
the ordinary shopping and marketing purposes. Mr Calhoun moved to 
lay the resolution on the table, which was carried. Eyas 47, nays 37: 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs Abernathy, 
Alston Andrews Baker Barron Bates Beauchamp Berry Calhoun Carmack Clough Cottrell Davis 
of M. Dent Eiland Evans Everett Greening Henderson FHorton FHutchins J ones Kelly Leftwich 
Lindsay Martin M'Clanahan of S. M'Million Mitchell Moore Nelson Oliver Owen Patton Payne 
Pledger Posey Priest Puckett Reseau Saunders Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of 
W. and Spruil- 17. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Baldrige Boyd Boykin Campbell Chris¬ 
tian Cobb Davis of A. DeJ arnett Ellis Erwin Frazier Gage Gann Gordon Hammond Harrison 
J ohnson King Mallard May M'Clannahan of M. M'David M'Henry Perryman Scott of J. Scott of 
M. shields Snodgrass Taylor Turner Ward Warren Williams of B. Williams of P. Wright and 
Wynn- 47. 

On motion of Mr Campbell, Resolved, That the committee on the State 



Bank; be instructed to inquire into the expediency of relieving the Bank of 
Mobile and the Planters' and Merchants' Band of Mobile from the forfeit 
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ure incurred by their failure to pay specie for their bills, and to report, by 
bill or otherwise, such amendments to the charter of said institutions as a 
condition for the remission of the forfeiture, as will guard the interests of 
the community. 

On motion of Mr Priest, Resolved, that the committee on the State Bank 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so changing the manner of 
bringing suits for the collection of bank debts as to require the same to be 
brought in the county in which the makers of said debts, or a majority of 
them, may reside; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Horton offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the com¬ 
mittee of eighteen, raised for the purpose of considering the embarrassed 
condition of the country, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re¬ 
quiring the directors of the State Bank and its branches to remit such dam¬ 
age or damages that has been paid or may be due to said bank or its branches 
on all bills that have been protested since the first day of February last; 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. Mr Davis of a. moved to lay 
the resolution on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Payne offered the following resolution, Resolved, that the door-keeper 
be authorised to procure five copies of Aikin's new Digest for the us of 
this house; which was rejected. 

Mr Carmack introduced a bill to regulate patrols in the county of Lau¬ 
derdale; which was read the firs time, and made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Gordon introduced a bill to appoint an additional surveyor in the 
county of Henry; which was read a first time and made the order of the day 
for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Baker, from the select committee to whom was referred a petition 
from sundry citizens of franklin county, praying for relief on the purchase 
of University lands, reported a bill for the relief of the purchasers of Uni¬ 
versity land, which was read the first time, and made the order of the day 
for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Mallard introduced a bill to establish an election precinct therein 
named; which was read the first time and made te order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Bates presented the petition of sundry citizens of the city of Mobile 
and its vicinity, praying to have certain election precincts therein mention¬ 
ed established, which was read and referred to the committee on privileges 
and election. 

On motion of Mr Puckett, Resolved, that the committee on the judice- 
ary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of requiring banks to 
sue the parties to bills of exchnage in one action, so as to exempt the parties 
from the payment of more than one bill of cost; and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr Gordon, Resolved, that the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
an election precinct at the store house of Blackshear & Hutson in the county 
of Henry. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the day. 
The bill to prevent the institution of illegal and oppressive suits in the Unit¬ 
ed States courts, in this State, was read the second time and referred to the 
judiciary committee. 

The bill to authorise the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches 
to circulate bills or notes of a less denomination than five dollars, was read 
the second time and referred to the committee on the State Bank. 

The bill to amend an act entitled an at to establish a branch of the Bank 
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of the State of Alabama at Huntsville, in the county of Madison, and to 
increase the capital stock of the branch of the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama at Decatur, passed January 10th, 1835, was read the second time and 
referred to the judiciary committee. 

The bill to alter and amend the charter of the Merchants' I nsurance Com¬ 
pany of Mobile, was read the second time and referred to the judiciary 
committee. 

And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Friday, J une 16th, 1837.- A message was received from the Senate 
by Mr Childless, assistant secretary. 

Mr Speaker: The Senate have adopted the following resolution: Resolved, 
that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, the two Houses 
will assembly in the Representative Hall on Monday next, at 12 o'clock, 
for the purpose of electing a Senator to the Congress of the United States, 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. J ohn McKin¬ 
ley, in which they ask the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Payne moved to amend by adding afer the word "McKinley," the 
words "and a J udge of the County Court of Sumter county," which was 
carried. Mr Greening moved to amend by adding the word "Sum¬ 
ter," where it occurs in said amendment, the word "Dallas," which was 
carried. Mr Patton moved to amend by adding after the word "Dallas," 
the word "Lauderdale," which was carried. Mr Baldrige moved to amend 
by adding after the word "Lauderdale," the words "and Marshall," which 
was carried. The resolution as amended was then adopted. Ordered, 
that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr Shields, leave is granted to the select committee of 
eighteen on the subject of the embarrassed condition of the country, to set 
during the session of the House. 

Mr Alston, from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill to 
divorce Polly Berry Dunbar from her husband, reported the same without 
amendment, and recommended its passage. The bill was then consideration 
ad engrossed, and read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title 
be as aforesaid. Ordered, that the same be sent to the Senate for their con¬ 
currency. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr Childless 
their assistant secretary. 

Mr Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following titles, viz: 

"an act to incorporate the Springfield male and Female Academy.” "An 
act to authorise the citizens of Catawba to elect a constable, in which they 
ask the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate to incorporate the Springfield Male and Female 
Academy was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspend¬ 
ed, the bill was read the second time forthwith, and made the order of the 
day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate to authorise the citizens of Catawba to elect a 
constable, was read the first time and made the order of the day for a se¬ 
cond reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Abernathy presented the petition of the Directors of the Tuscumbia, 
Courtland and Decatur Rail Road Company, asking the privilege of issuing 
small notes under the denomination of five dollars, payable and redeemable 
by the Bank notes of the State, which was read and referred to the com- 
mitten on the State Bank. 

Mr Boykin presented the account of J ames Holloway, of Dallas county, 
which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 
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On motion of Mr Cottrell, Resolved, that the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to enquire into the expediency of establishing 
an election precinct at Bradley's store, in the county of Talladega-also one 
at the house of Holman F. Simmons, in said county. 

On motion of Mr Boykin, Resolved, that in the opinion of this House, 
the present deranged condition of the University of Alabama, requires that 
the Trustees of that I nstitution, should convene at as early a day as prac¬ 
ticable, to take into consideration its affairs, and to adopt those measures 
best calculate to promote its prosperity; and that the Governor be request¬ 
ed to transmit forthwith a copy of this resolution, to each of the Board. 

On motion of Mr Berry, Resolved, that the committee on the State Bank 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so dividing that part of the 
pubic revenue which is appropriated to the State of Alabama, in the Bank 
of the State of Alabama and its several branches, each to receive in pro¬ 
portion to their capital stock, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr Cobb, Resolved, that the committee on the State Bank 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so regulating the State Bank 
and its different branches, as to apportion the amount of discounts to the 
different counties according to representation, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr Moore, Resolved, that the committee on the State 
Bank be authorised to examine and correct the reports of the Banks of this 
State before the same are printed, with such explanatory remarks as will 
render said reports more easily understood. 

On motion of Mr Greening, Resolved, that the committee on the judice- 
ary be instructed to enquire into the expediency of suppressing the evil 
practice of carrying secret weapons, with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise. 

On motion of Mr Payne, Resolved, that the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to abolish a precinct at Wideman's mill, and to 
establish hone at Gaston, in Sumter county. 

On motion of Mr Turner, Resolved, that the committee on privileges 
and elections be instructed to enquire into the expediency of establishing 
an election precinct at the house of J ohn Maddox, in the county of Benton, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Ordered, that Mr Carmack be discharged from serving on the committee 
on State printing. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the day: 
A bill to authorise a certain company therein named, to be composed of a 
less number of privates than forty, was read the second time, and on mo¬ 
tion of Mr Wright, Ordered, that the bill lie on the table. 

The bill to prohibit the importation of slaves into this State for sale or 
hire, was read the second time and referred to the judiciary committee. 

The bill to regulate patrols in the county of Lauderdale was read the se¬ 
cond time, and on motion of Mr Carmack, the bill was referred to a select 
committee consisting of the delegation from Lauderdale county. On mo¬ 
tion of Mr Patton, Ordered, that Messrs Dent and Wynn be added to said 
committee. 

The bill to appoint an additional surveyor in the county of Henry, was 
read the second time and ordered to be engrossed, and made the order of 
the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of the purchasers of the University land, was read 
the second time and referred to the committee on education. 

The bill to establish an election precinct therein named, was read the se- 



cond time and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 
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And then the House adjourned till 4 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session, 4 o'clock, J une 16th, 1837.- Mr Crabb offered the 
following resolution: Resolved, that the select committee of eighteen on 
the embarrassed condition of the pecuniary affairs of the State, be instruct¬ 
ed to enquire into the expediency and sufficient of the following plan for 
the relief of the citizens of this State, to wit: 

1st. Sanction the suspension of specie payments, and to authorise its con¬ 
tinuance until the Legislature shall otherwise direct. 

2nd. To direct an indulgence of the present debtors of the several State 
Banks for a limited time, upon ample real or personal security, or both. 

3rd. To direct liberal accommodations by the Banks to the citizens not 
already indebted, or but little indebted to the, in proportion to their need 
and ability to repay- and the ability of the Banks to make loans within the 
limits of their respective charters, and with reference to the state of their 
vaults and general condition. 

4th. To authorise a remission of damages upon equitable principles, in¬ 
curred by parties to bills of exchange drawn in good faith, and predicated 
upon real transactions. 

5th. To require the banks to purchase what is termed business paper, 
payable and negotiable at either of the banks. 

6th. To require the several banks to circulate bills of less denominations 
than five dollars; and, 

7th. To require that the circulation f the several State Banks shall be 
taken reciprocally by them on deposite, and in payment of all debts due 
them in payment of all due to the State, to the Trustees of the Universe- 
ty, to the sixteenth sections, or the county Treasuries; with instructions 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Moore moved to amend by adding to the end of the 7th resolution 
the following preamble and resolution: And whereas, the issuing of State 
bonds for the purpose of loaning them to their citizens in order to relieve 
them from pecuniary embarrassment, is an expedient new and untried in 
its character, and of doubtful policy, and a violation of the spirit if not the 
letter of the constitution of the United States, which in the tenth section of 
the first article of the constitution f the United States, declares that no 
State shall coin money or emit bills of credit. Therefore, Resolved, that 
said committee be instructed to frame their measures of relief upon the abil¬ 
ity of the several banks in this State, to grant relief to our citizens upon 
the principals of the foregoing resolutions, and not upon issuing of State 
bonds. Mr Calhoun moved to postpone the further consideration f the 
amendment until the first Monday in August next; which was carried. 

Yeas 35, Nays 30. 

The yeas and nays being deired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Speaker 
Allen Alston andrews Baker Barron Bates Boykin Calhoun Cottrell Dent Gage Greening Gordon 
Harrison Horton J ones Martin May McClannahan of S. McHenry McLemore Nelson Oliver Ow¬ 
en Patton Payne Perryman Puckett Reseau Scott of M. Simmos Turner Ward and Wright, 35. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Abernathy Baldrige Berry Boyd Carmack Chris¬ 
tian Cobb Crabb Davis of a. Davis of M. Evans Frazier Frierson Gann Hutchins Kelly Leftwich 
Mallard McClannahan of M. McMillion McDavid Moore Priest Scott of J. Slaughter Smith of 
W. Spruill Taylor Warren Williams of B. and Wynn, 30. 

So the amendment was postponed until the first Monday in August next, 
and the resolutions was then adopted. 

Mr Patton introduced a bill to authorise the Bank of Alabama, and 
branch banks at Montgomery, Huntsville and Decatur to discount transact- 
toin notes, which was read the first time and made the order of the day for 



a second reading on tomorrow. 

On motion of Mr McClannahan of S., Resolved, that the committee on 
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privileges and elections be instructed to enquire into the expediency of es¬ 
tablishing election precincts, one at the house of L. B. Clarke, and one at 
J ames Noggin's in the county of Coosa- and one at the house of Arthur 
Mullins, in Shelby county. 

On motion of mr McLemore, Resolved, by the House of Representatives 
of the State of Alabama in General Assembly convened, that by the con- 
sitition of the State of Alabama, each county in this State is entitled to at 
least one member in the House of Representatives. Resolved, that the ju- 
diary committee be instructed to prepare and report a bill giving effect 
to the above resolution. 

Mr Moore, from the committee on the State Bank, to which was referred 
the bill to authorise the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches to 
circulate bills or notes of less denomination than five dollars, reported the 
same without amendment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr Davis of A. moved to amend the same by adding thereto an addi¬ 
tional section as follows: "Sec.- And be it further enacted, that the sev¬ 
eral banks of this State shall be required to redeem all their bills when pre¬ 
sented which are under the denomination of three dollars. Mr Cottrell 
moved the previous question, which was carried. The main question was 
then put by mr Speaker, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Posey introduced a bill to prevent the evil practice of fighting with 
deadly weapons and for other purposes, which was read the first time. Mr 
Boykin moved to postpone the further consideration of the bill until Mon¬ 
day next, which was lost; the bill was then ordered to a second reading on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of mr Aldridge, Resolved, that the committee on the judice- 
ary be instructed to enquire into the expediency of further suppressing the 
evil practice of gambling in this State, with leave to report by bill or oth¬ 
erwise. 

Mr Oliver introduced a bill to incorporate the Tallassee bridge company, 
which as read the first time and made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Nelson, Resolved, that the judiciary committee in¬ 
structed to enquire into the expediency of allowing any person to prove 
twenty dollars of his account by his own oath, where the sum claimed ex¬ 
ceeds that sum; with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

And then the House adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow. 

Saturday, J une 17th, 1837.- The following message was received from 
the Senate by Mr Childless their assistant secretary- Mr Speaker: The 
Senate concur in the resolution from the House of Representatives to go 
into the election of judges for the Circuit Courts of the first, second, third, 
forth, sixth, seventh, eight and ninth judicial circuits of this State on to: 
day at 12 o'clock. They have also passed bills of the following titles, viz- 
an act to revive the law incorporating the town of Russellville in the coun¬ 
ty of Franklin; an act to amend an act to revive the militia laws of Ala¬ 
bama; an act to authorise the issuance and circulation by the several banks 
and branch banks of this State, of notes under the denomination of five dol¬ 
lars, and for other purposes; in all of which they ask the concurrence of 
your honorable body. 

Mr Speaker laid before the House the claims of Wm. H. Arthur against 
the State, for monies by him expended in behalf of the State for provisions, 
&c. supplied by him under the advice of his Excellency the Governor, 
which was read and on motion of mr Andrews referred to a select commit- 



tee consisting of messrs Andrews, Crabb and Slaughter. 
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The following message was received from the Senate by mr Childless 
their assistant secretary- Mr Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill from 
the House of Representatives entitled an act to divorce Polly Berry Dunbar 
from her husband J ohn Dunbar. 

Mr Horton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Madison county, 
praying to have themselves incorporated with certain chartered privileges, 
which was read and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Hor¬ 
ton, Leftwich and Moore. 

Accounts were presented by Messrs McLemore, Cobb and Cottrell, 
which were severally read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Ordered, that mr Barron be added to the committee on accounts. 

Ordered, that mr Skinner be added to the committee on military affairs. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the Governor 
by C. C. Clay, jr. his private secretary. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TUSCALOOSA, June 16, 1837. 

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

I have to inform you that I have this day received the resignation of the Hon. Wm. M. Garrow 
as J udge of the County Court of Mobile county. [Signed.] C.C. CLAY. 

Ordered, that said communication lie on the table. 

The bill from the Senate to amend an act to revise the militia laws of the 
State of Alabama, was read the first time and made the order of the day for 
a second reading on Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate to authorise the issuance and circulation by the 
several banks and branch banks of this State of notes under the denomina¬ 
tion of five dollars and for other purposes, was read the first time, and the 
constitutional rule being suspended, it was read the second time forthwith, 
and on motion of mr Crabb the bill was referred to the committee on the 
State Bank. 

The bill from the Senate to revive the law incorporating the own of Rus¬ 
sellville in the county of Franklin, was read the first time and made the or¬ 
dered of the day for a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Frazier introduced joint resolutions respecting a change in the mode 
of disposing of the public lands, which was read the first time and ordered 
to a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Barron introduced a bill to repeal in part an act authorizing the elec¬ 
tion of the President and Directors for the State Bank and its several branch¬ 
es by the Legislature, mr Spruill moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which was carried. 

Mr Aldridge introduced a bill to repeal in part an act entitled fixing the 
compensation of judges of the Circuit and Supreme Courts, approved De¬ 
cember the 23d, 1836. mr Abernathy moved to lay the bill on the table, 
which was carried. Yeas 45, Nays 23. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Allen Alston Andrews Baker Barron Bates Boykin Calhoun Cottrell Crabb Davis of M. 

Dent Evans Greening Gordon Harrison Horton Hutchins J ones Leftwich Lindsay May McClan- 
ahan of S. McHenry McLemore Nelson Oliver Owen Patton Payne Perryman Pledger Puckett 
Reneau Scott of M. Shields Simmons Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. Spruill Warren and 
Wynn, 45. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Aldridge Berry Boyd Carmack Christian Clough 
Cobb Davis of A. Frazier Frierson Gage Gann Hammond J ohnson Kelly King Mallard Martin 
McDavid Moore Priest Scott of J. Snodgrass Turner Williams of B. and Wright, 23. 

Mr Smith of m. introduced a bill to allwow each of the several counties of 
Tallapoosa, Russell, Coosa, Chambers, Marshall, Randolph, Macon, 



DeKalb, Covington and Cherokee, one member in the House of Represent- 
tatives, which was read the first time and the constitutional rule being sus¬ 
pended, the bill was read the second time forthwith. Mr J ohnson moved 
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to amend the same by adding after the word Covington, wherever it occurs 
in said bill, the word "Cherokee," which was carried, mr Kelly moved 
to strike out the word "Talladega" when it occurs in the bill, which was 
carried. The bill was then on motion of mr Scott of m. referred to the ju¬ 
diciary committee. 

On motion of mr Dent, Resolved, that the committee on the State Bank be in¬ 
structed to enquire whether the usual accommodations have been extended by that 
institution, particularly during the months of February and March last, and if it 
should be found that they have not, to enquire into and report the causes thereof- 
and also to enquire whether or not any causes of action adopted by the Directory of 
said institution or other cause has produced an unequal or unjust distribution of their 
accommodations- and further, whether or not the accommodations extended to Di¬ 
rectors themselves has been extraordinarily large, compared with their solvency and 
ability to meet the same, or with the amounts granted to others equally solvent, and 
as fully entitled to partake in the benefits of the institution- and also to enquire wheth¬ 
er or not there has been an unusual and unnecessary number of suits instituted against 
those indebted to the institution. 

Mr McClannahan of S. introduced a bill to authorise the citizens of the town of 
Rockford in the county of Coosa, to elect a justice of the peace and constable, which 
was read the firs time and made the order of the day for a second reading on Mon¬ 
day next. 

Mr Payne introduced a bill to amend the charter of the Gainesville and Narkeeta 
rail road company which was read the firs time, and the constitutional rule being 
suspended it was read the seccnd time forthwith, and ordered to be engrossed and 
made the order of the day for a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Frazier introduced a bill to alter and amend the patrol laws now in force inthe 
counties of J ackson, Marshall and DeKalb and for other purposes, which was read 
the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended the bill was read the second 
time forthwith and referred to a select committee consisting of the delegation form 
the counties of J ackson, Blunt and St. Clair. 

Ordered, that leave of absence be granted until Monday next to messrs McClan¬ 
nahan of m. Taylor and Williams of B. 

Mr Crabb called up the bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend and consoli¬ 
date the laws on the subject of public roads, approved December the 23d, 1836; the 
bill was then read the second time, mr Davis of A. moved to amend by an addition¬ 
al section. The bill and amendment was then on motion of mr Barron referred to 
a select committee consisting of messrs Barron, Davis of A. and Crabb. 

Mr Davis of A. introduced a bill to change the time of holding the Circiut Courts 
in certain counties therein named, which was read the first time and the constitution¬ 
al rule being suspended the bill was read the second time forthwith, and on motion 
of mr Davis of a. it was referred to the a select committee consisting of one member 
from each county composing the second judicial circuit. 

On motion of mr Jones, Resolved, that the committee on privileges and elections 
enquire into the expediency of compelling justices of the peace to qualify returning 
officers of elections on presentation of the certificate of appointment, with leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of mr Barron, Resolved, that the committee on the State Bank be in¬ 
structed to enquire into the propriety of authorising the State Bank to run on notes 
discounted twelve months with banking interest, and not to require curtailments as 
they now do, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Calhoun called up the record and proceedings in the case of Rebecca Beaty, 
against Ezekiel A. Beaty for a divorce, which was referred to the committee on di¬ 
vorce and alimony. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the day. 



The engrossed bill to authorise the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branch¬ 
es to circulate bills or notes of less denomination than five dollars, was read the third 
time. Mr Scott of m. moved to lay the bill on the table, which was lost. The bill 
was then passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 
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The engrossed bill to appoint an additional county surveyor in the county of Hen¬ 
ry was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and 
that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill from the Senate to authorise the citizens of the town of Catawba to elect 
a constable, was read the second time and made the order of the day for a third 
reading on Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate to incorporate the Springfield Male and Female Acad¬ 
emy was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Sen¬ 
ate therewith. 

The bill to prevent the evil practice of fighting with deadly weapons, 
and for other purposes, was read the second time and referred to the judi¬ 
ciary committee. 

The bill to incorporate the Tallassee bridge company, was read the se¬ 
cond time and referred to the judiciary committee. 

The bill to authorise the bank of Alabama, and branch banks at Mont¬ 
gomery, Huntsville and Decatur, to discount transaction notes; was read 
the second time and referred to the committee on the State Bank. 

Mr Bates introduced a bill to extend for a period of ten years, the privi¬ 
lege of J esse Lot to keep a bridge over Dog river; which was read the first 
time and made the order of the day for a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Bates introduced a bill for the relief of Theophilus L. Toulmin, late 
sheriff of Mobile county; which was read the first time, and made the or¬ 
der of the day for a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr Alston presented the proceedings of a public meeting of the citizens 
of Marengo county, on the subject of the pecuniary embarrassments of the 
country; which was read and referred to the select committee of eighteen 
on that subject. 

Mr Carmack from the select committee to whom was referred the bill to 
regulate patrols in the county of Lauderdale, reported a substitute; in which 
report the House concurred. Mr Abernathy moved to amend by striking 
out "two," where it occurs in the bill, with a view to insert "there," in 
lieu thereof; which was carried. Mr Patton moved to amend the bill by 
striking out "one," where it occurs in the bill, with a view to insert "two," 
in lieu thereof, which was carried. Mr Priest moved to amend the same 
by inserting after the word "Lauderdale," where it occurs in said bill, the 
words, "Lawrence, Montgomery, Lowndes and Walker." The bill was 
then on motion of mr Patton recommended to the same committee, togeth¬ 
er with the amendments offered. 

Mr Frier son from the committee on accounts to whom was referred the 
accounts of T. & C. M. Wiley, jailors of Sumter county, and William B. 

Patti son of Fayettee county; reported the same back to the House, as not 
being properly authenticated, and as such should not be allowed. The re¬ 
port and accounts were then, on motion of Mr Scott of J. ordered to lie 
on the table. 

On motion of mr Puckett, Resolved, that the Senate be informed that 
the House is now ready to receive them for the purpose of electing judges 
of the first, second, third, fourth, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth judicial 
circuits. 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Childress, 
their assistant Secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate concur in the amend¬ 
ment from the House of Representatives, to their resolutions to go into the 
election of a Senator to the Congress, of the United States, and have also 
amended their amendment, by adding a judge of the county court for Mo¬ 
bile and Butler counties, in which they ask the concurrence of the House 



of Representatives. Ordered that the said amendments be concurred in 
Ordered that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 
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The Senate having repaired to the Hall of the House of Representatives, 
and taken their seats. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the first judi¬ 
cial circuit: P. T. Harris being alone in nomination, received all the votes 
given, was declared by mr Speaker duly elected judge of the first judicial 
circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the second 
judicial circuit: Ezekiel Pickens being alone in nomination, received all 
the votes given, was declared by mr Speaker duly elected judge of the se¬ 
cond judicial circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the third ju¬ 
dicial circuit. Peter Martin being alone in nomination, received all the 
votes given, was declared by mr Speaker, duly elected judge of the third 
judicial circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge for the fourth 
judicial circuit: Daniel Coleman alone being in nomination, received all 
the votes given, was declared by mr Speaker duly elected judge of the 
fourth judicial circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge for the sixth 
judicial circuit: Anderson Crenshaw alone being in nomination, received 
all the votes given, was declared by mr Speaker duly elected judge of the 
sixth judicial circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the seventh 
judicial circuit: Samuel Champman alone being in nomination, received all 
the votes given, was declared by mr Speaker, duly elected judge of the 
seventh judicial circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the eight ju¬ 
dicial circuit: William D. Pickett being alone in nomination, received all 
the votes given, was declared by mr Speaker duly elected judge of the eight 
judicial circuit. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the ninth 
judicial circuit: Eli Short ridge being alone in nomination, received all the 
votes given, was declared by mr Speaker duly elected judge of the ninth 
judicial circuit. 

The Senate then withdrew, and the House adjourned until Monday morn¬ 
ing, 9 o'clock. 

Monday, J une 19.- Mr Frazier from the select committee, to which 
was referred the bill concerning patrol duty in J ackson, DeKalb and mar¬ 
shall counties, reported the same back ot the House without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. Mr Gordon moved to amend the same by 
adding after the word "Marshall,'' the word "Henry;” which was carried. 

Mr Turner moved further to amend, by adding after the word "Henry,” 
the word "Benton;” which was carried. Mr Baldrige moved to add after 
the word "Benton,” the word "Blount;” which was carried. Mr Cobb 
moved to amend by adding after the word "Blount,” the word "St. Clair;" 
which was carried. Mr Leftwich moved to amend by adding after the 
word "St. Clair," "Madison and Cherokee;” which was carried. Mr Chris¬ 
tian moved to amend by adding after the word "Cherokee," the words 
"Bibb, Fayette and Marion;” which was carried. Mr Warren moved to 
amend by adding after the word "Marion,” the words "Covington and 
Dale;” which was carried. Mr McClanahan of M. moved to amend by ad¬ 
ding after the word "Dale,” "Morgan;” which was carried. Mr Wynn 
moved to amend by adding after the word "Morgan,” "Limestone;" which 
was carried. Mr Carmack moved to amend by adding after the word, 
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"Limestone," the words "Dallas, Lauderdale, Lawrence and Walker;'' 
which was carried. Mr J ones to amend by adding after the word "Wal¬ 
ker,” the word "Butler;” which was carried. The bill was then ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Patton from the select committee, to whim was referred the bill to 
regulate patrols in certain counties therein mentioned, reported a substitute 
and recommended its passage. Mr Spruill moved to lay the report and bill 
on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Owen presented the account of B. B. Breeden Esq.; which was read 
and referred to the committee on accoonts. 

On motion of Mr Dent, Resolved, that the bank committee be instructed 
to inquire whether any officer or director of the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama has, at any time drawn or caused to be drawn from said bank, specie 
for its paper, and to what amount. Resolved further, that said committee 
be instructed to inquire whether the rules adopted by the Board for the 
disposal of exchange, has been in all cases adhered to; or whether there has 
been any deviations from the rules so adopted, or attempts by any officer to 
vary them, so as to give any one individual advantages denied to the com¬ 
munity at large, and that they be authorised to examine witnesses. 

On motion of mrJones: Whereas the pecuniary distresses and over¬ 
whelming embarrassments now pervading the whole State, are unparallelled 
and unprecedented in the history of this Government; and whereas the 
present state of depression and pecuniary distress, cannot be attributed to 
the misconduct of our worthy fellow citizens; but to the want of a national 
medium of exchange; the standard of our circulation; the redundant medi¬ 
um of our sister States, and the complete prostration of our great staple com¬ 
modify; and whereas the debts contracted before the fall of prices, and tke 
suspension of specie payments, were predicated in the par value of our cir¬ 
culating medium, passed on the faith of the citizens of the State to redeem 
it: Be it therefore resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of 
Alabama, that a requirement of gold and silver in the payment of debts con¬ 
tracted before the fall of prices, would be an infringement upon the origin¬ 
al consideration of the debtor, destructive of the peace and harmony of the 
country, and a violation of private faith; which resolution was rejected by 
the House. 

Mr Payne called up the accounts of T. & C. W. Wiley, jailors of Sumter 
county, and William B. Patterson of Fayette county; which were on mo¬ 
tion of mr Payne recommitted to the committee on accounts. Ordered 
that mr Payne be added to the committee on accounts. 

On motion of mr Evans, Resolved, that the committee on privileges and 
elections be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an 
election precinct at the town of Aberfoil, in Pike count. 

Mr Kelly jr. introduced a bill to authorise the Sheriff of Talladega coun¬ 
ty, to execute all process issued by justices of the peace for said county; 
which was read the first time and ordered to a second reading on to-mor¬ 
row. 

On motion of mr Alston, Resolved, That the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for the protec¬ 
tion of the remains of the dead. 

Mr Turner introduced a bill to incorporate the J acksonville Female 
Academy, which was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being 
suspended, the bill was read the second time forthwith, and the constitu¬ 
tional rule being further suspended, the bill was considered as engrossed 
and read a third time forthwith, and passed. Ordered, that the title be as 



aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 
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Mr McLemore introduced a bill to repeal, in part, an act to locate the 
seat of J ustice in the county of Russell, and for other purposes, which was 
read the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was 
read the second time forthwith and ordered to be engrossed and made the 
order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr. Childless, 
their assistant secretary: Mr Speaker, the Senate have passed a bill of the 
following title, to wit: "An act to compensate persons therein name, in 
which they as the concurrence of the House of Representatives.” 

The bill from the Senate to compensate persons therein named, was read 
the first time and made the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Berry introduced a bill to establish certain election precincts and for 
other purposes, which was read the first time and made the order of the 
day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Crabb introduced a bill to amend the laws in relation to the judicial pro¬ 
feedings, which was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being 
suspended, the bill was read the second time forthwith and referred to the 
J udiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr Smith of W. Resolved, That the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law that the 
sheriffs of the different counties of this State, who have been appointed ad¬ 
ministrators on the estates of deceased persons, be required to continue and 
make final settlements of such estates. 

Mr J ohnson introdued a bill to amend an act entitled an act to locate the 
seat of J ustice for Marshall county, approved 23 December, 1836, which 
was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the 
bill was read the second time forthwith and referred to a select committee, 
composed of the delegation from Blunt and J ackson counties. 

On motion of Mr Kelly, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the law in relation 
to domestic bills of exchange as to make them payable at the counter of the 
bank where such bills may be purchased. 

Resolved, further, that said committee be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the laws in relation to damages accruing on pro¬ 
tested bills of exchange as to be no more than on accommodation notes; 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr Owen presented the petition of sundry citizens of Washington coun¬ 
ty, in relation to the evil of allowing slaves to carry fire arms, &c. which 
was read and referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr Posey presented the record and proceedings had in the case of the 
State of Alabama vs. Dilsey, a negro slave, which was read and referred to 
the committee of ways and means. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the day. 

The engrossed bill to amend the charter of the Gainesville and Narketa 
rail road company was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the 
title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their con¬ 
currence. 

The bill from the Senate to amend an act to revise the militia laws of the 
State of Alabama, was read the second time and referred to the committee 
on military affairs. 

The bill from the Senate to revive the law incorporating the town of tus- 
sellville, in the county of Franklin was read the second time and made the 
order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate to authorise the citizens of Catawba to elect a 
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constable, was read a third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The joint resolution respecting a change in the mode of disposing of the 
public lands, was read the second time and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill to authorise the citizens of the town of Rockford in the county 
of Coosa, to elect a justice of the peace and constable, was read a second time 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill to extend, for a period often years, the privileges of Jesse Lot 
to keep a toll bridge over Dog river, in Mobile county, was read a second 
time and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The bill from the relief of Theophilus L. Toulmin, late sheriff of Mobile 
county was read the second time; Mr Patton moved to refer it to a select 
committee, which was lost: the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Frierson from the committee on accounts, to whom was referred the 
account of James Holloway, of Dallas county, reported the same back to 
the House as inexpedient, and ought not to be allowed. Mr. Berry moved 
to lay the report on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Smith of W. from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 
have examined, and find correctly enrolled, a bill "to divorce Polly Berry 
Dunbar from her husband J ohn Dunbar. 

Mr. Owen introduced a bill to amend ana t entitled an act to better re¬ 
gulate the returns of the strength of the militia of the State of Alabama: 
which was read the first time, and te constitutional rule being suspended 
the bill was then read the second time forthwith, and referred to the com- 
mitten on military affairs. 

On motion of mr Frazier, Resolved, that his excellency the Governor be 
requested to place in the hands of the commissioners appointed to revise the 
militia laws of this State, the system of tactics transmitted to him by en. 
McComb, of the United States, army, and by His Excellency laid before 
this House. 

Mr Davis of a. from the select committee to whom w as referred the bill 
to change the time of holding the circuit courts of certain counties therein 
named, and for other purposes, reported the same as inexpedient, and ask 
the concurrence of the House. On motion of mr Barron, ordered that said 
report lie on the table. 

Mr Alston introduced a bill to establish certain election precincts in the 
county of Marengo which as read the first time, and the constitutional rule 
being suspended, the bill was read the second time forthwith, and referred 
to the committee on privileges and elections. 

Mr Horton presented the petition of sundry citizens of Madison county 
in relation to the erection of a public bridge across Flint river, which was 
read and referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr Berry offered the following resolution: Resolved, That the J udiciary 
committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
law in relation to the settlement of estates of deceased persons as not to 
compel sheriffs to administer thereon, in case the next friend, creditor or 
nearest of kin should refuse so to do, with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise, which was rejected. 

Mr Frazier offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the commit¬ 
tee on the State Bank be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro¬ 
viding by law, immediate relief for persons against whom there are judg¬ 
ments, or where property may be now under execution in favor of the State. 
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Bank and its several branches. Ordered that said resolution line on the table. 

Mr Smith of M. introduce a bill to alter the tie of holding the circuit 
court of Madison county, which was read the first time and made the or¬ 
der of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr Wynn, Resolved, that the Senate be informed that the 
House is now ready to receive them for the purpose of electing a Senator to 
the Congress of the Uuited States, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation f the Hon. J ohn McKinley; also, the J udge of the county 
courts of Butler, Marshall, Sumter, Dallas and Mobile counties; also, a 
J udge of the county court of Lauderdale county. 

The Senate then repaired to the hall of the House of Representatives and 
took their seats. The two houses then proceeded to the election of a Sena¬ 
tor to the Congress of the United States; His Excellency C. C. Clay alone 
being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr Clay, are Messrs. President Arnold Barclay Beene Borough Broadax 
Burke Devereaux Farrar Fleming Goyne Hill Hudson J ames J amison Lea More Musgrove Na¬ 
bors Oliver Rains Rather Riddle Roberts Smith Spann Terry and Wallace of the Senate. Messrs. 
Speaker Abernathy Baldrige alien Alston Andrews Baker Barron Beauchamp Berry Boyd Boy¬ 
kin Campbell Carmack Christian Clough Cobb Crabb Davis of A. Davis of M. DeJ arnett Eiland 
Ellis Evans Everett Frazier Frierson Gage Gann Greening Gordon Hammond Harrison Hen¬ 
derson Horton Hutchins J ohnson J ones Kelly King Leftwich Lindsay Mallard Martin May 
McClannahan of M. McClannahan of S. McDavid McHenry McLemore McMillion Mitchell 
Moore Nelson Owen Patton Payne Puckett Reseau Saunders Scott of J. shields Simmons 
Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. Snodgrass Spruill Taylor Turner Ward Warren 
Williams o B. Williams of P. Wright and Wynn. 109 votes of the House. 

The Hon. C. C. Clay having received one hundred and nine votes, that 
being the whole number given, Mr speaker declared him duly and con¬ 
stitutionally elected Senator to the Congress of the United States, for the 
term prescribed by law. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of the J udge of the coun¬ 
ty court fo Sumter county, Henry L. Scruggs alone being in nomination 
and having received one hundred and four votes, that being the whole 
number given, Mr speaker declared him duly and constitutionally elected 
J udge of the county court of Sumter county for the time specified by 
law. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Dallas county, George R. Evans Alone being in nomination, and 
having received one hundred and three votes, that being the whole number 
given, Mr Speaker declared him duly and constitutionally elected J udge of 
the county court of Dallas county for the time specified by law. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Lauderdale county, J ames Haraway alone being in nomination 
and having received ninety-eight votes, that being the whole number given, 

Mr Speaker declared him duly and constitutionally elected J udge of the 
county cor for Lauderdale county, for the time prescribed by law. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Marshall county, Lewis Wyeth alone being in nomination and 
having receive ninety-seventy votes, that being the whole number of votes 
given, Mr speaker declared him duly elected J udge of the county court 
for Marshall county, for the time specified by law. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Butler county, Herndon L. Henderson alone being in nomination 
and having received ninety-four votes, that being the whole number given, 

Mr speaker declared him duly and constitutionally elected J udge of the 



county court for Butler county, for the time prescribed by law. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
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court for Mobile county, J ohn F. Everett and Clement C. Bassett being in 
nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr Everett, are Messrs. President, Arnold, Barclay, Borough, Brod- 
nax, Devereaux, Fleming, Hudson, J ames, J amison, Lea, Mays, Moore, Musgrove, Oliver, Rains, 
Rather, Robets, Smith, Terry and Wallace, of the Senate. Messrs. Speker, Abernathy, Alston, 
Andrews, Baker, Barron, Bates, Berry, Boykin, Calhoun, Christian, Clough, Cobb, Cottrell, 

Crabb, Dejarnett, Dent, Eiland, Evans, Gage, Greening, Henderson, Horton, J ohnson, J ones, 
Lindsay, Mallard, Martin May McDavid LmLemore, Moore, Nelson, Oliver, Owen, Patton, 

Payne, Perryman, Pledger, Posey, Priest, Puckett, Reseau, Scott of J. Scott of M. Shields, Sim¬ 
mons, Skinner, Slaughter, Smith of M. Smith of W. Spruill, Turner, Ward, and Wright of the 
House. 

Those who voted for Mr Bassett, are Messrs. Beene, Farrar and Nabors of the Senate. And 
Messrs. Aldridge, Allen, Beauchamp, Boyd, Carmack, Davis of of A. Davis of M. Frozier, Frier¬ 
son, Gann, Gordon, Hammond, Harrison, Hutchins, Kelly, King, Left witch, McClanahan of 
M. McClanahan of S. McMillon, Saunders, Snodgrass, Warran, Williams of B. Williams of P. 
and Wynn of the House. 

John F. Everett, Esq. having received a majority of the votes given, Mr 
Speaker declared him duly elected J udge of the county court of Mobile 
county, for the time prescribed by law. 

The Senate then withdrew, and the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning 9 o'clock. 

TUESDAY, J une 20th.- The following message was received from the 
Senate by Mr Childress, their assistant secretary: Mr Speaker, the Sen¬ 
ate have adopted the following Resolution- Resolved, That a committee 
be appointed on the part of the Senate, to act with such committee as may 
be appointed on the part of the House of Representatives, to wait on his 
Excellency C. C. Clay, Governor of the State, on inform him of his elec¬ 
tion to the Senate of the Congress of the United States. They have ap¬ 
pointed on their part Messrs. Hudson, Beene and Terry, in which they 
ask the concurrence of your honorable body. They have also passed bills 
which originated in the House of Representatives of the following titles, 
viz: an act to appoint an additional surveyor in the county of Henry; an 
act to authorise the Bank of the State of Alabama and its Branches, to cir¬ 
culate bills of notes of less denomination than five dollars. Ordered, that 
the House concur in the resolution contained in the above message, where¬ 
upon Messrs. Moore, Cottrell and Shields were appointed said committee 
on the part of the House. Ordered that the clerk acquaint the Senate there¬ 
with. 

Mr J ohnson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Morgan county, 
praying to be attached to Marshall county, which was read and referred to 
a select committee consisting of two of the delegation from the counties of 
Jackson, Morgan and Blount. 

Mr Snodgrass presented the petition of sundry citizens of J ackson coun¬ 
ty, asking right to be extended to Thomas Carguile to build a mill on Crow 
creek in said county, which was read and referred to a select committee 
composed of the delegation from the county of J ackson. 

Mr Smith of M. from the judiciary committee to whim was referred the 
bill to allow each of the several counties of Tallapoosa, Russell, Coosa, 

Chambers, Marshall, Randolph, Macon, DeKalb, Covington and Chero¬ 
kee: one member of the House of Representatives, reported the same 
with sundry amendments which were concurred in; the bill was then or¬ 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill to amend the laws 
in relation to judiciary proceedings, reported the same without amend- 



ment and recommended its passage. The report was concurred in, and the 
bill ordered to be engrossed and made the order of the day for a third rea¬ 
ding on to-morrow. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill to prevent the insti- 
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tuition of illegal and oppressive suits in the United Sates States courts in 
this State, reported the same with sundry amendments as therein 
shewn, and with the amendments they recommend its passage. The ques¬ 
tion was first taken on concurring in the first amendment reported by the 
committee and carried. The question was then taken on concurring in 
the second amendment reported by the committee which was carried. The 
question was then on agreeing to the additional section No. 3. reported by 
the committee, mr Crabb moved to disagree to that portion of the amend¬ 
ment contained in the additional section, reported by the committee requiring 
a disclosure by the counsel or attorney of all the facts that may have come 
to his knowledge, in relation to the ownership of the cause of action, insti¬ 
tuted in the federal court. Mr Calhoun moved to lay the bill upon the 
table and to have it made the special order of the day for to-morrow twelve 
o'clock, which was carried. 

Mr Campbell from the select committee of eighteen, on the embarrassed 
and pecuniary condition of the country, made the following report: 

The select committee to which was referred so much of the message of the Governor as relates 
to the embarrassed condition of the people of this State, and to which was referred certain resolu¬ 
tions of this House, prescribing the principles upon which the interposition of this state can be 
made for the relief of its citizens, and the proceeding of meetings of citizens in Perry and Sumter 
county, have had the whole under consideration and have instructed my to report: 

That the papers referred to them contain abundant evidence of the embarrassed condition of 
the people of this State. It is unnecessary to trance the causes that have let to this embarrass¬ 
ment. The enquiry is not important, except as connected with the remedies which have been 
proposed for their removal. The great and pervading evil that prevails in our State, and which 
has prostrated confidence and credit, is the amount of actual indebtedness that exists on the par- 
of our citizens to the banking institution of this State, and the dealers in property and merchant- 
dize abroad, compared with the immediate and available resources of our people. The resolu¬ 
tions which were adopted by the House of Representatives, and which were referred to your 
committee, contain an expression of the opinion that the resources of our people are abundant.- 
and that their accustomed enterprise, industry and economy, will be sufficient to extricate them 
from their embarrassments, if time shall be afforded to bring those resources into operation. In 
this opinion, your committee entirely concur- and their enquiries have been principally directed 
to the end of enabling the debtor to obtain this further extension in the times at which his debts 
shall become payable. 

For this purpose their attention has been directed to the condition f the Banking institution 
and their means of affording further loans upon their present capitals. The capital stock of those 
institutions, amount to $10,141,806, exclusive of the surplus profits of each year, which has hith¬ 
erto remained in them and upon which their business has been increased. The debts and liabili¬ 
ties which these institutions owe and have incurred, approach very near the limit imposed in their 
several charters. The limit was imposed with great deliberation- it has continued through a se¬ 
ries of years- it has been imposed upon each institution as it came into existence: and your com¬ 
mittee were unanimously of opinion, that the banks could not transgress it without weakening 
their ability, wounding their credit, impairing that confidence in their solvency that now ex¬ 
ists. 

As this subject was one of great interest, and as the conclusions of our committee upon this subject 
exercised a material influence upon the course of policy to be adopted, they addressed the follow¬ 
ing questions to the Presidents and committees of Directors, from the several institutions in this 
State, and which were then assemblen at the seat of Government. 

1. What should constitute the basis upon which the amount of the circulation of the several 
Banks should be regulated and governed? 

2. From the present condition of the several Banks, to what amount can they safely increase 
their circulation? 

3. What would be the effect upon the safety and prosperity of the Banks, of issuing post notes, 
running to maturity at twelve months, and bearing an interest of from 4 to 6 per cent, to be loan- 



ed out at 8 per cent, on personal or real security; would the Banks be able by the issuance of 
notes to increase their circulation to any available amount, and to what amount? 

The answers to these questions were- 

1. That the basis of loans and circulation was the amount of capital stock paid in; that the lim¬ 
its on both were fixed in the charters; and that the Legislature might safely provide for the gradual 
increase of the specie on hand. 

To the second: That the Banks were not in a situation to extend their loans in safety to any 
material extent; that it was due to the depositors and holders of their notes, to do no act further to 
depreciate their paper, which would be the consequence of such extension; that in a short time 
they might purchase bills of exchange based on cotton shipments, to facilitate the sale of cotton. 

To the third they answered; that it would be injurious to the beat interests of the State and its bank- 
3 
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ing institutions, for them to issue post notes, payable in twelve months, bearing interest. The 
banks are totally unable to redeem their paper now in circulation; nor will they be able to do so 
until they can make collections from those indebted to them. If the debts due the bans are ex¬ 
tended it will not be prudent or safe for them to increase their circulation materially. It cannot be 
expected that the community can depend for relief by new loans from your banks with any pros¬ 
pect of a speedy return to specie payments. 

These opinions from a large body of intelligent and practical men, deeply interested in the sub¬ 
ject before them, and which opinions are characterized by so much good sense, sound judgment, 
and regard for the integrity of our institutions, and, of consequence, of the State, your committee 
felt, were entitled to very great consideration. 

Relief to the distressed debtors of our citizens, by means of the banking institutions, operating 
upon their present capital was now entirely out of the question. Your committee as the same time 
arrived at the conclusion, that, if the resources of the banks were increased, that relief could be 
afforded to the citizens; that private credit might revive that individual resources of the country 
would be invigorated, and at the same time the ability of those institutions would be strengthened 
and confidence in them completely restored. 

Your committee were of opinion that it was not wise or prudent to provide for a permanent ad¬ 
dition of the banking capital of the Ste, event if that were practicable; but the measure which 
they have directed to be reported, are addressed to the necessities of the present crisis and have 
no operation but to relieve them. The bills contemplate the raising of money in the same mode 
that the Sate has followed to create the capitals of our State institutions. Your committee are sat¬ 
isfied that the bonds of the State, redeemable in short periods, can be negotiated without difficulty; 
that funds will be realized to supply the vacuum in our banking institutions, or the disproportion be¬ 
tween the circulation and the available funds to redeem it, will diminish by permitting the holders 
with the ability to extend indulgence to the present debtors of the banks, without postponing the 
time for the resumption of specie payments for to long a time for their credit, and for the interest 
of the State. 

Your committee have not adopted the ideal of lending, the bonds of this State directly to its cit¬ 
izens. The deference they felt to be due to the scruples of most respectable members of the 
committee ad of the House, and the community forbade such a course; and at the same time they 
were convinced that the plan they have recommended is as well adopted to the relief of their suf- 
freeing fellow citizens, were in conformity with the ir accustomed modes of business, and better cal¬ 
culated to foster the favorite institutions of our people. 

The committee have provided for the diffusion of the benefits of these measures into every coun- 
tu in the State, and to the form of the security is so arranged that no member of the community can 
be excluded. They have carefully guarded against fictitious valuations of property, and for the 
changes which time may effect in the estimates of value. 

The committee have confined the loans to the amount of capital created, in as much as the mea¬ 
sure was one for temporal relief, and not for a permanent addition to the resources of the banks, 
and have provided for a gradual return to a sound and healthy condition, which is alone suitable 
to the interest, the prosperity and honor of our State. 

I n addition to the measures reported for the extension of fresh loans to our people, the 
committee have directed bills to be reported for indulgences to the debtors o the banks. 

These measures your committee feel to be most intimately connected, and that under the pro¬ 
posed plan the banks will be better able to afford that indulgence, and the citizens of the State, 
who are indebted to the banks, to submit to it with patience. The particular measure of extension, 
your committee will add, was submitted to the convention, composed of the Presidents and Direc¬ 
tors of the several banks, and have the satisfaction of reporting that the views of the committee 
were not in the opinion of that body, injurious to the stability or solvency of those institutions. All 
of which is submitted. J. CAMPBELL, Chairman. 

Mr Campbell then submitted a bill to be entitled "an act for the relief 
from the embarrassments of the people of this State, and for other purposes;" 
which was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, 
the bill was then read the second time forthwith. On motion of mr Moore, 



ordered that the same be made the special order of the day for to-morrow, 
eleven o'clock. On motion of mr Erwin, ordered that one thousand cop¬ 
ies of the above report be printed, for the use of the members of this House. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by mr Childress, 
their Assistant Secretary : Mr Speaker- The Senate have passed bills of the 
following titles, viz : An act to change the time of holding the circuit courts 
of Benton, Randolph and Talladega counties; an act to repeal an act enti¬ 
tled an act to locate permanently the seat of justice for DeKalb county, ap¬ 
proved, December 16, 1836 ; in which they ask the concurrence of your 
honorable body. 

Mr Campbell from the select committee to whom was referred a resolu- 
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tion of this House, directing the enquiry into the expediency of extending 
relief to the purchasers of the 16th section, upon the specified terms in the 
resolution, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject. On 
motion of mr Abernathy, it is ordered that the report lie on the table. 

Mr Campbell from the same committee to whom had been referred the 
subject, reported a bill which was read the first time. Mr Campbell moved 
to lay the report on the table, and also the bill, and have one thousand co¬ 
pies printed. 

Mr Campbell moved to adjourned until to-morrow 9 o'clock; which was 
lost. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by mr Childless 
their assistant secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate have passed a bill of 
the following title: An at to alter the boundaries of certain counties therein 
named; in which they ask the concurrence of the House of Representatives 
And then the House adjourned till half pat three o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session, J une 20.- The House resumed the consideration of 
the bill for the regulation of the Bank of the State of Alabama and its sev¬ 
eral branches. Mr Campbell moved to postpone the consideration of the 
bill until Friday next, with the view to make it the special order for that 
day; which was lost. Mr Shields moved to make it the special order for 
Thursday next; which was lost. Mr shields moved to make it the special 
order of the day for to-morrow at 4 o'clock .M.; which was lost. Mr 
Ellis moved to make it the special order of the day for to-morrow, ten 
o'clock; which was carried. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by mr Childless, 
their assistant secretary: mr Speaker- The Senate have passed a bill of the 
following title, viz: An act to locate the seat of justice of Cherokee county., 
and for other purposes; in which they ask the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr Crabb from the committee on the State Bank, to whom was referred 
the subject, reported a bill to sanction the suspension of specie payments by 
the Bank of Mobile and the Planters and Merchants Bank of Mobile, and 
for other purposes; which was read the first time, and on motion of mr 
Smith of m. Ordered that the bill lie on the table. Ordered that one hun¬ 
dred and twenty copies be printed for the use of this House. 

The same committee to whom was referred the petition of the President and 
Directors of the Tuscumbia, Courtland and Decatur Rail Road Company, 
praying the liberty of issuing notes, under the denomination of five dollars, 
redeemable by this State paper, reported the same back to the House, and 
asked leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject. 

On motion of mr Abernathy, ordered that said report lie on the table. 

The same committee to whom was referred a resolution in relation to 
changing the mode of compensating Bank Attornies, reported the same as 
inexpedient to legislate thereon at the present time. On motion of mr 
Crabb, ordered that the report lie on the table. 

The same committee to whom was referred a resolution of inquiry into 
the expediency of so regulating the State Bank and its different branches; 
as to apportion the amount of discounts to different counties according to 
representation, reported that it would be inexpedient to make the change; in 
which report the House concurred. 

the same committee to which was referred a resolution of enquiry into 
the expediency of dividing that part of the public revenue apportioned to 
the State of Alabama, in proportion to their capital stock; reported a bill 
to deposit in the Bank of the State of Alabama and the branches at Mo- 
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bile, Montgomery, Decatur and Huntsville, the money received by this 
State, by acts of Congress; depositing the surplus revenue; which was read 
the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was read 
the second time forthwith. Mr Oliver moved to amend the same by an ad¬ 
ditional section. Mr Kelly moved to lay the amendment on the table; 
which was carried. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill to authorise the bank 
and branch banks of Montgomery, Huntsville and Decatur, to discount 
transaction notes; reported the same without amendment. Mr Moore 
moved to amend by striking out "five thousand dollars,” where it occurs 
in the bill; which was carried. Mr Moore moved further to amend by stri¬ 
king out, where it occurs in the second section, the following words: "All 
such discounts shall be for the purpose of paying debts, due to said bank 
or branches, and that;" which was lost. Mr Dejarnett moved to postpone 
the further consideration of the bill until the first Monday in August next; 
which was carried. 

Mr Everett from the committee on military affairs, to whom was refer¬ 
red the petition of sundry citizens of Franklin county, reported a bill to 
form a company of militia with a less number of privates than forty, 
in the county of Franklin; which was read the firs time and the constitu¬ 
tional rule bine suspended, was read the second time forthwith, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Andrews from the select committee to whom was referred the peti¬ 
tion of William H. Arther, have had the same under consideration, and 
instructed me to report a bill; which was read the first time and ordered to 
a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Baron from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill to 
amend an act entitled an act to amend and consolidate the laws on the sub¬ 
ject of public roads, approved, December 23d, 1836; reported the same with 
sundry amendments; which were concurred in. Mr Cottrell moved to 
amend by adding the words "Lowndes, Pike, Mobile, Butler and Lime¬ 
stone; which was carried. Mr Abernathy moved to insert "Four,” after 
the word "twenty,” so as to make the bill read "twenty-four;” which was 
lost. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr Crabb from the select committee to whom was referred the petition 
of Merriman Pounds, reported a bill to compensate Merriman Pounds for 
public services; which was read the first time and the constitutional rule 
being suspended, was read the second time forthwith, and ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Horton from the select committee to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of New market, asking an act of incorporation for the 
town of New Market, reported a bill to incorporate the town of New Mar¬ 
ket in the county of Madison; which was read the first time and ordered to 
a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Wright presented the petition of James Griffin, of Bibb county, which 
was read and referred to a select committee composed of the delegation 
from Bibb and Perry counties. 

The bill from the Senate to alter the time of holding the Circuit Courts 
of Benton, Randolph and Talladega counties and for other purposes, was 
read the first time and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was 
read a second time forthwith, mr Erwin moved to amend by an additional 
section, which was carried, mr Lindsay moved to amend by adding at the 
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end of the section, "and that the judge of the county courts of Morgan 
and Mobile may hold their respective courts until all the business is finish¬ 
ed," which was carried, mr Payne moved to amend by adding after the 
word "Morgan" where it occurs in the last amendment the word "Sum¬ 
ter," which was carried, mr Erwin moved to amend the caption by ad¬ 
ding "and for other purposes," which was carried. The bill was then after 
suspending the constitutional rule, read the third time and passed. Rder- 
ed, that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal an act, entitled an at, to locate perma¬ 
nently the seat of justice for DeKalb county, approved Dec. 16, 1836, was 
read the first time and the constitutional rule being suspended, it was read a 
second time forthwith and referred to a select committee, composed of the 
delegation from the counties of Jackson and St. Clair. 

The bill from the Senate to alter the boundaries of certain counties there¬ 
in named, was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspend- 
ded, it was read the second time forthwith and referred to a select commit¬ 
tee, composed of the delegation from the counties of Montgomery and 
Shelby. 

The bill from the senate to locate te seat of justice of Cherokee county 
and for other purposes, was read the first time, and the constitutional rule be¬ 
ing suspended, it was read the second time forthwith, mr Cobb moved to 
amend the same by striking out the words "Cedar Bluff” where ever it oc¬ 
curs in the bill with the view to insert "Fort Armstrong" in lieu thereof, 
which was lost, mr Davis of A. moved to lay the bill on the table, which 
was lost, mr Cobb moved to postpone the further consideration of the bill 
until the first day of August, next, which was lost. The bill was then or¬ 
dained to a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Boykin introduced a bill to authorise the commissioners of roads and 
revenue in the county of Dallas, to allow the judge of the county court of 
said conty a stated salary, which was read the first time and the constitu- 
tonal rule being suspended, it was read the second time forthwith; and the 
constitutional rule being further suspended, the bill was considered as en¬ 
grossed and read the third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the ti¬ 
tle be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence. 

Mr Smith of m. called up the engrossed bill to allow each of the several 
counties of Tallapoosa, Russell, Coosa, Chambers, Marshall, Randolph, 

Macon, Covington, Cherokee, Talladega and Dale, one member in the 
House of Representatives; the bill was then read the third time. And then 
the House adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock. 

Wednesday, J une 21st, 1837.- Mr Calhoun moved to suspend the rules 
of the House, in order to reconsider the vote taken on yesterday on the pas¬ 
sage of the bill to authorise the commissioners of roads and revenue of 
Dallas county to allow the judge of the county court of said county a states 
salary, which motion prevailed, and the vote was reconsidered. The bill 
was then referred to a select committee composed of the delegation from 
the county of Dallas. 

On motion of mr Dent, Resolved, that the Revolutionary soldiers now 
present in this House, or may be during the present session, be invited to 
take their seats within the bar of this House. 

Mr J ohnson introduced a bill to authorise J ames Crusher and his associ¬ 
ates, to open and turnpike a road therein named, which was read the first 
time and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was read the se¬ 
cond time forthwith; and the constitutional rule being further suspended, 
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the bill was read the third time, considered as engrossed and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate 
for their concurrence. 

On motion of mr Hammond, Resolved, that the different editors of news¬ 
papers who attend in the Hall of the House of Representatives taking items 
of the proceedings of said House be, and they are hereby requested to pub¬ 
lish in the different newspapers the names of the votes given on all bills on 
matters whatsoever tending to grant relief or indulgence. 

Mr Shields introduced a bill to empower the judges of the county court 
to make partition of lands, which was read the firs time and the constitu¬ 
tional rule being suspended, the bill was read the second time forthwith and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Lindsay, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 
had examined and find correctly enrolled, a bill to authorise the Bank of the 
State of Alabama and its branches, to circulate bills or notes of a less denom¬ 
ination than five dollars. 

Mr Boykin introduced a bill, to repeal in part a certain act therein named 
and for other purposes, which was read the first time, and the constitutional 
rule being suspended, it was then read the second time forthwith and refer¬ 
red to the committee on education. 

Mr Ellis from the select committee on education, to whom was referred 
a bill for the relief of purchasers of the University lands, reported the same 
without amendment. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Smith of W., from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that 
they had examined and find correctly enrolled, a bill appointing an addi¬ 
tional surveyor in the county of Henry. 

Mr McLemore introduced a bill to incorporate the Fredonia Male Acad¬ 
emy in the county of Chambers, which was read the firs time and the con¬ 
stitutional rule being suspended, the bill was read the second time forth¬ 
with, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Ellis introduced a bill for the relief of Meek & McGuire, State prin¬ 
ters for the year 1836, which was read the first time and the constitutional 
rule being suspended, the bill was then read the second time forthwith and 
referred to the committee on State printing. 

On motion of mr Simmons, Resolved, that the House will receive no new 
business after Thursday, the 22d inst. 

On motion of mr Crabb, Resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
communicate to this House any information in his possession in relation to 
communicate which have occurred since the last session of the General 
Assembly, between the citizens of any portion of this Sate and any troops 
of the United States army. 

Mr Mitchell presented the account of William Blythe, sheriff of Tal¬ 
ladega county, which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Frazier called up from among the orders of the day, the engrossed 
bill to alter and amend the patrol laws now in force in the counties of Jack- 
son, Marshall, DeKalb, Henry, Benton, Blunt, St. Clair, Madison, Cher¬ 
okee, Bibb, Marion, Covington, Dale, Morgan, Limestone, Lauderdale, 

Walker, Dallas, Lawrence and Layette. Mr M'Clannahan of M. moved to 
amend the bill by inserting after the word 'third' in the first line of the se¬ 
cond section the words 'and sixth,' which was carried; the bill was then 
read the third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and 
that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Scott of M. from the select committee to whom was referred a bill 
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from the Senate to alter the boundaries of certain counties therein named, 
reported the same without amendment and recommend is passage; the bill 
was then read the third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as afore¬ 
said, and that the same be sent to the Senate. 

Mr Abernathy introduced a bill to authorise the Tuscumbia, Courtland 
and Decatur Rail Road company to issue change bills for circulation, which 
was read the first time, and on motion of Mr Snodgrass, ordered that the 
bill lie on the table. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the bill for the regular- 
tion of the Bank of the State of Alabama and its several branches, which was 
made the special order of the day for this house. The bill was then read 
the second time. Mr Hammond moved to amend the same by strik¬ 
ing out the word 'suspension' where it occurs in the first section; which 
was lost. Mr McDavid moved to strike out the words "February, March 
and April, wherethey occurred in the fourth section of the bill, with the view 
to insert in lieu thereof, the words "May, J une and J uly;" which was lost; 
yeas 24, nays 63. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are Messrs. Aldridge 
Allen Alston Bates jr. Berry Boykin Dent Everett Frazier Gage Horton King Leftwich May Mc¬ 
David McMillion Mitchell Moore Nelson Oliver Payne Scott of M. Snodgrass and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative are, Messrs. Speaker Abernathy Andrews Bake Barron 
Beauchamp Boyd Calhoun Campbell Carmack Christian Clough Cobb Cottrell Crabb Davis of A. 
Davis of M. DeJ arnett Eiland Ellis Erwin Evans Frierson Gann Greening Gordon Hammond 
Harrison Henderson J ohnson J ones Kelly jr. Lindsay Mallard Martin McClannahan of M. Mc- 
Clannahan of S. McHenry M'Lemore Owen Patton Perryman Posey pledger Priest Puckett Re- 
neau Saunders Scott of J. Shields Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. Spruil 
Taylor Turner Ward Warren Williams of B. Williams of P. and Wynn. 

Mr Lindsay moved to amend the same by inserting after the word 'April 
next' where it occurs in the fourth section, the words "or in the months of 
May and J une next, at the will of the several Bank Directors;'' which was 
carried. Mr Payne moved to amend by inserting, after the word 'debt,' 
where it occurs in the seventh line of the fourth section, the words 'remain¬ 
ing unpaid;' which was carried. Mr Moore moved to amend the amend¬ 
ment, by way of proviso, to come in after the word 'unpaid,' in mr Payne's 
amendment, as follows "Resolved, that the bank interest on each instalment 
shall be paid one year in advance;" which was, on motion, ordered to lie 
on the table. Mr Davis of A. moved to amend the same by adding, in the 
fifth line of the fourth section, the same amendments which are added in 
the fourth line; also, by adding the same amendments in the seventh line, 
after the word 'April;' which was carried and the amendment adopted 
Mr Frazier moved to amend the same by way of proviso, to come in after 
the word 'debt,' in the 13th line of the fourth section, as follows: "And 
provided further, that the provisions of this section shall embrace debts due 
by judgment, and upon application for an extension of the same, the par¬ 
ty applying shall pay up the costs due upon such judgments. Mr Calhoun 
moved to amend the amendment by striking out all after the word "judg¬ 
ment;" which was carried. Mr Erwin moved further to amend the amend¬ 
ment by adding after the words "due by judgment," the following, "ren¬ 
dered since the first day of September, 1836;" which was carried; the amend¬ 
ment as amended was then adopted. Mr Anernathy moved to strike out 
'or' in the night line of the fourth section with the view to insert in lieu 
thereof 'on,' which was carried. On motion of mr Erwin the word 'mort¬ 
gage or' was inserted between the word 'of' and 'trust' in the 11th line of 
the fourth section. Mr Crabb moved to amend by way of proviso to come 



in at the end of the fourth section, as follows, "and provided likewise, that 
an extension of time shall not be given to any individual or copartnership 
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for a larger amount than thousand dollars, unless in the opinion of 
the proper directory it shall be necessary to secure the debt; nor shall time 
be so given on any debt except judgment debts, which became due on or be¬ 
fore the first day of December, 1836.” Mr Abernathy moved to lay the 
amendment on the table. And then the House adjourned till half past three 
o'clock P.M. 

Evening Session, J une 21st, 1837.- The House resumed the consideration of the 
amendment offered by mr Crabb to the bill for the regulation of the Bank of the 
State of Alabama and its several branches. 

Mr Abernathy's motion to lay the amendment on the table being under considera¬ 
tion, it was carried. Yeas 43, Nays 26. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Aldridge Allen Alston Baker Barron Bates jr. Berry Campbell Clough Cobb Davis of A. 

Davis of M. Dejarnett Eiland Ellis Everett Frazier Gordon Henderson Horton Hutchins Kelly 
King Leftwich McClannahan of M. McHenry McMillion Moore Mitchell Nelson Patton Payne 
Priest Puckett Reseau Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Snodgrass Turner and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. Beauchamp Boyd Carmack Christian Cottrell 
Crabb Dent Erwin Gage Gann Hammond Jones Mallard Mays McDavid McLemore Oliver 
Scott of M. Shields Spruill Taylor Ward Warren Williams of B. and Williams of P. 

Mr Abernathy moved to amend the bill by striking out the word "eight” where it 
occurs in the second line of the fifth section, with the view to insert in lieu thereof 
the word "six,” which was lost. 

Mr Barron moved to amend by striking out the sixty section with the view to in¬ 
sert the following in lie thereof. "Sec. 6. And that all bills of exchange belonging 
to said banks which have fallen due and been protested since the first day of De¬ 
cember last, and upon which damages have been incurred when the person or per¬ 
sons thus under protest, shall have paid the damages incurred by such protest, such 
damages shall be paid back to the person entitled to the same on application, and 
when the principle, interest, cost and expense of the protest, shall be paid before the 
first day of march next, the damages upon all such bills shall be omitted; which was 
carried. 

Mr Erwin moved to amend the amendment offered by mr Barron, by way of pro¬ 
viso, to come in at the end of said amendment, which is as follows: Provided, that 
the damage shall not be remitted on any bill of exchange where the time for the pay¬ 
ment of the amount of it shall have been extended under the provisions of the fourth 
section of this act; which was carried. 

Mr Campbell moved to reconsider the vote on the amendment offered by mr Erwin, 
which was lost. 

Mr Crabb moved to amend the amendment offered by Mr Barron by inserting in 
the eight line after the word "application,” the following: "or if indebted, carry to 
his or her credit in part payment of such debt.” It being precisely 6 o'clock, P.M. 
mr Scott of m. moved to adjourn the House until to-morrow nine o'clock, which was 
lost. 

Mr Priest moved to strike out the ninth section, which was lost. Mr Patton moved 
to strike out the tenth section, which was carried. Mr Campbell moved to amend 
by an additional section, which is as follows: "Sec.-. And be it further enacted, 
that if any person shall hereafter become indebted to said bank or any of its branch¬ 
es, by bond, bill, note or other contract for the payment of money, and any party to 
the same shall delay payment of the sum of money that shall be due upon the same, 
the said Bank and branch banks shall have summary remedy by motion, as in other 
cases provided in the charters of the several institutions, which was carried. Mr 
Crabb moved to strike out the second section, with the view to insert the following: 

"Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, that the notes, bills and obligations of the Bank 
of the State and its several branches shall be received by them severally and recip- 



rocally in payment of any debts due to them and to the sixteenth section funds; by the 
rustees of the University in payment of debts due to them; by the State Treasurer 
and other collectors of dues to the State in payment of debts due to the Sate; by 
the county Treasures in payment of all debts due to the aconites; and by all officers 
of the State and of said banks in payment of the salaries, which being under con- 
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sideration, mr McLemore moved to adjourn until to-morrow nine o'clock, which 
was carried. 

Thursday, J une 22.- Mr Alston presented the memorial of the Presi¬ 
dent of the Linden rail road company; which was read and referred to the 
committee on rail roads. 

A message was received from the Senate by mr Childress, their assistant 
secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate have passed bills which originated in 
the House of Representatives of the following titles, viz: An act to amend 
the charter of the Gainesville and Narkeeta rail road company: They also 
concur in the amendment of the House of Representatives to their bill to be 
entitled an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts of Benton, Ran- 
adolph and Taladega counties, and for other purposes. They have also pass¬ 
ed a bill which originated in the Senate of the following titles, viz: An act 
authorising the Treasurer of the State, to deposit the surplus revenue of the 
United States, allotted to Alabama, in the bank of the State of its branches; 
an act for the relief of Nathaniel Alston, late tax collector of the county of 
Sumter; an act to prohibit the importation of slaves into this State for slave 
or hire; an act to incorporate the Tallapooa Academy; an act to incorporate 
the town of Dadeville, in the count of Tallassee and the State of Alabama; 
an act to authorise J ohn Anderson and associates to build a toll bridge 
across the Big Warrior river, in the county of Blunt; an act to change for 
a limited time, the time at which returns are made for the election of mem¬ 
bers to Congress; in all of which they ask the concurrence of your honora¬ 
ble body. 

Mr Campbell presented the petition of the members of the Mobile Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce; which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr Snodgrass presented te petition of Thomas Longacre, praying the 
privilege to build a mill on Crow Creek, in J ackson county; which was read 
and referred to a select committee, composed of the delegation from J ack¬ 
son county. 

Mr McLemore presented the proceedings of a public meeting of the citi¬ 
zens of Chambers county, on the subject of rail roads; which was read and 
referred to the committee on rail roads. 

Mr McLemore called up engrossed bill to repel in part an act to lo¬ 
cate the seat of justice in the county of Russell, and for other purposes. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed. Ordered that the title be 
as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Smith of m. called up the bill to allow each of the several counties 
of Tallapoosa, Russell, Coosa, Chambers, Marshall, Randolph, Macon, De- 
Kalb, Covington Cherokee, Talladega and Dale, one member of the House 
of Representatives, which was read the third time. Mr Scott of m. moved 
to amend by way of engrossed rider as an additional section thereof, which 
was carried. Mr Campbell moved to amend by way of engrossed proviso; 
which was lost. Mr Davis of A. moved to lay the bill on the table; which 
was lost. The bill was then passed. Yeas 51, nays 26. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are Messrs. Speaker, Al¬ 
dridge Allen Baker Beauchamp Berry Boyd Carmack Christian Clough Cobb Davis of A. Evans 
Everet Frazier Gordon Harrison Henderson Hutchins J ohnson J ones Kelly jr. King Leftwich 
Lindsay Martin McClannahan of S. McDavid McHenry McLemore McMillion Mitchell Moore 
Oliver Owen Patton Perry man Pledger Puckett Scott of J. Scott of M. Skinner Smith of M. smith 
of W. Snodgrass Turner Warren Williams of B. and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Alston Calhoun Cottrell Crabb Davis of m. Dent 
Ellis Erwin Frierson Gann Greening Mallard May McClannahan of m. Nelson Payne Posey 
Priest Reseau Shields Simmons Slaughter Spruill Taylor William of P. and Wynn. 



On motion, messrs. Abernathy, Dejarnett, Hammond, Horton and Saun¬ 
ders, were excused. 
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Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and the same be sent to the Senate 
for their concurrence. 

The following message was received from his Excellency, the governor, 
by C. C. Clay jr. his private Secretary: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

TUSCALOOSA, June 22, 1837. 

TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 

In compliance with your resolution of yesterday, I herewith lay before you such information as 
I have received, officially in relation to difficulties which have occurred since the last session of the 
General Assembly, between the citizens of this State and troops of the United States army; you 
will perceive it consists of my correspondence with Captain Morrow and General Wool, who are 
engaged in the service of the United States, in the Cherokee nation, and with the Secretary of War, 
in relation to an order issued by General Wool. (signed.) C.C. CLAY. 

On motion, it was ordered that said communication, together with the ac¬ 
companying documents, be referred to a select committee, consisting of 
messrs. J ohnson, Cobb, Frazier, Scott of J. and Crabb. 

Mr Everett from the committee on military affairs, to whom was refer¬ 
red a bill from the Senate, entitled an act to amend an act to revise the mi¬ 
litia laws of the State of Alabama, reported the same to the House with an 
amendment; in which report the House concurred. The bill was then read 
a third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid and that the 
clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Boyd from the committee on privileges and elections, to whom was 
referred sundry resolutions to abolish and establiah certain elections pre¬ 
cincts, reported a bill to abolish and establish certain election precincts 
therein named; which was read the first time, and the constitutional rule 
being suspended, the bill was read the second time forthwith, and on motion 
of mr Crabb, ordered that the bill lie on the table. 

The same committee to whom was referred a resolution to enquire into 
the expediency of compelling justices of the peace to qualify returning offi¬ 
cers of elections, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject 
at this time; in which report the House concurred. 

Mr Moore from the committee on the State Bank, to whom was referred 
a resolution to enquire into the expediency of so changinh the manner of 
bringing suits for the collection of bank debts, as to require the same to be 
brought in the county in which the maker or majority of them, may re¬ 
side; reported that it was inexpediency to legislate on the subject at the pres¬ 
ent session. On motion of mr Davis of a. ordered that the report lie on 
the table. 

Mr Alston from the committee on divorce and alimony, to whom was 
referred the record and proceedings in a case of Rebeca Beaty, against here 
husband Ezekiel Beaty, for a divorce; reported a bill to divorce Rebecca 
Beaty, from her husband Ezekiel Beaty; which was read the first time and 
ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr J ohnson from the select committee to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of Morgan county, praying to be attached to Marshall 
county, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject at this 
time, and asked to be discharged from the further consideration of the sub¬ 
ject. On motion of mr Berry, ordered that the report lie on the table. 

Mr Greening from the select committee to whom was referred a bill to 
authorise the commissioners of roads and revenue of Dallas county, to allow 
the judge of the county court of said county, a stated salary; reported a bill 
in substitute of said bill and recommend its passage. The bill was then 
read the second time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill 



was considered as engrossed, and read the third time and passed. Ordered 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 



43 


Mr Lindsay from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they had 
examined and find correctly enrolled, a bill to incorporate the Springfield 
male and female academy, and the bill to divorce Polly Berry Dundar, 
from her husband J ohn Dunbar. 

Mr Smith of m. called up the bill to alter the time of holding the circuit 
court of Madison county, the bill was then read a second time and referred 
to a select committee, consisting of the delegation from the counties compo¬ 
sing the fifth judicial circuit. 

Mr Turner called up the bill from the Senate to locate the seat of justice 
of Cherokee county and for other purposes, which was read a third time and 
passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. 

Mr Abernathy introduced a bill for the relief of the purchasers of the 
sixteenth section, township four, range six, west, in the county of Law¬ 
rence; which was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being sus¬ 
pended, was read the second time forthwith and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading to-morrow. 

The House adjourned till half after 3 o'clock P.M. 

Evening Session, J une 22.- Mr Everett introduced a bill to compensate G. W. 
Stratham, for apprehending William McGrew, indicted for murder; which was read 
the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, was read the second time 
forthwith, and referred to the committee on proposition and grievancies. 

Mr Everett introduced a bill to repeal on act entitled an act more effectually to se¬ 
cure the collection of rents in the county of Mobile; which was read the first time, 
and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was read the second time forth¬ 
with, and the constitution! rule being further suspended, the bill was considered as 
engrossed, and read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid 
and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Crabb presented the account of James Rather; which was read and referre 
to the committee on accounts. 

On motion of Mr McMillion, Resolved, that the committee on the Sate Bank be 
instructed to ascertain whether any of the officers of said Bank, have been trading as 
co-partners, or in any manner concerned in trading in the public funds, dividing prof¬ 
its resulting from trade in negroes, or any other species of property, and that they 
be instructed to obtain evidence upon the subject, by sending for persons and pa¬ 
pers, which may have a tendency to establish the fact, should such exist. 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Childless, their assis¬ 
tant secretary: Mr Speaker-The Senate have passed a bill of the following title, 
viz: An act to discontinue and establish certain election precincts therein named; in 
which they ask the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

A message was received from the Senate by mr Childless, their assistant secretary: 
Mr Speaker- The Senate have passed a bill of the following title: An act regular- 
ting the mode of discounting notes in the Bank of the State of Alabama and its sev¬ 
eral branches; in which the ask the concurrence of your honorable body. 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Childless, their assis¬ 
tant secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate have adopted the following resolution, 
viz: Resolved, with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, that the two 
committees to which was referred the resolution, directing inquiry into all or any im¬ 
proper conduct, on the part of any officer or director of the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama, be instructed to act jointly in prosecuting said investigation. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill for the regulation of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama and its several branches. 

The amendment offered by mr Crabb, being under consideration, mr Campbell 
moved to lay the amendment on the table; which was carried. Yeas 52, nays 30. 



The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are messrs. Speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Aldridge Allen Alston Andrews Baker Barron Beauchamp Berry Campbell Christian 
Clough Cobb Davis of A. Davis of M. DeJ arnett Ellis Erwin Everett Frazier Frier son Greening 
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Gordon Harrison Horton Hutchins J ohnson King Lindsay Mallard Martin McClannahan of M. 

McCord Nelson Oliver Owen Patton Pledger Posey Priest Saunders Scott of M. Shields Simmons 
Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. Snodgrass Turner Warren Williams of P. and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Boyd Boykin Carmack Cottrell Crabb Dent Evans 
Gann Hammond Henderson J ones Kelly jr. Leftwich May McClannahan of S. McDavid McLe- 
more McMillion Mitchell Moore Payne Perryman Puckett Reseau Skinner Spruill Taylor Ward 
Williams of B. and Wynn. 

Mr Ellis moved to amend the bill by an additional section thereto, as follows, viz: 

And be it further enacted, with a view to extend relief and accommodation to all the 
citizens of this State, who are not indebted to said banks, and who are not embraces 
by the privileges of the 4th section of this act, giving an extension to bank debtors; 
said banks are hereby required to extend their issues as usual, (so that they do not 
exceed their chartered limits,) in the discount of accommodation and other paper and 
at the proper season, in the purchase of bills of exchange, until the first day of May, 

1838; from and after which time (if in the opinion of the directors of said banks, the 
public welfare authorise it,) they shall commence a gradual contraction o their issues, 
with a view to the resumption of specie payments. Mr Campbell moved to strike out 
all of the amendment after the enacting clause, with a view to insert and add there¬ 
unto sundry other sections, numbered from one to sixteen. Mr Campbell then moved 
to adjourn until to-morrow, 9 o'clock A.M. it being then fifteen minutes after 7 o'clok 
P.M. which was carried. And the House adjourned accordingly. 

Friday, J une 23.- Mr Frazier from the committee, to which was referred the ne- 
grossed bill from the Senate, to locate permanently the seat of justice for DeKalb 
county, having had the same under consideration, reported that said committee were 
of the opinion the bill out not to pass, and asked leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof. Mr Crabb moved to lay the report and bill on the table, 
which was carried. 

Mr Snodgrass from the committee composed of the delegation from J ackson coun¬ 
ty, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas Longacre, preying the privilege to 
build a mill on Crow creek, in J ackson county, reported a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorise Thomas Longacre and Thomas Carguill, to erect mills on Crow creek, in 
Jackson county; which was read and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Scott of M. presented the account of J ames E. Belser, from publishing an act to 
mitigate the penal laws; which was referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Wright from the select committee to which was referred the petition of divers 
citizens of Bibb and Perry counties, praying that James Griffin, should be allowed 
the privileges of a citizen of Perry county, reported a bill to be entitled an act to al¬ 
low James Griffin the privileges of a citizen of Perry county; which was read, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, being dispensed with, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, the bill 
was considered as engrossed, and read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their con¬ 
currence. 

Mr Campbell from the committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred a resolu¬ 
tion of this House, in relation to suits commenced by the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama and its several branches, in certain cases; reported a bill to regulate the corn- 
men cement and prosecution of suits in certain cases; which was read the first time, 
and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was then read the second time 
forthwith. Mr Campbell moved to amend the same, by adding after the word "enact¬ 
ed," where it occurs in the first line of the first section, the words "that the Bank of 
the State of Alabama and its branches which was carried ; the constitutional rule 
being further suspended, the bill was considered as engrossed and read the third time 
and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the 
Senate for their concurrence. 



A message was received from his Excellency, the Governor, by C. C. Clay, jr. 
his private secretary : Mr Speaker- I am requested by the Governor, to inform your 
honorable body, that he has this day approved and signed a bill from your house, of 
the following title, viz : An act to divorce Polly Berry Dunbar, from her husband 
J ohn Dunbar. 
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Mr Posey from the committee on ways and means, to which was referred the re¬ 
cords of the conviction and execution of the slave, Clarke, the property of Darling S. 
Massey, and the slave, Dilsey, the property of M. and S. Harkins, reported a bill to 
provide for the payment of the members of the present General Assembly, and for 
other purposes; which was read the first time and the constitutional rule being suspend- 
ded, the bill was then read the second time forthwith, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message was received from the Senate by mr Childress, their assistant secreta¬ 
ry: Mr Speaker the Senate have adopted the following resolution: Resolved, with the 
concurrence of the House of Representatives, that the two committees to which was 
referred the resolution directing an inquiry into all or any improper conduct on the 
part of any officer of director of the Bank of the State of Alabama, be instructed to 
act jointly in prosecuting said investigation; in which they ask the concurrence of 
your honorable body. On motion it is ordered that the House concur in the above 
resolution. Ordered that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

On motion of mr Campbell, Resolved, that the clerk of this House, be authorised 
to employ such assistance as may be necessary to keep up the journals of this House. 

Mr Everett called up the bill for the relief of William H. Arthur, late Quarter Mas¬ 
ter of General Moore, in the Creek service; which was then read the second time, 
and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was then considered as engrossed, 
and read the third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that 
the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Davis of A. called up the bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend and 
consolidate the laws on the subject of public roads, approved, December 23, 1836, 
the bill was then read the third time. Mr Clough moved to amend by way of en¬ 
grossed ryder, by adding after the word "Limestone,” the following: "and the coun¬ 
ties of Macon and Tallapoosa;" which was carried. Mr Ellis moved to amend by 
adding at the end of the first section, the following "except as the counties named 
in the second section of this bill;" which was carried. The bill was then read the 
third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

On motion of mr Horton, it is ordered, that the committee on roads, bridges and 
ferries, to whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Madison county, in 
relation to the building of a bridge on flint river, in said county, is discharged from 
that duty. Ordered that the same be referred to a select committee, composed of 
the delegation from the county of Madison. 

The bill from the Senate authorising the Treasurer of the State of deposit the sur¬ 
plus revenue of the Uited States, allotted to Alabama, in the Bank of the State of 
Alabama and its branches, was read thegrst time, and the constitutional rule 
being suspended, the bill was then read th second time forthwith, and referred to 
the committee on the State Bank. 

The bill from the Senate to prohibitit the importation of slaves into this State, for 
sale or hire: was read the first time and ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

The bill from the Senate to incorporate the Tallassee Academy, was read the first 
time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was then read the second 
time forthwith. Mr Aldridge moved to amend the same by adding a proviso, to 
come in after the word "institution,” where it occurs in the fifth lien of the second 
section; which was carried. The bill was then ordered to a third reading on to-mor¬ 
row. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill for the regulation of the 
bank and its several branches. The question being on mr Campbell's motion to 
strike out all after the enacting clause, in the amendment offered by mr Ellis, with 
the view to insert sundry sections in lieu thereof, numbered from one to sixteen, and 
then the House adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 



Evening Session, J une 23.- Mr Mitchell called up the bill to authorise the sheriff 
of Talladega county, to execute all process issued by a justice of the peace for said 
county. The bill was then read a second time forthwith and passed. Ordered that 
the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 
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Mr Shields called up the engrossed bill to empower the judges of the county courts 
to make partition of land; which was read the third time and passed. Ordered that 
the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Frazier called up the engrossed joint resolution on the subject of changing the 
mode of disposing of the public lands; which was read the third time and passed. 
Ordered that the title be as aforesaid and that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 

A message was received from the Senate by mr Connor, their secretary: Mr 
Speaker- The Senate have passed the bill from the House of Representatives, enti¬ 
tled an act for the relief of William H. Arthur, late Quarter Master of General Moore 
in the Creek service, and have amended the same by striking out the report of the 
committee to which the bill had been referred by the House of Representatives; in 
which they respectfully ask the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

The House again resumed the consideration of the bill "for the regulation of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama and its several branches. The question being upon 
striking out all after the enacting clause in the amendment offered by mr Ellis, with 
the view to insert in lieu thereof, additional sections, numbered from one to sixteen, 

The subject was ably debated by messrs. Campbell and Moore; and on motion of mr 
Smith of m. the House adjourned till to-morrow, 9 o'clock, A.M. 

Saturday, J une 24.- Mr Booker presented the account of the tax collector of Mad¬ 
ison county; which was read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Everett from the committee on military affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
to amend an act entilled an act better to regulate the returns of the strength of the 
militia of the State of Alabama; reported that it is inexpedient at this time to legis¬ 
late on the subject; which report was concurred in. 

Mr Lindsay from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they had examin¬ 
ed and found correctly enrolled, the following bills, viz: An act to alter the bounda¬ 
ries of certain counties therein named; and, an act to authorise the citizens of Chaw- 
ba to elect a constable. 

Mr Moore from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill to be entitled 
an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts of Madison count, reported the 
same without amendment. Mr Moore then moved to amend the bill by adding after 
the word "process,” in the second line of the second section, the words, "civil or 
criminal;” which was carried. The bill was read the second time, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr Frier son from the committee on accounts, to whom was referred the account 
of B. B. Breden, reported the same back to the House as inexpedient to be allowed. 

Mr Berry moved to lay the report on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Payne from the committee on proposition and grievances, to whom was re¬ 
ferred the bill to compensate G. W. Stratham, for apprehending William McGrew, 
reported the same without amendment; which was read the second time, and the con¬ 
stitutional rule requiring bills to be read on the three several days, being suspended, the 
bill was considered as engrossed, read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their con¬ 
currence. 

Mr Booker, from the select committee to whom was referred the petition of sun¬ 
dry citizens of Madison county upon the subject of a bridge, reported a bill to be 
entitled an act to authorise the building of a bridge across Flint river in Madison 
county, which was read, and the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three 
several days being dispensed with, the bill was read a second time forthwith; and the 
rule being further dispensed with, the bill was considered as engrossed, read a third 
time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Payne from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom was re- 



ferred the memorial of certain citizens of Washington county, praying an amend¬ 
ment to the laws respecting slaves, reported that it is inexpedient to legislate thereon. 
Mr Owen moved to lay the report on the table, which was carried. 
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Mr Carmack presented a joint memorial and resolutions to the Congress of the 
United States, which was read, and the constitutional rule requiring bills and joint res¬ 
olutions to be read on three several days being dispensed with, it was read a second 
time forthwith and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

A message from the Senate by mr Childless their assistant secretary. Mr Speaker: 
the Senate have passed bills which originated in the House of Representatives of 
the following titles, to wit: an act to be entitled an act to alter and amend the patrol 
laws now in force in the counties of Jackson, Marshall, DeKalb, Henry, Benton, 

Blount, St. Clair, Madison, Cherokee, Bibb, Marion, Covington, Dale, Morgan, Lime¬ 
stone, Lauderdale, Walker, Lawrence, Fayette and Talladega, and have amended 
the same by adding "therein named” in the second line, after the word "counties;” 
an act to repeal an act entitled an act more effectually to secure the collection of 
rents in the city of Moibile; an act to be entitled an act to repeal in part an act o lo¬ 
cate the seat of justice in the county of Russell, and for other purposes. They also 
concur in the amendment made by the House of Representatives to their bill to be 
entitled an act to revise the militia laws of the State of Alabama, approved Dec. 23, 

1836. 

Mr Aldridge called up from the message of the Senate, the engrossed bill from the 
Senate to be entitled an act to authorise J ohn Anderton and associates to build a 
toll bridge across the Big Warrior, in the county of Blount, which was read, and the 
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was 
read a second time forthwith; and the rule being further dispensed with, the bill was 
read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. Ordered, that mr Dent have leave of 
absence until Monday next. 

Ordered, that mr Turner be added to the committee on ways and means; also, to 
the committee on internal improvement. 

Mr Baker called up the engrossed bill to be entitled an at for the relief of pur¬ 
chasers of the University lands, which was read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence. 

On motion of mr Everett, Ordered, that the House concur in the amendment made 
by the Senate to the bill for the relief of Wm. H. Arthur, late quarter master of 
Gen. Moore in the Creek service. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate there¬ 
with. 

A message from the Senate by mr Childress their assistant secretary. Mr Speaker: 
The Senate have passed bills which originated in the House of Representatives of 
the following titles: an act to incorporate the J acksonville Female Academy; an act 
to authorise J ames Crutcher and his associates to open and turnpike a road therein 
named. They have also passed bills which originated in the Senate of the follow¬ 
ing titles: an act to incorporate the Areola Male and Female Academy; an act to 
repeal an act incorporating the town of J acksonville in Benton county; an act to amend 
the charter of the Montgomery County I nsurance Company, and for other purposes; 
an act to alter the road leading from Catawba to Montgomery; in which they ask the 
concurrence of your honorable body. 

The bill from the Senate to discontinue and establish certain election 
precincts therin named, was read the first time, and the constitutional rule 
being suspended, the bill was then read the second time forthwith and re¬ 
ferred to a committee on privileges and elections. 

The bill from the Senate to alter the road leading from Catawba to 
Montgomery, was read the first time and ordered to a second reading on 
Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate to amend the charter of the Montgomery Coun¬ 
ty I nsurance Company and for other purposes, was read the first time and 



ordered to a second roading on Monday next. 

The bill from the Senate to repeal an act incorporating the town of J ack- 
sonville in Benton county, was read the first time and ordered to a second 
reading on Monday next. 



48 


The bill from the Senate to incorporate the Areola Male and Female 
Academy was read the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspend¬ 
ed, the bill was the read the second time forthwith, and the constitutional 
rule being further suspended, the bill was read the third time and passed. 
Ordered that the title be as aforesaid and that the clerk acquaint the Sen¬ 
ate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate to change for a limited time, the time at which 
returns are made for the election of members to Congress, was read the first 
time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was then read the 
second time and referred to the committee on privileges and elections. 

The bill from the Senate for the relief of Nathaniel Alston, late tax col¬ 
lector of the county of Sumter was read the first time, and the constitutional 
rule being suspended, the bill was then read a second time forthwith and 
referred to a judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr Moore, Resolved, that the messenger of this House be 
instructed to attend the setting of the joint committee of both Houses on the 
State Bank, during the investigation growing out of the resolutions refer¬ 
red to that committee. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr Childless their assistant 
secretary, Mr Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following titles 
viz: An act to authors the payment of certain claims against the State; an 
act to relieve J ohn and Samuel, free persons of color, in which they ask 
the concurrence of the House of Representatives. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill for the regulation of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama and its several Branches, Mr Campbell's 
amendment offered to the amendment offered by mr Ellis being under con¬ 
sideration; and then the House adjourned till half past three o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session.- The House resumed the consideration of the bill for 
the better regulation of the Bank of the State of Alabama, and its several 
branches. 

Mr Erwin moved to postpone the further consideration of the subject un¬ 
til ten o'clock on Monday next, which was carried. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the bill to prevent the 
institution of illegal and oppressive suits in the United States courts in this 
State, which had been made the special order for a day past. 

Mr Calhoun moved to amend the bill by striking out all after the "first 
day of J uly next” where it occurs in the first section of the bill, with a view 
to insert the following, "all bonds, bills or notes, which shall be made paya¬ 
ble to any person or persons, or bearer, or to any corporation , or bearer, 
shall have the effect of creating an obligation or liability in favor of the 
corporation, or person or persons, only to whom any such bond or note 
may be expressly made payable, and no one but such corporation, or such 
person or persons, or their endorsers, or personal representative, shall have 
a right to maintain in his own name, an action upon any such bond, bills, 
or notes,” which was carried; the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr Abernathy presented the account of Maury Smith for prosecuting to 
conviction the negro slave Collins, which was read and referred to the com¬ 
mittee on accounts. 

Mr McLemore called up the engrossed bill to incorporate the Freedonia 
Male Academy in the county of Chambers, which was then read the third 
time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Abernathy called up the engrossed bill for the relief of the purchasers 



of the sixteenth section, township four, range six, west, in the county of 
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Lawrence, which was read the third time and passed. Ordered that the 
title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence. 

Mr M'Clanahan of S. called up the engrossed bill to authorise the citi¬ 
zens of the town of Rockford, in the county of Coosa, to elect a justice of 
the peace and constable, which was read a third time and passed. Ordered 
that the title be as aforesaid and that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 

Mr Bates called up the engrossed bill for the relief of T. L. Toulmin, 
late sheriff of Mobile county, which was read the third time and lost. 

Mr Patton called up the bill from the Senate to prohibit the importation 
of slaves into this State, for sale or hire; which was read the second time 
referred to a select committee consisting of messrs. Calhoun, Smith of M. 

Erwin, Ellis and Posey. 

Mr Frierson called up the bill from the Senate to compensate persons 
therein named, which was then read the second time. Mr Frierson moved 
to amend the same by striking out the word 'persons' where it occurs in the 
caption of the bill, with a view to insert the word 'officers' which waw car¬ 
ried and the word inserted. Mr Simmons moved to strike out the words 
'five hundred' with a view to insert 'two hundred and fifty;' a division of 
the question being called for, the question was then first taken on striking 
out and carried. Mr Frier son move to fill the blank with 'four hundred.' 

The bill was then, on motion of mr Davis of a. referred to a select com¬ 
mittee, consisting of messrs Davis of A. Frierson and McLemore. 

Mr. Skinner called up the bill from the Senate to revive the law incor¬ 
porating the town of Russelville, in the county of Franklin , which was then 
read the third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

On motion of mr Moore, ordered that the resolutions heretofore adopted 
by this House, directing an investigation into the conduct of the President 
and Directors of the Bank of the State of Alabama by the committee on the 
State Bank, be referred to the joint committee for that purpose raised. 

Mr Crabb presented the petition of sundry citizens of Tuscaloosa coun¬ 
ty, praying an extension of jail limits of said county, which was read and 
referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr Oliver offered the following resolution, Resolved, that with the con¬ 
currency of the Senate, the two houses of the General Assembly of the State 
of Alabama will adjourn on or before Friday next, sine die. Mr Moore 
moved to lay the resolution on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Smith of W., from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they had ex 
amined and find correctly enrolled, a bill for the location f the seat of justice for 
Cherokee county. And then the House adjourned till Monday morning 9 o'clock. 

Monday J une 26th, 1837.- Mr Campbell, from the committee on enrolled bills, 
reported that they had examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following ti¬ 
tles, viz: an at for the relief of Wm. H. Arthur, late quarter master of General 
Moore in the Creek service; an act to amend the charter of the Gainesville and Nar- 
keeta Rail Road company. 

Mr Gage presented he petition of Edward P. Brown, for apprehending and bring 
ing to justice Robert Curry, charged with the crime of murder, which was read and 
referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs Gage, Erwin and Crabb. 

Mr Boyd, from the committee on privileges and election, to whom was referred 
a bill from the Senate entitled an act to change for a limited time, the time at which 
returns are made for the elections of members to Congress, reported the same wit 
amendments by two additional sections, in which report the House concurred; th 



constitutional rule being then suspended, the bill was read the third time and passed 
4 
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Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for 
their concurrence. 

Mr Eiland called up from the message of the Senate, the bill to relieve john and 
Sam, free persons of color, which was read the nrst time and the constitutional rule 
being suspended, the bill was read the second time forthwith and referred to the 
committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr Boyd, from the committee on privileges and elections, to whom was referred 
the bill from the Senate to discontinue and establish certain election precincts therein 
named, reported the same with sundry amendments, and ask the concurrence of the 
House ; in which the report the House concurred. Mr McClannahan of S. moved to 
amend the same by striking out "the House of” when it occurs in the bill, which was 
carried. Mr McClannahan moved o insert after the word "Mullins," the word 'mill,” 
which was carried. Mr J ohnson moved to amend by adding at the end of the 2nd 
section, "and one at the Big Spring in Marshall county,” which was carried. Mr Al¬ 
ston moved to amend by adding at the end of the 2nd section, "one at the house of 
Wm. Pack in Marengo county,” which was carried. Mr Warren moved to amend 
by adding at the end of the 2d section, the words "one at the house of Britton Adki- 
son in the county of Dale.” Mr Berry moved to amend by adding at the end of the 
2nd section, "one at the house of J ohn S. Kerby in J ackson county; one at B. Snod¬ 
grass & Co's, store, and one at Oliver and Hillian's store, in Marshall county, south 
side of the Tennessee river, and abolish one at Barclay's and one at George Ran¬ 
som's in Marshall county,” which was carried. Mr Smith of W. moved to amend 
the same by adding at the end of the second section, the following: "That the elec¬ 
tion precinct heretofore established at the house of Robert McBride in the county of 
Wilcox, be abolished, and established in lieu thereof, an election precinct at the store 
house formerly occupied by Caldwell & Henry in said county," which was carried. 

Mr Martin moved to amend the same by adding at the end of the 2d section, the fol¬ 
lowing: " one at Ringold's Bluff, and one at the store house of Wm. Hargroves, in 
the county of Pickens,” which was carried. Mr Evans moved to amend the same by 
adding at the end of the 2d section, the following: "one at Dyer's mills in Pike coun¬ 
ty," which was carried. Mr Bates moved to amend by adding at the end of the 2d 
section,” one at Mississippi Hotel, in the city of Mobile,” which was carried. Mr 
Clough moved to strike out "J ames” when it occurs in the fifth line of the 2d section, 
and insert in lieu thereof "Matthew,” which was carried. Mr Oliver moved to amend 
by adding at the end of the 2d section, the following: " one at Hickory Grove in the 
county of Montgomery,” which was carried. Mr J ohnson moved to amend the same 
by adding at the end of the 2d section the following : "that an election precinct here¬ 
tofore established at the Cave Springs in Marshall county be abolished, and one stab- 
lished in lieu thereof at Van Buren in said county," which was carried. The bill 
was then ordered to a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor their secretary- Mr Speaker: 
The Senate have passed a bill entitled an at to extend the time of indebtedness to 
the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches, and legalizing the suspension of 
specie payments of the same, and for other purposes; in which they ask the concur¬ 
rence of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Boyd, from the committee on privileges and elections, to whom was referred 
the resolution relating to that part of the Governor's message respecting the returns 
of elections of members to Congress, reported that they have had the same under 
consideration, and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 
which was granted. 

Mr Horton called up the bill to be entitled an act incorporate the town of New 
Market in Madison county, which was read a second time. Mr Horton moved to 
amend the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause, and to insert a substitute 
in lieu thereof, which was carried, and the substitute adopted, and the constitutional 



rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill then 
as amended was considered as engrossed and read a third time forthwith and passed. 
Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for their 
concurrence. 
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Mr Turner, who voted in the majority on ordering to a third reading on to-morrow 
the engrossed bill from the Senate to be entitled an act to discontinue and establish 
certain election precincts therein named, moved to reconsider the vote, which was 
carried; the rule being dispensed with, the bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate there¬ 
with. The House then took up the bill from the Sante entitled an at to extend the 
time of indebtedness to the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches, and le¬ 
galizing the suspension of specie payments of the same, and for other purposes, 
which was read the first time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being suspended, the bill was then read a second time forthwith. Mr Scott of 
m. moven to postpone the further consideration of the same until to-morrow 10 o'¬ 
clock, and that it be made the special order of the day for that hour, which was car¬ 
ried. Ordered that ninety copies thereof be printed for the use of the embers of 
this House. The yeas and nays being desired on making the bill the special order 
of the day for to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. There were yeas 45, nays 42. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs Aldridge Alston Berry Carmack Christian 
Cottrell Crabb Cobb Ellis Evans Frazier Frierson Gann Hammond Hutchins J ohnson J ones 
King Mallard Martin M'Clanahan of M. M'Clanahan of S. M'David M'MI llion Moore Nelson 
Oliver Perryman Pledger Posey Priest Saunders Scott of J. Scott of M. skinner Slaughter Smith 
of M. Smith of W. Snodgrass Spruil Taylor Turner Ward and Williams.. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs Speaker Abernathy Bake Barron Beauchamp 
Booker Boyd Boykin Calhoun Campbell Clough Davis of A. Davis of M. Dejarnett Eiland Er¬ 
win Everett Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson Horton Kelly Leftwich Lindsay May 
McCord M'Henry McLemore Mitchell Owen Patton Payne Puckett Reneau Shields Simmons 
Warren Williams of P. Wright and Wynn. 

The following message was received from the Governor, by C. C. Clay, 
his private secretary- Mr Speaker: His Excellency did on this day ap¬ 
prove and sign the act for the relief of William H. Arthur, late quarter 
master of General Moore in the Creek service, which originated in the 
House of Representatives, and also an act to amend the charter of the 
Gainesville and Narkeeta Rail Road Company, which also originated in the 
House of Representatives. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the subject of the bill for 
the better regulation of the Bank of the State of Alabama and its several 
branches; mr Campbell's motion to strike out and insert, being still under 
consideration. Ad then the House adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session, J une 26.- Mr Davis of A. from the select commit¬ 
tee, to whom was referred the till from the Senate to compensate certain 
officers therein named, reported the same with sundry amendments, in which 
the House concurred, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill 
was then read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as afore¬ 
said, and that the clerk acquaint the senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate to compensate certain persons therein, named, 
was red the first time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill 
was then read the second time forthwith, and referred to a select commit¬ 
tee consisting of messrs McLemore, Frazier and Crabb. 

Mr Snodgrass called up the bill to authorise Thomas Longacre and Thos. 

Carguile to erect mills on Craw creek, in J ackson county, which was then 
read the second time, and the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill 
was then considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed. Order¬ 
ed, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the Senate for 
their concurrence. 

Mr Moore called up the engrossed bill to alter the time of holding the 
circuit court of Madison county, which was then read the third time and 



passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to 
the Senate for their concurrence. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill for the better reg- 
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ulation of the Bank of the State of Alabama and its several branches. 

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Tuesday, J une 27th.- Mr Calhoun from the judiciary committee to 
whom was referred the bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Tallassee 
Bridge Company, reported the same with an amendment which was con¬ 
curred in; the bill was read a second time and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Cottrell from the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry citizens of North Tuscaloosa on the subject of prison bounds, re¬ 
ported a bill to be entitled 'an act to extend the bounds of the several pris¬ 
ons in this State, which was read, and the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days being suspended, the bill was read a second 
time forthwith. Mr Horton moved to amend the bill by an additional sec¬ 
tion, which was lost; the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading on to-morrow 

Mr Cotrrell from the same committee to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled 'an act to amend the laws in relation to sheriff's sales and insolvent 
debtors,' reported the same with amendments, which was concurred in. 

Mr Nelson moved to amend the bill by an additional section, which was car¬ 
ried. Ordered that the words 'sheriff's salves and,' in the caption of the bill 
be stricken out. Mr J ohnson, who voted with the majority of mr Nelson's 
amendment, moved to reconsider the vote, which was carried. Mr Crabb 
moved to strike out the words 'fifty-cents' from the amendment with a view 
to insert a larger amount in lieu thereof. Mr Calhoun moved to lay the 
amendment on the table, which was carried. The bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on to morrow. 

A message was received from the Senate by mr Childress, ther assistant 
secretary, as follows: mr Speaker- The Senate have passed bills of the fol¬ 
lowing titles, viz: an act to allow each of the several counties of Tallapoo¬ 
sa, Russel, Coosa, Chambers, Marshal, Randolph, Macon, De Kalb, Coving¬ 
ton, Cherokee, Talladega and Dale, one member in the House of Repr.- 
sentatives; an act to empower the judges of county courts to make partition 
of lands; and act to authorise the citizens of the town of Rockford, in the 
county of Coosa, to elect a justice of the peace and constable; an act to com¬ 
pensate G. W. Stratham for apprehending William M'Grew indicted for 
murder, an act to incorporate the Fredonia Male Academy in the county 
of Chambers; an act for the relief of purchasers of University lands. They 
have also passed bills which originated in the Senate, viz: an act to com¬ 
pensate Ferguson & Eaton for printing done at the called session f the le¬ 
gislature and for other purposes; an act concerning the revenue of Marshal 
county; an at to enlarge the prison bounds in the different counties in this 
State; an act to change the mode of bringing suits on bills of exchange by 
the Bank of the State of Alabama and its several branches; an act explana¬ 
tory of the patrol laws; an act to authorise the sheriff of Marion county to 
make the assessment and collect taxes for said county; an ac to extend 
the powers of the trustees of the University of Alabama, and for other pur¬ 
poses; and an act to amend an act entitled an act to incorporate the Chaw- 
ba and Marion Rail Road Company; in which they ask the concurrence 
of the House of Representatives. 

Mr Smith of M. from the committee on the judiciary to whom was re¬ 
ferred the resolution of the House of Representatives on the propriety of 
giving to each county at least one member in the House of Representatives, 
reported that the subject matters contained therein are already embraced 
in bills before the House. Mr Snodgrass moved to lay the report on the 



table, which was carried. 
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The same committee to whom has been referred sundry resolutions on 
various subjects, reported that it was inexpedient to legislate on the subject 
at this time. On motion of mr Nelson ordered that the report lie on the table. 

Mr Smith of M. from the judiciary committee to whom had been re¬ 
ferred a bill to prevent the evil practice of fighing with deadly weapons and 
for other purposes, reported the same back to the House without amend¬ 
ment. Mr S. then submitted a motion, which he said was by request of the 
committee, to lay the bill and report on the table which was carried. Mr 
Moore then moved to refer the bill to a select committee, consisting of messrs 
Erwin, Lindsey, Ellis, Posey and Calhoun, with instructions to report 
the same back to the House at 12 o'clock to-morrow, which was carried. 

Mr Smith of M. from the judiciary committee to whom was referred the 
bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a Branch of the Bank of the 
State of Alabama at Huntsville, in the county of Madison, and to increase 
the capital stock of the Branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama at De¬ 
catur, passed J anuary 10th, 1835, reported the same back to the House with 
amendments, in which the House concurred. The bill was then ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Smith of M. from the same committee to whom was referred the en¬ 
grossed bill from the Senate to be entitled an act for the relief of Nathaniel 
Alston, late tax collector of the county of Sumter, reported the same back 
without amendment, which was read and ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr Moore from the committee on the State Bank, to whom was referred 
a bill from the Senate, entitled an act to authorise the issuance and circular- 
tion by the several banks and branch banks of this State, of notes under the 
denomination of five dollars, and for other purposes, reported that a bill to 
that effect having passed both houses and approved by the Governor, su¬ 
perseded the necessity of further legislation on the subject. Mr Moore 
moved to lay the bill on the table, which was carried. Mr Moore from the 
same committee to whom was referred a resolution to inquire into the ex¬ 
pediency of remitting damages on protested bills of exchange, reported that 
the bills before the House embrace all the objects contained in said resolu¬ 
tion and ask leave to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject, which report was concurred in. 

Mr Gage from the select committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
E. P. Brown, praying compensation for services therein specified, reported 
a bill to be entitled an act to compensate E. P. Brown, for apprehending 
and bringing to justice, Robert Curry, charged with murder; which was read 
and the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, 
being dispensed with, the bill was read a seoond time forthwith, and order¬ 
ed to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Smith of m. from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled an act to alter and amend the charter of the Merchants' 

I nsurance Company of Mobile, reported that the committee have had the 
same under consideration, and were of opinion that the bill ought not to 
pass. Mr Calhoun moved to lay the report and bill on the table; which 
was carried. 

Mr Smith of m. from the same committee, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an act to prohibit the introduction of slaves into this State, for 
sale or hire, reported the same without amendment. Mr Calhoun moved 
to lay the report and bill on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Payne from the committee on proposition and grievances, to whom 
was referred the engrossed bill from the Senate, for the relief of J ohn and 
Sam, free persons of color, reported the same without amendment; which 



was read a second time and ordered to a third reading on to-morrow. 
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Mr Johnson from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill 
to fix the seat of justice for Marshall county, reported the same back as in¬ 
expedient, and ask to be discharged from the further consideration thereof. 

Mr J ohnson moved to lay the bill on the table; which was carried. 

Mr Smith of m. from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 
had examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles, viz: 

An act to incorporate the J acksonville Female Academy; an act to author¬ 
ise J ames Crutcher and his associates to open and turnpike a road therein 
named. Ordered that the special order for this day, ten o'clock, be post¬ 
poned for the present. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the bill for the better reg¬ 
ulation of the Bank of the State of Alabama and its several branches., 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Chilress, 
their assistant secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate have instructed me to 
return to the House of Representatives the bill to be entitled, an act to au¬ 
thorise the sheriff of Taladega county, to execute all process issued by a jus¬ 
tice of the peace in said county; a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the 
commencement and prosecution of suits in certain cases; and ask that they 
may be engrossed and put in parliamentary form. 

June 23, 1837. (Signed,) C.D. CONNOR, 

Secretary of the Senate. 

The bill for the better regulation of the Bank of the State of Alabama, 
and its several branches, being still under consideration; mr Shields moved 
to lay the bill and the amendments on the table; which was carried. Yeas 
46, Nays 39. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who vote din the affirmative, are messrs. Speaker An¬ 
drews Baker Bates Beauchamp Booker Calhoun Christian Cottrell Davis of A. DeJ arnett Erwin 
Evans Everett Gage Greening Harrison Henderson Harton Kelly Leftwich Lindsay Martin My 
McClanahan of S. Accord McHenry McLemore McMI llion Mitchell Nelson Oliver Payne Perryman 
Pledger Priest Puckett Reseau Scott of m. Shields Simmons Slaughter Smith of W. Spruill 
Turner and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs. Abernathy Aldridge alien Alston Barron Berry 
Boyd Campbell Carmack, Clough Cobb Crabb Davis of m. Eiland Ellis Frazier Frierson Gann 
Hammond Johnson King Mallard McClannahn of m. McDavid Moore Owen Patton Posey Saun¬ 
ders Scott of J. Skinner Smith of m. Snodgrass Taylor Ward Warren Williams of B. Williams 
of P. and Wynn. 

And then the House adjourned till half past 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session, J une 27.- Mr Carmack called up the from the message 
of the Senate, the bill from the House of Representatives, to alter and 
amend the patrol laws now in force in the counties of Jackson, Marshall, 

DeKalb, Henry, Benton, Blount, St. Clair, Madison, Cherokee, Bibb, Ma¬ 
rion, Covington, Dale, Morgan, Limeston, Lauderdale, Walker, Law¬ 
rence, Fayette and Taladega. Ordered that the House concur in the 
amendment made by the Senate to the bill. Ordered that the clerk ac¬ 
quaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Calhoun called up the engrossed bill to prevent the institution of ille¬ 
gal and oppressive suits in the United States courts, in the State; which was 
then read the third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid 
and that the same be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Calhoun from the select committee, to whom had been referred the 
bill from the Senate to prohibit the importation of slaves into this State, for 
sale or hire, reported that they had amended the same by striking out all 
after the enacting clause, and inserting a new section instead thereof, and 
recommend its adoption. Mr Gage moved to postpone the further conoid- 



eration of the bill and the amendments proposed to the first Monday in No¬ 
vember next; which was lost. Yeas 32, nays 50. 
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The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are messrs. Abernathy 
Aldridge Andrews Beauchamp Boyd Boykin Christian Cobb Cottrell Ellis Evans Everett Gage 
Gordon Harrison Horton J ohnson Kelly Mallard Martin McClannahan of m. McClannahan of S. 
McCord Mitchell Nelson Reseau Saunders Slaughter Spruill Taylor Ward and Williams of P. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs. Speaker alien Alston Baker Barron Boo¬ 
ker Calhoun Carmack Clough Davis of a. Davis of m. DeJ ernett Eiland Frazier Frier son 
Gann Greening Hammond Henderson King Leftwich May Accord McLemore McMillion Moore 
Oliver Owen Patton Payne Perryman Pledger Posey Priest Puckett Scott of J. Scott of m. Shields 
Simmons Skinner Smith of M. Smith of W. Snodgrass Turner Warren Williams of B. Wright 
and Wynn. 

The amendment proposed by te committee was then concurred in, and 
the constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was then read the third time 
and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk ac¬ 
quaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Ellis called up from the message of the Senate, the bill to compensate 
Ferguson and Eaton for printing done at the called session of the legisla¬ 
ture and for other purposes, which was then read the first time, and the 
constitutional rule being suspended, the bill was read a second time forth¬ 
with, and referred to the committee on State printing. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the bill to extend the 
time of indebtedness to the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches, 
and legalizing the suspension of specie payments of the same and for other 
purposes; the same having been made the special order for this day. Mr 
Carmack moved to strike out all after the first section in the bill, which 
was lost. Yeas 7, nays 76. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Boyd Car¬ 
mack Evans Gann Hammond King and Taylor, 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Speaker Abernathy Aldridge alien Alston An¬ 
drews Baker Barron Bates Beauchamp Berry Booker Boykin Calhoun Campbell Christian 
Clough Cobb Cottrell Davis of A. Davis of M. Dejarnett Eiland Ellis Erwin Everett Frazier 
Frierson Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson Horton Kelly Leftwich Lindsay Mallard 
Martin May McClanahan of M. McClanahan of S. McDavid McHenry McLemore McMillion 
Mitchell Moore nelson Oliver Owen Patton Payne Perryman Pledger Posey Priest Puckett Ren- 
eau Scott of J. Scott of M. Shields Simmons Skinner Slaughter smith of M. Smith of W. Snod¬ 
grass Spruill Turner Ward Warren Williams of B. Williams of P. Wright, and Wynn. 

Mr Erwin moved to amend by adding the following to the end of the first 
section, viz: and that any and every provision f law now in force, reqiur- 
ing or authorising proceedings against such Banks with a view to the for¬ 
feiture of their charters, or by which forfeitures and penalties have been in¬ 
curred by them, be and the same are hereby declared inoperative, for those 
purposes; and that the said charters remain in full force and effect notwith¬ 
standing such suspension, which was carried. Mr Abernathy moved to 
amend by way of proviso, to come in at the end of the 1st section as fol¬ 
lows: Provided, that the bills, notes and obligations of said Banks shall be 
receivable as heretofore at the Treasury of this State, and of the several 
counties, in payment of fines and forfeitures accruing, notwithstanding such 
suspension, which was carried. Mr McClanahan of M. moved to strike 
out all after the word "into," where it occurs in the fifth line of the second 
section, to the word "provided,” in the 17th line, with a view to insert 
the following: "two instalments as follows, forty cents per centum, shall 
become due and payable during the months of April, May and J une next, 
under such rules and regulations as the President and Directors shall stab- 
lish and provide for that purpose, sixty per cent shall become due and pay¬ 
able during the months of April, May and J une, one thousand eight hun- 



dred and thirty nine, under the rules and regulations aforesaid. Mr Cot¬ 
trell moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried. Mr 
Scott of J. moved to strike out the third section, which was lost. Yeas 21, 
nays 61. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are Messrs. Aldridge 
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Berry Booker Boyd Carmack Cobb Frazier Gann Hammond King Leftwich McDavid Mc- 
Million Mitchell Moore Posey Scott of J. Snodgrass Taylor and Williams of B. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Speaker Abernathy alien Alston Andrews Ba¬ 
ker Barron Bates Beauchamp Boykin Campbell Christian Cottrell Clough Davis of A. Davis of m. 
Dejarnett Eiland Ellis Erwin Evans Everett Frier son Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Hen¬ 
derson J ohnson Kelly jr. Mallard Martin McClanahan of m. McClannahan of S. Accord Mc¬ 
Henry McLemore Nelson Oliver Owen Patton Payne Perryman Pledger Priest Puckett Reneau 
Saunders Shields Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of M. Smith of W. Spruill Turner Ward 
Warren William of P. Wright and Wynn. 

Messrs. Calhoun, May and Scott of M. were excused fm voting. 

Mr Carmack moved to amend the third section by Striking out all 
that part which relates to the Merchants and Planters Bank in Mobile. Mr 
Cottrell moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried; and 
then the House ajdourned until to-morrow morning 8 o'clock. 

Wednesday, J une 28.- Ordered that Messrs Oliver and Davis of A. be 
added to the select committee to whom was referred the subject of leave of 
absence for the remainder of the session, given to mr Hutchins. 

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor their 
secretary, to wit: Mr Speaker: the Senate have instructed me to return to the 
House of Representatives, the bill to be entitled an act to authorise the 
Sheriff of Talladega county to execute all process issued by a justice of the 
peace in said county, and a bill to be entitled an act to regulate the com¬ 
mencement and prosecution of suits in certain cases, and ask that they may 
be engrossed and put in parliamentary form, and then he withdrew. Or¬ 
dered that said bills be engrossed and sent to the Senate, and that the mes¬ 
sage lie on the table. 

Mr Paye presented the account of the jailor of Sumter county, which was 
read and referred to the committee on accounts. 

Mr Accord from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they had 
examined and found correctly enrolled the bill entitled an act to allow each 
of the several counties of Tallapoosa, Russell, Coosa, Chambers, Marshall, 

Randolph, Macon Dekalb, Covington, Cherokee, Talladega and Dale, a 
member in the House of Reresentatives. 

Mr Carmack called up the engrossed joint memorial to the Congress of 
the United States, praying a grant of land to citizens soldiers for services in 
the late war with Great Britain, and the subsequent war with the Indian 
tribes, which was read a third time and passed. 

Mr Barron called the engrossed bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act 
regulating the mode of discounting notes in the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama and its several Branches, which was read, and the rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was read a 
second time forthwith and referred to the committee on the State Bank. 

Mr Alston called up the bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act for the 
relief of Nathaniel Alston, late tax collector of the county of Sumter, which 
was read a third time. Mr Crabb moved to amend the same which was car¬ 
ried; the bill then passed. Ordered that the clerk acquaint th senate 
therewith. 

Mr Moore from the committee on the State Bank, to whom was referred 
the bill from the Senate to be entitled an act authorizing the Treasurer of 
the State to deposit the surplus revenue of the United States allotted to Al¬ 
abama, in the Bank of the State and its Branches, reported the same with an 
amendment, which was concurred in and read a third time. Mr Shields mov¬ 
ed to postpone the further consideration of the bill to to-morrow 12 o'clock, 
which was lost. Yeas 24, nays, 61. 



The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Alston An¬ 
drews Bates jr. Beauchamp Boykin Calhoun Campbell Clough Everett Greening Harrison Hen- 
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derson Accord McHenry Owen Payne Pledger Saunders Scott of m. Shields Simmons Slaughter 
Smith of W. and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. Speaker Abernathy Aldridge Allen Baker 
Barron Berry Booker Boyd Carmack Christian Cobb Cottrell Crabb Davis of A. Davis of M. 
Dejarnett Eiland Ellis Erwin Evans Frazier Frierson Gage Gann Gordon Hammond Horton 
Johnson Kelly King Leftwich Lindsay Mallard Martin May McClannahan of m. McClanahan of 
S. McDavid McMillion Moore Nelson Oliver Patton Perryman Posey Priest Puckett Reneau Scott 
of J. Skinner Smith of M. Snodgrass Spruill Taylor Turner Ward Warren Williams of B. Will¬ 
iams of P. and Wynn. 

The bill was then put upon its passage, and there were yeas 59, nays 
25. 

The yeas and nays being deisred, those who voted in the affirmative, are Messrs. Speaker 
Abernathy Aldridge Allen Baker Berry Booker boyd Carmack Christian Cobb Cottrell Crabb 
Davis of A. Davis of M. Ellis Erwin Evans Frazier Frier son Gage Gann Gordon Hammond 
Horton J ohnson Kelly jr. King Leftwich Lindsay Mallard Martin May McClannahan of M. 
McClannahan of S. McDavid McMillion Moore Nelson Oliver Patton Perryman Posey Priest 
Puckett Reneau Saunders Scott of J. Scott M. Skinner Smith of M. Snodgras Spruill Taylor 
Turner Ward Williams of B. Williams of P. and Wynn. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs. Alston Andrews Barron bates jr. Beauchamp 
Boykin Calhoun Campbell Clough Dejarnett Eiland Everett Greening Harrison Henderson Mc¬ 
Cord McHenry Owen Payne Pledger Shields Simmons Slaugher Smith of W. and Wright. 

And so the bill passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid and that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Childless, 
their assistant secretary, to wit: Mr Speaker: The Senate have passed bills 
from the House of Representatives of the following titles, viz: an act to al¬ 
ter the time of holding the circuit court of Madison county; an act to au¬ 
thorise the building of a bridge across Flint river in Madison county; an 
act for the relief of the purchasers of the sixteenth section, township four, 
range six, west, in the county of Lawrence, and have amended the same as 
therein shewn; an act to raise a salary for the judge of the county court of 
Dallas county, and have amended the same as therein shewn; an act to al¬ 
low James Griffin the privileges of a citizen and for other purposes. They 
concur in the amendments from the House of Representatives to their bills 
to wit: an act to discontinue and establish certain election precints therein 
named; an act to change for a limited time, the time at which returns are 
made for election of members to congress; and an act to compensate per¬ 
sons therein named; and then he withdrew. 

Mr Posey from the committee on State printing, to whom was referred 
the bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act to compensate Ferguson and 
Eaton for printing done at the called session of legislature and for other 
purposes, reported the same with an amendment, which was read and con¬ 
curred in; mr Calhoun moved to amend the bill by way of proviso, which 
was carried. Mr Simmons moved further to amend by way of proviso. 

Mr Snodgrass moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was lost; 
the amendment was then carried, and the constitutional rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was read a 
third time forthwith and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The following was received from the Senate by mr Childless their as¬ 
sistant secretary, to wit: Mr speaker- The Senate have passed bills of the 
following titles, viz: an act to authorise the Governor to appoint an agent to 
collect the money due the State on the sale of Aikin's and Toulmin's Di¬ 
gest; an act to change the time of holding the county court for Montgomery 



county, in which they ask the concurrence of the House of Representeves 
and then he withdrew. 

The following message was received form the Governor by mr Clay, his 
private secretary, to wit: Mr Speaker: His Excellency has on this day ap- 
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proved and signed bills of the following titles, tow it: an act to allow each of 
the several counties of Tallapoosa, Russell, Coosa, Chambers, Marshall, 
Randolph, Macon DeKalb, Covington, Cherokee, Talladega and Dale, one 
member in the Hose of Representatives; an act to incorporate the J ackson 
Female Academy; and an act to authorise J ames Crutcher and his asso- 
to open and turnpike a road therein named, which originated in the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr Frazier offered joint resolutions, requiring the Secretary of State 
with the commissioners appointed to audit and settle claims against this 
State, growing out of the I ndian hostilities, to make out a full and fair state¬ 
ment of all claims allowed by acts of the legislature this State &c., which 
was received and read and the constitutional rule requiring bills and joint 
resolutions to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the reso- 
lotions were read a second time forthwith and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Kelly offered the following resolution, Resolved, that this House will 
adjourn sine die on Saturday next, which was read. Mr Shields moved to 
lay the resolution on the table, which was carried. 

The House then resumed the consideration of the subject of the bill to 
extend the time of indebtedness to the bank of the State of Alabama and its 
Branches, and legalizing the suspension of specie payments of the same, 
and for other purposes. Mr Erwin moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the second section and inserting by way of sundry provisos the follow¬ 
ing in lieu thereof, to wit: that all debts now due to said Banks, or which 
mayu be running to maturity in the same, whether by bill of exchange, or 
promissory notes or judgments, shall be divided into three annual instal¬ 
ments as follows, to wit: one of the twenty-five per cent to become payable du¬ 
ring the months of March, April, May or June next, one of thirty-seven 
and a half per cent, to become due and payable during the months of March, 
April, May orj, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine; and one 
for thirty-seven and a half per cent, in the months of March, April, May 
or J une, in th year one thousand eight hundred and forty, and the interest 
to be calculated at eight per cent, upon the whole debt up to the time when 
each instalment shall become due, or when such instalment shall be paid, 
shall become due and be paid in the same manner of each and every of such 
instalments, Provided, that every debtor of the Bak obtaining such exten¬ 
sion, shall be prevented from obtaining any loan on accommodation notes 
until the whole of said debt shall be discharged, and Provided, that in all 
cases of an extension, it shall be the duty of the Directors of said Banks to 
take a new note with good personal security, or securities, by way of mort¬ 
gage or deed of trust upon real or personal property, or both as they may 
think best, which security may be changed, renewed or increased, if re¬ 
quired by said Banks once a year or oftener if necessary so as to secure the 
ultimate and punctual payment of said debt; and Provided further, that the 
debts due to said Banks, or which may be running to maturity in said Banks 
upon foreign bills of exchange, (always excepting bills of exchange on New 
Orleans) shall not fall within any of the before mentioned provision of 
this section; but when such bills may have been or shall be protested, the 
said Banks are hereby authorised and empowered to make such arrange¬ 
ment with the parties thereto, to afford such extension, and take such se- 
purity as will best comport with the interests and welfare of said Banks, and 
the said Banks are hereby further authorised and empowered to make any 
additional rules and regulations in relation to the debts first provided for in 
this section not herein contained. Mr Calhoun moved to amend the amend- 



ment by inserting after the word "extension" in the 18th line the follow- 
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ing: " to the amount of two thousand dollars,” also at the end of the same 
proviso the words "and any person having his debt for a less sum than two 
thousand dollars, extended under the provisions of this section, shall be al¬ 
lowed to apply for an accommodation equal to the difference between his 
debt and two thousand dollars,” which was carried; the amendment then as 
amended was adopted. Mr Saunders moved to amend the bill by way of 
proviso to the second section as follows, to wit: Provided further, that no¬ 
thing in this act shall be so construed as to prevent debtors to the Bank from 
closing their indebtedness before the first dry of April next, in the manner 
provided for in this section. Mr Patton moved to lay the amendment on 
the table, which was carried. 

The following communication was read by the speaker, to wit: 

House of Representatives, J une 28. 

Mr Speaker:- Permit me to tender to you and through you to the accep¬ 
tance of the House, the resignation of the office of assistant clerk to the 
House of Representatives, which I now have the honor to fill. 

Their acceptance of the same, will oblige their, obedient serv't, 

HENRY L. MARTIN. 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr Smith of M. offered the following amendment to come in at the end 
of the section of the bill, to wit: "Provided nevertheless, that 

the State of Alabama shall henceforth be effectually separated from all con¬ 
nection in name, interest, liability and association to all intents and purpose- 
es whatever in further, of the Planter's and Merchant's Bank of Mobile. 

Mr Cottrell moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried. 

Yeas 41, nays 40. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are messrs. Speaker Abernathy Andrews Barron Bates 
Beauchamp Campbell Cottrell Clough Dent Eiland Ellis Erwin Evans Everett Gage Harrison 
Henderson J ones Lindsay Mallard Martin May McClannahan of M. McClannahan of s. Accord 
Oliver Owen Patton Payne Pledger Priest Reseau Saunders Scott of M. Shields Simmons Slaugh¬ 
ter Smith of w. Warren and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are Messrs Aldridge alien Baker Berry Booker Boyd Carmack 
Christian Cobb Crabb Davis of a. Davis of M. DeJ arnett Frazier Frier son Gann Gordon Ham¬ 
mond Horton Johnson Kelly King Leftwich McDavid McHenry M'Lemore Mitchell Moore Nel¬ 
son Posey Puckett Scott of J. Skinner Smith of M. Snodgrass Turner Ward Williams of B. Wil¬ 
liams of P. and Wynn. 

Mr Ellis offered to amend the bill by a further additional proviso, to come 
in at the end of the second section as follows, to wit: and provided further, 
that the provision of this section shall not take effect in favor of said banks, 
unless they shall assent that the Legislature may hereafter modify or repeal 
the act or act incorporating said banks, or any acts in amendment thereof, 
which said assent should be given within forth days, by an agreement under 
corporate seals, to be deposited with the Secretary of State, and if either 
of said banks fail to give their assent within the time aforesaid, then the 
provision aforesaid shall be operative only for the one giving its assent. Mr 
Campbell moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried. 

Yeas 47, Nays 39. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are messrs Abernathy Alston Andrews Baker Barron Bates 
Beauchamp Calhoun Campbell Christian Clough Cottrell Crabb DeJ arnett Eiland Erwin Evans 
Everett Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson Jones Lindsay Martin Accord McLemore 
Oliver Owen Patton Payne Perryman Pledger Puckett Reseau Saunders Scott of M. Shields Sim¬ 
mons Slaughter Smith of W. Spruill Ward Warren and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs Aldridge alien berry Booker Boyd Carmack Cobb 
Davis of A. Davis of M. Ellis Frazier Frierson Gann Hammond Horton J ohnson Kelly King Left- 



wich Mallard McClannahan of M. McClannahan of S. McDavid McHenry McMillion Mitchell 
Moore Nelson Posey Priest Scott of J. Skinner Smith of M. Snodgrass Taylor Turner Williams 
of B. Williams of P. and Wynn. 

And then the House adjourned until 3 o'clock P.M. 

Evening Session, 3 o'clock.- The House resumed the consideration of 
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the bill from the Senate to extend the time of indebtedness to the Bank of 
the State of Alabama and its branches, and legalizing the suspension of spe¬ 
cie payments of the same and for other purposes. Mr Crabb offered the 
following amendments to the bill, to come in at the end of the third section, 
to wit: Sec. -. And be it further enacted, that the said bank of Mobile 
shall withdraw from circulation as soon as it resumes specie payments, all 
its notes under the denomination of five dollars. Sec.- And be it fur¬ 
ther enacted, that each of said individual banks shall file in the Executive 
Office, within six months from the passage of this act, written evidence sat¬ 
isfactory to the Governor, of the approval and acceptance by a majorioty of 
the stockholders of said banks respectively of this act, as part of their 
charters, so far as applicable to them. Sec. -. And be it further enacted, 
tha tif either of said individual banks shall fail to file consent as aforesaid, 
it shall be the duty of the Governor to cause a quo warranto to be insti¬ 
tuted against the bank so failing; and upon its being judicially ascertained 
that such bank has at any time previous to the passage of this act, suspend¬ 
ed specie payment as aforesaid, the court having jurisdiction of the case 
shall adjudge the charter of such bank forfeited, and shall enjoin its further ex¬ 
ercise of banking privileges under the charter, except so far as may be ne¬ 
cessary to wind up the affairs of said institution. Mr Campbell moved a fur¬ 
ther amendment by adding the following, to wit: And be it further enacted, 
that the stockholders of said banks shall within twelve months from the 
date of this act, pay the amount that shall be due upon their subscriptions, 
or the same shall be forfeited, with all partial payments thereon, and the 
same shall be incorporated with the funds of the bank: provided, that each 
stockholder may relinquish any part of their stock, by applying all partial 
payments to the completion of payments on that part of the same that shall 
not be relinquished, which was carried. Mr Crabb then moved to amend 
his amendment by adding the following to come in at the end of the first 
section of the same, to wit: and that it shall not thereafter execute, emit or 
circulate, any note, bill, or other obligation of its own, of a less denomina¬ 
tion than five dollars, which was carried. The amendment as amended, 
was then adopted. Mr Shields moved to strike out the fourth section, which 
was carried. Mr Barron moved to amend the sixth section of the bill by 
striking out the word "January” when it occurred, on insert "December,” 
which was carried. Mr Patton offered the following amendment to the 
sixth section of the bill, to wit: That all bills of exchange falling due and 
protested since the first day of September last, and upon which damages 
have been incurred and paid, the damages incurred by such protest shall be 
refunded ot the persons paying the same on application, and in all cases when 
the principle, interest and expense of the protest shall be paid before the 
first day of March next, the damages on all such bills shall be remitted: 
provided, the damages shall not be remitted on any such bill of exchange, when 
the time for payment of said bill of exchange shall have been extended 
under the second section of this act. Mr Snodgrass moved to lay the 
amendment on the table, which was carried. Mr Calhoun moved to amend 
the sixth section by striking out the words "as on those running to mature- 
ty," where they occur in the 10th line of said section. Mr Abernathy 
moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried. Mr Turner 
moved to amend by the following proviso, viz: "provided that time shall 
not exceed three years,” which was lost. Mr Nelson moved to amend by 
striking out the word "J anuary,” where it occurred in the 6th line of the 
7th section, to insert "December," which was lost. Mr Crabb then moved 
to amend by striking out the word "there” where it occurred in the 8th 
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line of the 7th section, which was carried. Mr Erwin moved to amend the 
9th section by striking out the following at the end of the section: "and 
in all cases of extension of debt under the provision of this act, that the 
sum of eight per cent, interest shall be calculated," which was carried. 

Mr Erwin moved further to amen by two additional sections, to come in 
at the end of the section. Mr Campbell moved to amend by inserting the 
following: "and Bank of Mobile, and Planters & Merchants Bank of Mo¬ 
bile," to come in after the words 'branch Banks," when they occur in mr 
Erwin's amendment, which was carried. The amendment as amended 
was then adopted. Mr Snodgrass moved to strike out all of the 10th sec¬ 
tion, which was lost. Mr Crabb moved the following, to wit: after the 
word "Governor" in the 2nd line of the 10th section, insert the words 
"Comptroller of public Accounts, State Treasurer and President of the 
Bank of the State," and the 4th line strike out the word "he," and insert 
"they" in lieu thereof, which was carried. Mr Saunders offered the fol¬ 
lowing, to wit: strike out the words "any time after” when they occur in 
the 9th line, which was lost. Mr Ellis moved to amend by adding after 
the word "redeemable," "at the pleasure of the State," which was carried. 

Mr Ellis moved further to amend by striking out after the words "in such 
form, and such additional impositions as he may think proper," which oc¬ 
curs in the 3d and 4th lines. Mr Everett moved to lay the amendment on 
the table, which was lost. Mr Turner moved to amend by the following, 
in the 4th line after the words "sums of," to insert "one hundred." Mr 
Spruill moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried. 

Mr Carmack moved to strike out "five" which occurred before "millions," 
and on motion of mr Everett, it was laid on the table. The amendments 
were then adopted. Mr Smith of m. offered the following amendment to 
section 12, to wit: after the word "Europe," insert "the one half to be 
paid in specie and be deposited in the banks in aid of their capital, and the 
other half sold for funds equivalent to specie, and be deposited in solvent 
banks in the city of New York, as a specie fund subject to the draft of such 
bank for whose benefit such bonds were sold, in aid of their banking capital 
also. Mr Campbell moved to amend the amendment by the following pro¬ 
viso to wit: "provided further, that if the said bonds shall not be sold in 
eighteen months, and the issues shall be made thereon, it shall be lawful 
for the said banks to sell the same at their par value, or at a higher rate if 
possible, for the purpose of redeeming its circulation," which was carried. 

Mr Crabb moved to amend as follows, to wit: after the word "done," in¬ 
sert "at or above par;" which was carried. The amendment then as amen¬ 
ded, was adopted. Mr Crabb moved to amend at the 13th section, by an 
additional section; which was carried. Mr Campbell moved to strike out 
the last proviso, in the 14th section ; which was carried. Mr Priest moved 
to amend by inserting in the 6th line of the 14th section, after the word 
"banks," the following : "And it shall be the duty of the said President and 
Directors, when not contrary to the interests of the banks, to give the pre¬ 
ference to sucb business or transaction paper; which was lost. Mr Scott 
moved to strike out the word 'now,” in the 4th line; which was lost. Mr 
Nelson offered to amend as fallows: Insert the words "at eight per cent," 
after the word "note," where it occurred in the 4th line; which was on mo¬ 
tion of mr Patton, laid on the table. Mr Lindsay offered the following 
amendment, to wit: In section 14th, 4th line, after the words "now due,” 
add "or which may fall due before the first day of next March ;" which 
was adopted. Mr Oliver moved to amend by a proviso, to come in at the 
end of the 15th section, as follows, viz: "And provided further, that a prefer- 
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ence in accommodation, shall be given by the President and Directors of the 
said bank and its several branches, to any person or persons, who shall make 
oath that judgments or execution, is open and outstanding against him, and 
that the loan is or the purpose of paying and satisfying such judgment or 
execution. Mr Bates moved to lay the amendment on the table; which 
was carried. Mr Nelson moved to amend by the following proviso, to 
come in at the end of the 15th section, to wit: "And provided further, 
that during the first twelve months, after the passage of this act, no loan on 
notes shall be given at said banks or branch banks, except the applicant make 
oath by affidavit, before some justice of the peace, and attach the same to 
the note offered for discount, that the wants said discount and money to pay 
a debt in which he became bound previous to the first day of J une 1837; 
and no domestic bill of exchange payable at the counter, shall be discounted 
under any circumstances, during the first three years, from the said first day 
of J une. Mr Abernathy moved to lay the amendment on the table; which 
was carried. Mr Horton moved to amend by proviso, to come in at the 
end of said section, as follows, to wit: "Provided, that no persons shall be 
permitted to obtain any loan of the issues upon said bonds, who cannot sat¬ 
isfy the Directors of the bank, to which he may apply for loan, that he is 
indebted in a sum to the amonnt of which he applies for, and needs such 
loan to enable him to pay such debt or debts. Mr Abernathy moved to 
lay the amendment on the table; which was carried. Mr Simmons moved 
the following amendment, to be inserted after the word :years," in the 9th 
line of said section, to add: "The first payment to fall due in April, May 
or J une, 1838, and the balance in two equal annual instalments;" which 
was lost. Mr Campbell moved to amend, by inserting "from," after 
"three," in the 9th line of said section. Mr Abernathy moved to lay the 
amendment on the table; which was carried. Mr Campbell offered the 
following amendment, to come in after the words "two thousand dollars," 
which occurs in the 6th line of said section, twit: "To any one person, 
within the first forty day s after the said bank and branch banks shall com¬ 
mence the making of loans upon its increased capital, and after that time, 
in sums not exceeding seven thousand dollars, to any one person.” Mr 
Patton moved to lay the amendment on the table; which was carried. Mr 
Campbell moved to strike out the word "eight," which occurred in the 
9th line of sad section, and to insert “seven," in lieu thereof; which was 
carried. Mr Crabb moved to amend, by inserting the words "to any one 
person," after the word "dollars," which occurs in the 6th line of said sec¬ 
tion; which was carried. Mr Patton offered the following, viz: After the 
words "eight per cent per annum," to add the following: "and if the said 
President and Directors have any reasons to believe that the notes offered, 
are borrowed, or not for the benefit of the principal in said note, it shall be 
their duty to reject such note, or notes. Mr Snodgrass moved to lay the 
amendment on the table; which was carried. Mr Horton moved to amend 
by the following proviso, to wit: "Provided any person owing a suspend- 
ded debt, in a less sum than two thousand dollars, may apply for a sum to 
make up the difference," to come in at the end of said section. Mr Cottrell 
moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was lost. Mr Cottrell 
then moved its indefinite postponement, which was carried. Mr Camp¬ 
bell moved to amend by the following, to come in after the 16th section: 

"And be it further enacted, that if any person shall become indebted to any 
of said institutions by bill, bond, note or other contract, for the payment of 
money, and shall delay payment thereof, the said banks may sue for and 
collect the same, by summary remedy, as in other cases under the charters 
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of said banks; which was carried. Mr Patton moved to strike out the 
16th section; which was lost. Mr Erwin moved to amend the 17th section, 
by inserting the words "debts and liabilities,” after the word "monies," 
where it occurs at the end of the second and beginning of the third line; 
which was carried. Mr Taylor moved to amend by striking out "the faith 
and credit of the State, together with the," which occurs in the first and 
second line of said section. Mr Everett moved to lay the amendment on 
the table; which was carried. Ordered that the 18th section be stricken 
out. Mr Nelson moved to amend by adding the following: "Or suspended 
debt," tom come in at the end of the 19th section; which was laid on the ta¬ 
ble. Mr Moore offered the following to come in at the end of the 19th 
section, to wit: Sec. "And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty 
of the President and Directors, annually, in making out statements of the 
expense, account to furnish the items of expense incurred at the above banks 
respectively, subject to the inspection of the General Assembly," by addi¬ 
tional section; which was carried. Mr Erwin moved to amend by addi¬ 
tional section; which is as follows. "Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, 
that every mortgage taken under this act, shall contain a power of sale, and 
if any person who shall borrow any sm or sums, under this act, shall fail 
to make payment of any instalment thereon, when it shall become due, the 
whole of the sum or sums so borrowed, or the entire balance remaining un¬ 
paid, shall become due and payable, and the President of the proper bank, 
shall at once proceed to collect the same; which was adopted. Mr Lindsay 
moved to strike out the word "Directors," from mr Moore's amendment: 
which was carried. The amendment was then adopted. Mr Campbell 
moved to amen by an additional section; which was carried. Mr Crabb 
offered the following additional section, to wit: Sec. And be it further 
enacted that any time between the first day of J une and first day of Octo¬ 
ber, in each year during the suspension of specie payments, by the Bank 
of the State and its branches, any individual or copartnership, holding ma¬ 
tured notes, bills or obligation of said bank or branches, shall be permitted 
to deposit the same in said bank or either of said branches, as a permanent 
deposite, until the first day of February next thereafter, to any amount not 
less than one hundred dollars at a time, for which deposit, the owner there¬ 
of shall receive a certificate signed by the Cashier of the bank or branch 
bank receiving such deposite, acknowledging the receipt of so much paper 
of the Bank of the State, and promising to pay to the deposition or his or¬ 
der, the amount of State Bank paper so deposited, on demand after the first 
day of February next thereafter, with interest thereon, until the first day of 
February next, after such deposite, at the rate of five per cent per annum." 

Mr Abernathy moved to lay the amendment on the table; which was car¬ 
ried. Yeas 69, nays 19. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs Speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Aldridge Alston Andrews Baker Bates Beauchamp Berry Booker Boyd Boykin Calhoun 
Christain Clough Cobb Cottrell Davis of A. Davis of M. Dejarnett Eiland Ellis Evans Everett 
Frierson Gann Greening Gordon Hammond Harrison Henderson J ones Kelly King Leftwich 
Lindsay Mallard Martin May McClannahan of m. McClannahan of S. McDavid McHenry McMill- 
ion Moore Nelson Oliver Owen Perryman Pledger Posey Priest Saunders Scott of J. Scott of m. 
Simmons Slaughter Smith of m. Smith of W. Snodgrass Spruill Taylor Turner Ward Warren 
Williams of B. Williams of P. and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs. Barron Campbell Carmack Crabb Erwin Frazier 
Gage Horton Johnson Accord McLemore Mitchell Patton Payne Puckett Reneau Shields Skinner 
and Wynn. 

The constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, 



being suspended, the bill was taken for engrossed, and read a third time 
forthwith. Mr shields offered the following amendment to the bill, by 
way of engrossed ryder, to wit: "Sec. And be it further enacted, that if 
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the debt of any person or persons, to any of said banks, shall not amount 
to two thousand dollars, such person or persons, shall not be prohibited by 
any thing in this act, from obtaining at the discretion of the board of Direc¬ 
tors, a loan equal in amount to the difference between the amount of his 
debt, and the sum of two thousand dollars, on the same terms as prescribed 
for other loans in this act; which was lost. The bill was then put on its 
passage; when the votes were, yeas 68, nays 20. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative, are messrs. Speaker 
Abernathy Allen Alston Andrews Baker Barron Bates Beauchamp Booker Boykin Calhoun 
Campbell Christian Clough Cottrell Crabb Davis of A. Davis of m. Dejarnett Eiland Ellis Erwin 
Evans Everett Frierson Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson Horton J ohnson J ones Kel¬ 
ly Lelftwich Lindsay Martin May Accord McLemore McMillion Mitchell Moore Nelson Olier Owen 
Patton Payne Perryman Pledger Priest Puckett Reseau Saunders Scott of m. Shields Simmons 
Slaughter Smith of m. Smith of W. Spruill Turner Ward Warren Williams of B. Williams of P 
and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs. Aldridge Berry Boyd Carmack Cobb Frazier 
Gann Hammond King Mallard McClannahan of m. McClannahan of S. McDavid McHenry Posey 
Scott of J. Skinner Snodgrass Taylor and Wynn. 

And so the bill was passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the 
clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. Ordered that the clerk employ some 
one to copy the bill. And then the House adjourned until to-morrow morn¬ 
ing, 10 o'clock. 

Thursday, J une 29.- The following message was received from the 
Senate by mr Childless, their assistant secretary: Mr Speaker- The Sen¬ 
ate have passed bills from the house of Representatives, of the following 
titles: An act to authors Thomas Longacre and Thomas Carguill, to erect 
mills on Crow creek, in J ackson county; which they have amended as 
therein shewn. The Senate disagree to the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives, to the bill to prohibit the introduction of salves 
into the State of Alabama for sale or hire. The Senate have passed bills of 
the following titles: An act to repeal in part an act on the subject of insol¬ 
vent debtors; an act in relation to judiciary proceedings, and for other pur¬ 
poses; an act to suppress the use of Bowie knives; and, an act to make ap¬ 
propriations for claims against the State; in all of which the concurrence of 
the House is asked. They have passed a bill from the House of Represent- 
tatives, entitled an act to regulate the commencement and prosecution of 
suits in certain cases. They have also passed bills from the Senate of 
the following titles: An act for the relief of David Ferguson; an act making 
appropriation for the payment of the members and officers of the present 
General Assembly. The Senate agree to the first amendment to the act 
to compensate Ferguson and Eaton, for printing done at the called session 
of the Legislature, and disagree to the other two amendments to said bill. 

They concur in the amendment made by the House to their bill to abolish 
and establish certain election precincts therein named. They agree to the 
amendments made by the House for the relief of Nathaniel Alston, and the 
bill regulating the surplus revenue of the United States; and then he with¬ 
drew. 

Mr Crabb presented the account of J ames G. Blunt, Sheriff of Tusca- 
loosa county, for services rendered in the supreme Court of this State, the 
reading of which was dispensed with, and the same was referred to the 
committee on accounts. 

Mr Smith of W. from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that the 
committee on enrolled bills, to whom was referred the bill to alter and 
amend the patrol law snow in force in the counties therein named, had ex¬ 
amined the same, and find it correctly enrolled. 



Mr McLemore from the committee, to whom was referred the bill from 
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the Senate, authoring the payment of certain claims against the State, re¬ 
ported the same back to the House without amendment; which was read a 
second time, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, 
being dispensed with, it was read a third time forthwith, and passed. Or¬ 
dered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

The House proceeded to elect an assistant clerk, to fill the vacancy oc¬ 
casioned by the resignation of Henry . Martin, and Charles J. Cummins, 
alone being in nomination, was elected. 

Ordered that messrs. Calhoun, Payne and Erwin, be appointed a com¬ 
mittee to examine the bill, to extend the time of indebtedness to the Bank 
of the State of Alabama and its branches, and legalizing the suspension of 
specie payments of the same, and for other purposes, that the same be cor¬ 
rectly enrolled. 

The message from the Senate was taken up. Ordered that te House 
recede form their two last amendments to the bill from the Senate to com¬ 
pensate Ferguson and Eaton, for printing at the called session of the Legis¬ 
lature and for other purposes. 

Mr Crabb called up the bill from the Senate, to extend the powers of the 
Trustees of the University of Alabama, and for other purposes; which was 
read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, being 
dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith, and the rule being fur¬ 
ther dispensed with, the bill was read a third time forthwith and passed. 

Ordered that the bill be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate 
therewith. 

Mr Horton called up from the message of the Senate, the bill from the 
Senate to be entitled an act to suppress the use of Bowie knives, which was 
read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, being 
dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith, and referred to a se¬ 
lect committee raised on the subject, with instructions to report them at 4 
o'clock this day. 

The House then took up the orders of the day. 

The engrossed bill to amend an act entitled an act to establish a branch of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama at Huntsville, in the county of Madison, 
and to increase the capital stock of the branch of the Bank of the State of 
Alabama, at Decatur, passed J anuary 10, 1835, was taken up and read a 
third time. Mr Booker moved to amend the bill by an additional section. 

Mr Cottrell moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was carried. 

The bill was then passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that 
it be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Engrossed bills of the following titles, were severally taken up, read a 
third time and passed, and ordered to be sent to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence, to wit: An act to amend the laws in relation to insolvent debtors; 
an act to extend the bounds of the several prisons in the State; an act to 
incorporate the Tallassee Bridge Company; an act to provide for the pay¬ 
ment of the members of the present General Assembly, and for other pur¬ 
poses; an act to amend the laws in relation to judicial proceedings; an act 
to form a company of militia with a less number o privates than forty, in 
the county of Franklin; an act to compensate Merriman Pounds for public 
services; an act to extend for a period often years, the privileges of Jesse 
Lott, to keep a bridge over Dog river, in Mobile county. 

The engrossed bill to be entitled an act to deposit in the Bank of the 
State of Alabama, and the branches at mobile, Montgomery, Decatur and 
Huntsville, the money received by this State by acts of Congress depositing the 
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surplus revenue, was read a third time. Mr Abernathy moved to lay the bill 
on the table, which was carried. 

The engrossed joint resolution of the State of Alabama in General As¬ 
sembly convened, was read a third time and passed, and ordered to be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Bills from the Senate, entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the Catawba and Marion Rail road Company; and an act to 
authorise the Sheriff of Marion county to make the assessment and collect 
the taxes for sad county, were severally read, and the rule requiring bills 
to be read on three several days being dispensed with, they were read the 
second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, they were 
severally read the third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the titles 
be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled an act explanatory of the patrol 
law was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days 
being dispensed with, the bill was read a second time forthwith, and order¬ 
ed to a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Frierson offered a bill to be entitled an act making appropriations for 
the payment of claims against the State, which was read, and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days being suspended, it was read a 
second time forthwith, and the rule being further suspended, the bill was 
considered as engrossed, read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the Senate for their con¬ 
currency. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to change the mode of bringing 
suits on bills of exchange by the Bank of the State of Alabama and its sev¬ 
eral branches was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days being dispensed with, the bill was read second time forthwith 
and referred to a select committee, with instructions to report on to-mor¬ 
row. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act to enlarge the prison bounds in 
the different counties in this State was read. Mr Scott of m. moved to in¬ 
definitely postpone the bill, which was carried. 

The bill from the Senate entitled an act concerning the revenue of Mar¬ 
shall county was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sever¬ 
al days being dispensed with, the bill was read a second time, forthwith, 
and referred to a select committee to consist of the delegation from the 
counties of Jackson and Blount. 

The bill from the Senate making appropriation for the payment of the 
members and officers of the present general assembly was read, and the 
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, 
it was read the second time forthwith. Mr Erwin moved to lay the bill on 
the table, which was carried. 

Mr Scott of m. who voted with the majority on the motion indefinitely 
to postpone the bill from the Senate, entitled an act to enlarge the prison 
bounds in the different counties in this State, moved to reconsider the vote, 
which was carried. Mr Scott's motion indefinitely to postpone was then 
withdrawn, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days be¬ 
ing dispensed with, the bill was read a second time forthwith. Mr Frazier 
moved an amendment to the bill to come in at the end of section.-, which 
was carried, and on motion further to suspend the constitutional rule, it was 
carried. Yeas 66, Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs Speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Aldridge Allen Alston Baker Bates Berry Booker Boyd Calhoun Campbell Carmack 
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Christian Cobb Cottrell Crabb Davis of A. Davis of M. DeJ arnett Dent Ellis Everett Frazier Fri¬ 
erson Gage Gann Greening Flammond Flarrison Flenderson FHorton J ohnson J ones King Left- 
which Lindsay Mallard Martin May McClannahan of M. Accord McDavid McHenry McMillion 
Mitchell Moore Nelson Oliver Payne Perryman Pledger Posey Priest Puckett Reneau Scott of J. 

Scott of M. Shields Simmons Skinner Smith of W. Snodgrass Taylor Williams of B. and Wil¬ 
liams of P. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs Eiland Erwin Kelly McClannahan of S. Patton 
Smith of M. Wright and Wynn. 

The constitutional rule then being dispensed with, the bill was read a 
third time and passed. Ordered, that the clerk acquaint the Senate there¬ 
with. The House then adjourned until half after 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Evening Session, half past 3 o'clock.- Mr Baker offered a joint reso¬ 
lution for the preservation of the furniture of the two Houses of the general 
assembly, and for other purposes, which was read, and the rule requiring 
bills and joint resolutions to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, it was read a second time forthwith. Mr Crabb offered the following 
amendment to come in at the end of the resolution, to wit: "to be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,” which was 
carried, and the rule being further suspended, the resolution as amended 
was then considered as engrossed, read a third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent to the Senate for their con¬ 
currence. 

Mr Smith of W. made the following report: The committee on enrolled 
bills have examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following ti¬ 
tles, to wit: an act to compensate G. W. Stratham for apprehending Wm. 

McGrew, indicted for murder; an act to repeal an act entitled an act more 
effectually to secure the collection of rents in the city of Mobile: an act to 
allow J ames Griffin the privileges of a citizen of Perry county, and for oth¬ 
er purposes; an act to empower the judges of the county courts to make 
partition of lands; an act to repeal in part an act to locate the seat of justice 
in the county of Russell, and for other purposes; an act to authorise the 
building of a toll bridge across Flint river, in Madison county; an act to 
authorise the citizens of the town of Rockford, in the county of Coosa, to 
elect a justice of the peace and constable; an act to alter the time of hold¬ 
ing the circuit court of Madison county; an act to incorporate the Fredonia 
Male Academy, in the county of chambers; and an act for the relief of the 
purchasers of the University land. 

Mr Aldridge presented a joint memorial of the Senate and House of 
Representatives in General Assembly convened, to the Congress of the 
United States, which was read, and the constitutional rule requiring bills, 
joint resolutions and joint memorials to be read on three severrl days being 
dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith. Mr Carmack moved 
the following amendment, to wit: after the word "window,” add the words 
"or orphans,” which was carried, and the rule being further suspended, 
it was taken as engrossed, read a third time and passed. Ordered, that 
it be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Posey and others claimed the constitutional right to have spread on 
the journals of this House, the following protest, viz: 

The undersigned, who voted against the engrossed bill from the Senate, to be entitled "an act 
to extend the time of indebtedness to the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches, and 
legalizing the suspension of specie payments” &c., avail themselves of their constitutional right 
to spread upon the journals of the House, their protest against the passage of the bill, and to as¬ 
sign briefly their grounds of opposition. 

I n the first place, they cannot admit the position assumed by the House, and made the basis of 



the whole scheme of relief, "that in strict subordination to the constitution, it is within the com¬ 
petency of the General Assembly to extend the credit of the State, and apply its resources to re¬ 
vive individual credit, and to enable solvent debtors to appropriate their resources to extricate 
them from their present embarrassments!” The first section of that charter which was intended 
to declare and secure the rights of the people of Alabama, asserts "that all freemen, when they 
form a social compact, are equal in rights; and that no man or set of men are entitled to exclu- 
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sive, separate public emoluments or privileges, but in consideration of public services,” The 
framers of the constitution have thus made this solemn declaration, the basis of our bill or rights 
without the assertion and preservation of which, no free government can exist; nor would it be a 
compact of equal rights, if by any constrained construction of it, laws are enacted of unequal 
and partial operation. The debtors of this State proposed to be relieved by and of the credit of 
the State, are only a part of its citizens, and as it is not pretended that they have paid "the 
consideration of public services,” they cannot be entitled to separate pubic emoluments or priv¬ 
ileges. The bill does confer upon such debtors a public favor and advantage, by applying the 
credit of the State to obtain money and credit for the express purpose of paying their debts. Un¬ 
less every citizens were alike embarrassed with debts, and equally needed the aid of the public 
credit, and would be equally benefited by the law, its operation would be partial, and would con¬ 
fer upon one set of men only, exclusive benefits and public advantages within the express pro¬ 
hibition f the first section of the Declaration of Rights. The bill in question not only confers 
exclusive benefits, but works manifest injustice to the solvent class of citizens, by compelling 
them to endorse for the debtor class. What is the credit of the State, but the credit of the sol¬ 
vent portion of its citizens? If the credit of every citizens of the State was prostrated by in¬ 
debtedness, the credit of the state would not be made available for the purposes of the bill; and 
it is in fact the credit of the citizens not indebted, which forms the basis of public credit. To 
compel these to endorse for, or to bolster up the credit of the indebted, by the substitution of the 
credit of the State, which is nothing more nor less than the credit of its solvent citizens, is a 
measure of unjust, unequal and oppressive operation. There are no rights more strictly guarded 
by constitutional provisions, than the rights of private property; no citizens can be deprived of 
this right, unless by due course of law, enacted within the scope o legislative powers. It is true 
the bill does not directly deprive any one of his possessions, but it does indirectly by the substitu¬ 
tion of public credit, under the property of every citizen liable for any and all loss that may be 
sustained, by the extension of public credit in aid of individual credit. In the event of a loss, and 
of the imposition of a tax to repay any portion of the monies borrowed by the State "to revive 
individual credit," the levies of the tax gatherer will infringe upon the sacred rights of private 
property, and deprive the solvent portion of the people of the amounts thus levied in contravene- 
tion of their chartered rights. We deny the power of the Legislature to pledge the faith and 
credit of the State, to borrow money to revive individual credit, as proposed by the bill, or for 
any other purposes, than the exigencies of the State government demand. Ours is a political 
compact, formed solely for political objects- a body politic, and not a great commercial partner¬ 
ship, in which every member of the firm participates in the profit and loss of the whole concern. 

The framers of the constitution, in our humble opinion, could not have anticipated the construc¬ 
tion which is now sought to be placed upon the powers granted by the passage f a law for the 
relief of one class of citizens at the hazard of another, a course of legislation which in any 
manner or shape encroaches upon the sacred right of property, we consider not only unauthor¬ 
ised, but dangerous in the extreme; let it once be supposed that there is any intention on the part 
of the law-making power to interfere with the well defined constitutional rights of property, and 
distrust and dissatisfaction must inevitably ensue. No government desirous of preserving the af¬ 
fections of the citizens will afford the slightest grounds of apprehension upon this very delicate 
and exciting subject. 

The bonds of the State which are to be issued, may incertain contingencies, enter into the cir- 
culaiton of the country, and considering the whole object for which they are created, they will 
be made to assume (somewhat at least) the aspect of bills of credit, inhibited by the constitution. 

The exercise of doubtful powers should never be resorted to. 

To the policy and the expediency of the proposed relief, we object- 

lst. The very large debt contracted by the Legislature from time to time for banking capital, 
which has been loaned to the people in the shape of bank accommodations, and which the bill 
admits they are unable to repay. The increased liabilities of the State on account of the of the larger 
issues of the banks, including the University, the 3 per cent. 16th section funds, and the govern¬ 
ment deposits. 

2. The indulgence granted to the debtors of te ban may be incompatible with the safety to 
these institutions, and preventative of a speedy return to specie payments. It is favoritism to one 



set of men who have enjoyed the favors of the banks- it is injustice to those who have received 
no benefits from the banks, and who are equally responsible for the public faith and credit. 

3d. The bill will greatly extend the relation of creditor and debtor between the State nd its 
citizens: a relation already too extensive, and whenever it becomes so, it is dangerous to the public 
peace and welfare of the State. It will increase the issues and circulation of the banks to a per- 
vicious extend- the only effects of which will be to sustain the price of property temporarily, 
and result in the certain depreciation of the paper of the State Bank and its branches. 

These are some of the reasons which have induced us to object to the passage of the bill, and 
to place ourselves in the attitude of opposition to a measure of relief, which the pressure of the 
times would seem to require. It is however, in our humble opinion, better to bear the ills we 
now endure, than to seek those we know not of. Entertaining such views of the constitutionality 
and the expediency of the measure, we are impelled by a solemn sens of the our obligations to the 
constitution of the country, by the highest regard for its pledged faith and credit, and by the 
deepest solicitude for its future peace and prosperity, to enter our protest against the passage of 
the bill. S.C. POSEY, of Lauderdale. 

R.T. SCOTT, of J ackson 
BENJAMIN SNODGRASS, 

R, HAMMANDS, 

ELD. MALLARD, 

JOHN BERRY, 

J.P. FRAZIER, 

WM. M. KING. 

CORNELIUS CARMACK, 

ENOCH ALDREDGE. 
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Mr Berry offered the following preamble and resolution, requiring the 
committee of eighteen, appointed on the embarrassed condition of the peo¬ 
ple of this State, to inquire into the expediency of extending the scheme of 
relief to such persons as were poor, and had never had accommodations 
from any of the Banks of this State, with leave to report by bill or other- 
sise, which was read. Mr Patton moved to lay the preamble and resolu¬ 
tions on the table, which was lost. Mr Everett moved to postpone the pre¬ 
amble and resolution until the first Monday in December next, which was 
carried. 

Mr Dejarnett offered the following resolution: "Resolved, that it is the 
opinion of this House, that public interest is not promoted by the introduce- 
tion of resolutions which contemplate no legislative action, and which are 
designed for home consumption," which was read. Mr Barron moved to 
lay it on the table, which was lost. The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr Carmack introduced a bill to be entitled an act for the relief and ben¬ 
efit of poor families of this State, which was read. Mr Cottrell moved to 
lay the bill on the table, which was lost. The question was then on sus¬ 
pending the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days, to give the bill a second reading forthwith, which was lost. Yeas 
45, nays 22. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Allen Andrews Baker Bates Berry Booker 
Boyd Boykin Carmack Clough Davis of of A. Davis of M. Dejarnett Eiland Erwin Frazier 
Gage Gann Henderson Horton Jones King Leftwich Mallard Martin May McClanahan of M. 
McClanahan of S. McDavid McHenry McLemore McMIllion Patton Posey Priest Puckett Ren- 
eau Saunders Scott of J. Shields Skinner Smith of W. snodgrass Spurill Taylor and Turner. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. Abernathy Aldridga Barron Christian Cobb Cot¬ 
trell Dent Everett Hammond J ohnson Kelly McCord Moore Oliver Payne Pledger Scott of M. 
Simmons Smith of M. Williams of B. Williams of P. and Wright. 

There not being a constitutional majority, the rule was not suspended. 

The bill was then ordered to a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr Johnson from the committee to whom the subject had been referred, 
reported a preamble and joint resolutions of the Senate and House of Rep¬ 
resentatives of the State of Alabama in General Assembly convened, which 
was read and adopted. 

Mr Abernathy called up the bill out of the message from the Senate, to 
be entitled an act for the relief of the purchasers of the 16th section, town¬ 
ship 4, range 6, west, in the county of Lawrence, which was read, and the 
amendment by the Senate to the title of the bill by adding the words "and 
for other purposes," was concurred in. 

Mr Owen called from the message the bill from the Senate, to be entitled 
an act to incorporate the Town of Dadeville, in the county of Tallapoosa 
and State of Alabama, which was read, and the constitutional rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, the bill was 
read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, it 
was read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Crabb offered a joint resolution of the Senate and House of Represent- 
tatives, authorizing the purchasers of furniture for the use of the the Repre¬ 
sentative Hall, which was read. Mr Calhoun moved to lay the resolution 
on the table, which was carried. Yeas 38, nays 34. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Baldrige Al¬ 
len Berry Boyd Calhoun Carmack Christian Clough Crabb Cottrell Dejarnett Frazier Gann Ham¬ 
mond Henderson J ones Kelly King Leftwich Mallard Martin McClanahan of S. Accord Nelson 
Oliver Pledger Posey Priest\Reneau Scott of J. Simmons Smith of W. Snodgrass Williams 



of B. Williams of P. and Wynn. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. Speaker Alston Buchamp Booker Cobb Davis of 
A. Davis of M. Dent Eiland Erwin Everett Frierson Gage Gordon Horton J ohnson Lindsay May 
McClanahan of M. McMillion Moore Gwen Patton Payne Puckett Saunders Scott of M. Shields 
Skinner Slaughter Smith of m. Taylor and Wright. 
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Ordered that leave of absence be granted to mr Spruill for the remainder 
of the session. 

Mr Patton offered the following: Resolved, that with the consent of the 
Senate, the two Houses of the General Assembly will adjourn sine die on 
to-morrow, the 30th inst., which was read, mr J ones moved to lay the 
resolution on the table, which was lost, mr Mallard moved to amend it 
by inserting 1 o'clock, which was lost; the resolution was then adopt¬ 
ed. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The bill from the Senate to authorise the Governor to appoint an agent 
to collect the money due the State on the sale of Aikin's and Toulmin's Di¬ 
gest, was taken up and read, and on motion of mr Crabb, it was laid on the 
table. 

The bill from the Senate, to change the time of holding the county court 
for Montgomery county was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, it ws read a second time forth¬ 
with, and the rule being further dispensed with, the bill was read a third 
time forthwith and passed. Ordered that the title be aforesaid, and that 
the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill to raise a salary for the judge of the county court of Dallas coun¬ 
ty, was taken up from the message with its amendments by the Senate and 
read. Ordered that the House concur in the first amendment, and they 
disagree to the other amendment made by the Senate to said bill. Ordered 
that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act to relieve J ohn and Sam, 
free persons of color, was read the third time, mr Erwin moved to post¬ 
pone the bill indefinitely, which was carried. Yeas 63, nays 3. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs. Speaker Ab¬ 
ernathy Aldridge Allen Barker Bates Berry Booker Boyd Calhoun Campbell Christian, Cottrell 
Crabb Davis of A. DeJ arnett Dent Erwin Frazier Gage Gann Greening Gordon Ham¬ 
mond Harrison Henderson Horton J ones Kelly King Leftwich Mallard May McClanahan of M. 

McCord McDavid McHenry McMillion Mitchell Moore Nelson Oliver Patton Payne Posey Priest 
Puckett Reneau Saunders Scott of J Scott of m. Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of m. Smith 
of W. Taylor Williams of P. and Wynn. 

Those who voted in the negative are Messrs. Davis of m. Turner Eiland and Shields. 

The engrossed bill to compensate E. P. Brown for apprehending and 
bringing to justice Robert Curry, charged with murder, was read a third 
time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that it be sent 
to the Senate for their concurrence. 

The bill from the Senate, for the relief of David Ferguson was read, and 
the rule requiring bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, was read a second time forthwith, and referred to a select committee 
consisting of Messrs. Crabb Ellis and Posey, to report thereon on to-mor¬ 
row. 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Connor their 
secretary: Mr Speaker:- The Senate concur in all the amendments made 
by the House of Representatives, to the bill to be entitled an act to extend 
the time of indebtedness to the Bank of the State of Alabama and its sev¬ 
eral Branches, and legalizing the suspension of specie payments and for 
other purposes, and have amended the eighth amendment of the House, be¬ 
ing in the 12th section, by striking out the word eighteen" when it oc¬ 
curs before 'month" and inserting "six" in lieu thereof, in which the con¬ 
currence of the House is asked- and then he withdrew. 

Mr Crabb offered the following resolution: Resolved, that mr James Ra- 



ther, messenger of this House, be authorised to purchase eight additional 
desks for the Representatives from the new counties to be elected in Au- 
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gust next, pursuant to an act of the present General Assembly, and also 
seats in the lobby for spectators, which was read. Mr Calhoun moved to 
lay the resolution on the table, which was lost. Mr Calhoun then moved 
its indefinite postponement, which was lost. 

Mr Patton offered the following amendment, and also to contract for the 
painting of that part of the capitol which is exposed to the weather, which 
was laid on the table. The resolution was then adopted. 

The following message was received from the Governor by mr Clay his 
private secretary. Mr Speaker: His excellency did this day approved and 
sign bills originating in the House of Representatives of the following titles, 
to wit: an act to I ncorporate the Fredonia Male academy in the county of 
Chambers; an act for the relief of purchasers of the University lands; an 
act to authorise the citizens of the town of Rockford, in the county of Coo¬ 
sa, to elect a justice of the peace; an act to authorise the building of a bridge 
across Flint river in Madison county ; an act to repeal in part an act to lo¬ 
cate the seat of justice in the county of Russell; an act to allow J ames Grif¬ 
fin the privileges of a citizen, and for other purposes; an act to repeal an 
act entitled an act more effectually to secure the collection of rents in the 
city of Mobile; an act to compensate J ames W. Stratham for apprehending 
William McGrew ; an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts of 
Madison county; an act to empower the judges of the county courts to make 
partition of land; and an act to alter and amend the patrol laws now in force, 
in the counties therein named. 

Mr Campbell moved that the House concur in the amendment made by 
the Senate, to the amendment of the House, to the bill from the Senate, to 
be entitled an act to extend the time of indebtedness to the Bank of the 
State of Alabama and its Branches, and legalising the suspension of specie 
payment of the same, and for other purposes, which was lost. Yeas 28, 
nays 46. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs. Alston An¬ 
drews Barron Bates Buchamp Boykin Calhoun Campbell Clough Cottrell Crabb Dejarnett Ei- 
land Erwin Everett Gage Greening Gordon Harrison Henderson J ones Lindsay Martin May Mc¬ 
Cord McLemore Mitchell Oliver Owen Payne Pledger Reneau Scott of m. Shields Simmons 
Slaughter Turner and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs. Speaker Abernathy Aldridge Allen Baker Berry 
Booker Boyd Carmack Christian Cobb Davis of A. Davis of m. Ellis Frazier Frierson Gann Ham¬ 
mond Horton J ohnson Kelly King Leftwich Mallard McClanahan of m. McClanahan of S. Mc- 
David McHenry McMillion Moore Nelson Patton Perryman Posey Priest Puckett Saunders Scott 
of J. Skinner Smith of m. Smith of W. Snodgrass Taylor Williams of B. Williams of P. an 
Wynn. 

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 8 o'clock. 

Friday, J une 30.- Mr Everett called up the bill from the Senate to be 
entitled an act to make appropriations for the payment of claims against the 
State; which was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days, being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith, and 
the rule being further dispensed wit, it was read third time forthwith, and 
passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint 
the Senate therewith. 

The following message was received from the Senate by mr Connor, their 
Secretary: Mr Speaker - The Senate concur in the amendment made by 
the House to the bill to enlarge the prison bounds. They have passed 
bills from the House of the following titles, to wit: An act to incorporate 
the town of New Market in Madison county ; an act to provide for the pay¬ 
ment of the members of the present Assembly, and for other pur- 



poses; an act to incorporate the Tallassee Bridge Company ; an act making 
appropriations for claims against the State ; which they have amended as 
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therein shewn, and in which the concurrence of the House is asked ; an act 
to form a company of militia with a less number than forty privates; and a 
bill to extend for a term of ten years, the privileges of J esse Lott, to keep 
a bridge over Dog river, in Mobile county. 

The bill from the Senate to change the time of holding the the county 
courts in Chambers county, was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days, being dispensed with, it was read a second time 
forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, the bill was read the 
third time and passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the 
clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Calhoun introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplemental to an act 
to extend indebtedness to the Bank of the State of Alabama and its branch¬ 
es and legalizing the suspension of specie payments of the same, and for 
other purposes, and to amend the same, which was read, and the rule re¬ 
quiring bills to be read on three several days, being dispensed with, it was 
read a second time forthwith, and the rule being further dispensed with, it 
was read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered that the title be as 
aforesaid, and that it be sent to the Senate for their concurrence. 

Mr Campbell called up the bill from the Senate to amend the charter of 
the Montgomery County Insurance Company, and for other purposes; 
which was read a third time and lost. 

Mr Berry from the select committee to whom was referred the bill to 
be entitled an act concerning the revenue of Marshall county, reported 
that the committee are of opinion that it is inexpedient to legislate on that 
subject, at this time ; which was laid on the table. 

Mr Shields who voted with the majority on the passage of the bill from 
the Senate to amend the charter of the Montgomery County I nsurance Com¬ 
pany, and for other purposes, moved to reconsider the vote ; which was 
carried. Mr Campbell moved to amend with a proviso, by way of en¬ 
grossed ryder; which was carried. 

The bill being then put on its passage, there were yeas 46, nays 18. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are messrs. Speaker Ba¬ 
ker Barron Bates Beauchamp Boykin Calhoun Campbell Christian Clough Cobb Cottrell Crabb 
Davis of A. Dejarnett Eiland Erwin Everett Gage Greening Gordon Harriswon Horton J ohnson 
Jones Leftwick Lindsay May Accord McLemore Nelson Oliver Patton Payne Perryman Priest 
Reneau Scott of m. Shields Simmons Skinner Slaughter Smith of m. Smith of W. Turner and 
Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are messrs. Allen Alston Berry Carmack Frazier Firerson 
Hammond Kelly King Mallard McClannahan of m. McDavid' McMillion Posey Scott of J. Tay¬ 
lor Williams of B. Williams of P and Wynn. 

And so the bill passed. Ordered that the title be as aforesaid, and that the 
clerk inform the Senate therewith. 

Mr Smith from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly 
enrolled, an act authorizing the payment of certain claims against the State; 
and a bill for the relief of the purchasers of the sixteenth section, town¬ 
ship four, range six, west, in the county of Lawrence, and for other pur¬ 
poses. 

The House concurred in the amendments made by the Senate to their 
bill to authorise Thomas Longacre and Thomas Carguill to erect mills on 
Crow creek in J ackson county. 

Ordered, that the House insist on their amendment to the bill from the 
Senate, to prohibit the importation of slaves into this State for sale or hire, 
and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor, 



their Secretary: Mr Speaker- The Senate recede from their amendment 
to the emendment of the House, to the 12th section of the bill from the Sen- 
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ate, entitled an act to extend the time of indebtedness to the Bank of the 
State of Alabama, and its branches, and legalizing the suspension of specie 
payments of the same, and for other purposes. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled an act to incorporate the Tassas- 
see Academy, was read a third time and passed. Ordered that the title be 
as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled an act, to repeal an act, incorpo¬ 
rating the town of Jacksonville, in Benton county, was read the second 
time, and rule requiring bills to be read on three several days, being dis- 
densed with, the bill was read a third forthwith and passed. Order¬ 
ed that the title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate there¬ 
with. 

The bill from the Senate, to alter the road leading from Cahawba to 
Montgomery, was read a second time, and on motion of Mr Calhoun, it 
was laid on the table. 

Mr Accord from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 
have examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles, to 
wit: An act to extend the prison bounds in the several counties of this State; 
an act to extend the powers of the Trustees of the University of this State, 
and an act to authorise the Sheriff of Marion county, to assess and collect 
the taxes for said county. 

The bill from the Senate to be entitled an act in relation to judicial pro¬ 
ceedings, and for other purposes, was read, and on motion of mr Crabb, was 
laid on the table. 

The bill from the Senate, to repeal in part an act on the subject of insol¬ 
vent debtors, was read and on motion of mr Cottrell, was laid on the table. 

Mr Smith of m. from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they 
have examined and find correctly enrolled, bills of the following titles, to 
wit: An act for the relief of Nathaniel Alston, late tax collector of the 
county of Sumter; an act to discontinue and establish certain election pre¬ 
cincts therein named; an act to alter the time of holding the circuit courts 
of Benton, Randolph and Talladega counties, and for other purposes; an 
act authorizing the Treasurer of the State, to deposit the surplus revenue 
of the United States, allotted to Alabama, in the Bank of the State of Ala¬ 
bama and its branches. 

The bill to establish certain election precincts, and for other purposes, was 
read a second time, and ordered to be laid on the table. 

The bill to divorce Rebecca Beaty from her husband Ezekiel A. Beaty, 
was read a second time, and laid on the table. 

The bill to be entitled an act for the relief and benefit of poor families of 
this State, was read a second time. Mr Cottrell moved to lay the bill on 
the table; which was lost. Yeas 23, nays 28. 

The yeas ad nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are Messrs Speaker Ald¬ 
ridge Allen Beauchamp Boykin Christian Cottrell Frier son Gage Hammond Horton Lindsay Mc- 
Clannahan of m McClannahan of S Accord Oliver Patton Scott of m Simmons Smith of m wil- 
iams of B Williams of P and Wynn. 

Those who voted in the negative are messrs Abernathy Bates Berry Booker Boyd Calhoun 
Campbell Carmack Crabb Davis of A DeJ arentt Erwin Gann Gordon J ohnson Leftwich Mal¬ 
lard May McMIllion Nelson Posey Priest Puckett Scott of J Skinner Slaughter Snodgrass and 
Taylor. 

Mr Bates offered the following additional section by way of amendment: Sec- 
And be it further enacted, That each member of this House shall give at least the 
amount of his pay for the present session to some poor family, between this time and 
the first Monday in August next. Mr Hammond offered to amend the amendment 



with the following proviso: Provided however that the provisions of this act shall not 
be so construed as to keep their creditors from their just dues, but shall be subject 
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to the same, which amendments were lost. Mr Williams moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until the first Monday in November next, which was 
lost. Yeas 23, Nays 28. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are, messrs Speaker Ald¬ 
ridge Allen Andrews Baker Christian Cobb Cottrell Dent Frier son Hammond Horton McClana- 
han of m Accord Oliver Patton Priest Puckett Scott of m Smith of m Williams of B Williams of 
P and Wynn. 

Those who voted in the negative are, messrs Bates Berry Booker Boyd Calhoun Campbell Car¬ 
mack David of A Davis of m Eiland Erwin Frazier Gage Gann Gordon J ohnson King Leftwich 
Mallard McMillion Payne Posey Reseau Scott of J skinner Smith of W Snodgrass and Taylor. 

Mr Priest moved the previous question, which was carried. The question was on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow, there were Yeas 
24 Nays 22. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are, Messrs Allen Berry 
Boyd Carmack Davis of A Davis of m Erwin Frazier Gage Gann Gordon J ohnson King Left¬ 
wich Mallard McMillion Owen Priest Reseau Scott of J Skinner Slaughter Snodgrass Taylor and 
Turner. 

Those who voted in the negative are, messrs Speaker Aldridge Baker Beauchamp Booker 
Campbell Christian Cobb Cottrell Dent Eiland Hammond and Horton. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor, their secre¬ 
tary: Mr Speaker- The senate have passed bills from the House entitled, an at sup¬ 
plemental to an act to extend the time of indebtedness to the Bank of the State of 
Alabama and its branches, and legalizing the suspension of specie payments &c.; 
they have also passed joint resolution for preserving and keeping the furniture of 
both Houses, and have amended the same, in which the concurrence of the Hose is 
asked. 

Mr Gage offered the following resolution, Resolved, (the Senate concurring) that 
the Secretary of the State be and he is hereby instructed (at the public charge) to have 
published in the several newspapers in this State, immediately after the adjournment 
of the present General Assembly, an act to extend the time of indebtedness to the 
Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches, and legalizing the suspension of 
specie payments of the same, and for other purposes, approved J une 30th, 1837, 
which was lost. 

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor their secre¬ 
tary: Mr Speaker; The Senate have passed bills from the House of Representatives 
of the following titles, an act to compensate E. P. Brown for apprehending Robert 
Curry; and an at to amend an act entitled an at to establish a branch of the Bank 
of the State of Alabama at Huntsville, and for other purposes. 

The House adjourned until 12 o'clock. 

Twelve o'clock, J une 30th.- The House met. 

Mr Crabb from the select committee to whom was referred the bill from the Sen¬ 
ate for the relief of David Ferguson, Reported the same with the following amend¬ 
ments: after the word 'bond' in the seventh line of the body of the bill, insert the 
words 'and security,' also the following, to come in at the end of the bill, viz: 'pro¬ 
vided that said Ferguson, his agent or attorney applying to draw said appropriation, 
before he shall do so, shall submit to the Comptroller of Public Accounts the receipt 
of M. D. J. Slade, for the amount due him for completing the printing of said Re¬ 
ports, or his assent in writing to the issuance of a warrant for said appropriation, 
which amendments were concurred in. The bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor their secre¬ 
tary: Mr speaker- The Senate adhere to their amendment to the bill entitled, an act 
to raise a salary for the J udge of the county court of Dallas. The bill to raise a 
salary for the J udge of the county court of Dallas county, was taken up from the 



message, when the House concurred in the amendment made by the Senate. 

A message was received from the Senate by Mr Connor their secretary, as follows: 
Mr speaker- The Senate concur in the amendment made by the House to the bill to 
amend the charter of the Montgomery I nsurance Company, and for other purposes; 
and have passed a joint memorial from the House of Representatives, and have 
amended the same as therein shewn; they have passed a bill to authorise the Secre- 
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tary of State to distribute certain books therein named; in which the concurrence of 
the House is asked. 

The following message from the Governor, by Mr C.C. Clay, jr, his private 
secretary. Mr speaker: His Excellency did on this day approve and sign an act 
for the relief of the purchasers of the sixteenth section, township four, range six 
west, in the county of Lawrence; an act to regulate the commencement and prose¬ 
cution of suits in certain cases; an act to prevent the institution of illegal and ap- 
pressive suits in the United States Court of this State; all of which originated in the 
House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate to authorise the Secretary of State to distribute certain 
books therein named, was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, it was read a second time forthwith- and the rule being 
further dispensed with it was read a third time forthwith and passed. Ordered that the 
title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Erwin from the select committee to whom had been referred the bill to sup¬ 
press the use of Bowie Knives, reported the same with an amendment, which was 
concurred in ; the bill was then read the third time and passed. Ordered that the 
title be as aforesaid, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 

Mr Puckett offered the following resolution: Resolved that a committee of three 
be appointed to act with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the 
Senate to wait on his Excellency the Governor, an inform him that the two Houses 
of the General Assembly are now ready to adjourn sine die, in the event he has no 
further communication to make to them; which was laid on the table. 

The following message from the Senate by Mr Conner, their secretary: Mr speak¬ 
er- The Senate concur in the resolution of the House of Representatives proposing 
to adjourn this day. 

Mr Smith of M. from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly en¬ 
rolled bills of the following titles, to wit: an act to compensate E. P. Brown for ap¬ 
prehending to justice Robert Curry, charged with murder; an act to form a com¬ 
pany of militia with a less number of privates than forty, in the county of Franklin; 
an act to extend for the period of ten years the privilege of J esse Lott to keep bridge 
over Dog river in Mobile county; an act to provide for the payment of the mem¬ 
bers of the present General Assembly, and for other purposes; an act to incorporate 
the town of New Market in Madison county; an act making appropriations for 
claims against the State; and an act to authorise Thomas Longacre and Thomas 
Carguile, to erect mills on Crow creek in Jackson county, and for other purposes. 

The following message was received form the Senate by Mr Connor, their secre¬ 
tary. Mr speaker: The Senate have passed a bill from the House of Representa¬ 
tives entitled an act to compensate Merriman Pounds, for public services. 

Mr Smith of M. from the committee on enrolled bills made the following report 
The committee on enrolled bills have examined and find correctly enrolled, a bill of 
the following title; an act to amend an act entitled an act to establish a branch of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama at Huntsville, and to increase the capital stock of the 
Branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama at Decatur. 

The House then adjourned until two o'clock P.M. 

Evening Session, two o'clock.- Mr Moore from the joint committee on the State 
Bank, to whom was referred sundry resolutions, reported that the committee have 
according to order had the same under consideration, and had instructed him to make 
the following report, accompanied by the journal of their proceedings: Resolved, 
that the proceedings of the joint committee of both Houses of the General Assem¬ 
bly of Alabama, be reported by their respective chairmen, to their respective 
Houses; and that they report that in as much as the shortness of the session, and the 
impossibility of obtaining all the information which might have been obtained, pre¬ 
cludes the possibility of preparing a report at length growing out of the investigation 
of said committee, and that said investigation as far as it has gone, be spread upon 



the journals of both Houses. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

DAVID MOORE, 

Chairman on the part of the House of Representatives. 
Which report was read and concurred in by the House. 
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Mr Ellis moved that the letter of W. D. Stone, addressed to the Speaker of this 
House be also spread on the journals, which was lost. Yeas 20, Nays 25. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative are, messrs Speaker Aber¬ 
nathy Allen Beauchamp Booker Campbell Carmack Clough Eiland Ellis Frier son Harrison J ohn- 
son McMillion Nelson Patton Slaughter Smith of mr Smith of W and Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative are, messrs Aldridge Baker Barron Christian Cottrell Crabb 
Davis of A. Davis of m Erwin Gordon Hammond Horton Leftwich Mallard Martin May Mc- 
Clannahan of m Moore Priest Puckett Reseau Simmons Skinner Williams of B Williams of P 
and Wynn. 

J ournal of the proceedings of the joint committee on the State Bank 

appointed under a joint resolution of the senate and House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, to inquire into all, or any improper conduct on the part 

of any Officer or Director of the Bank of the State of Alabama. 

Directors Room of the Bank of the State of Alabama, 

Friday evening 8 o'clock, J une 23, 1837. 

The two committees of the Senate and House of Representatives assem¬ 
bled under the above resolution. 

Present, Messrs. Burke, Chairman, Fleming, J ames, Roberts and J emi- 
son of the committee on the part of the Senate; and Messrs. Moore, Chair¬ 
man, Oliver, May, Gage, Patton, Scott ofj. and Crabb of the committee of 
the House of Representatives. 

For the purpose of organizing, Mr Crabb was called to the Chair, and mr 
Jemison was appointed Secretary. 

The question arose whether the two committees should act conjointly 
or integrally as separate and distinct committees, whereupon it was 
decided that the two committees should act jointly as one commit¬ 
tee. 

Mr Moore of the House was then elected Chairman of the joint commit¬ 
tee, and mr Crabb was appointed clerk for the evening. 

On motion of mr Roberts of the Senate, it was, Resolved, That all per¬ 
sons not members of the committees should retire. 

On motion of mr J amison of the Senate, Resolved, That Charles J. Cum¬ 
mins, Esq. be requested to attend the future meetings of this committee, for 
the purpose of swearing such witnesses as may be examined. 

On motion of mr Crabb of the House, it was, Resolved, That a sub¬ 
committee be appointed to draw up & submit to this committee at their next 
meeting, a specification of the various resolutions referred to this commit¬ 
tee by the Senate or House of Representatives, of the several points of in¬ 
vestigation to which the attention of this committee shall be directed.- 
whereupon mr chairman appointed upon said committee, Messrs. Crabb, 

Burke and Fleming. 

Mr chairman laid before the committee a communication from William D. 

Stone, Esq. President of the Bank of the State, as follows: 

TUSCALOOSA, June 23d, 1837. 

HON. DAVID MOORE, Chairman of joint committee on State Bank: 

Dear Sir- As soon as the committee of which your are chairman is or¬ 
ganized and prepared to enter upon the investigation of the subjects refer¬ 
red to you, I would beg the favor to be informed of it, that I may be pres¬ 
ent at the commencement. 

I am, very respectfully, your obed't serv't, 

(Signed) W.D. STONE. 

Ordered that said communication lie upon the table. 

On motion of mr J amison of the Senate, it was, Resolved, That if in the 
course of the investion of this committee, any director or other officers of the 



Bank shall be implicated, such director or officers shall be immediately in¬ 
formed thereof and his presence before the committee requested, and fur- 
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ther, that in reply to the communication of the President of the Bank, he 
be furnished with a copy of this resolution. 

On motion of mr Crabb of the Senate, it was, Resolved, That this com¬ 
mittee appoint a clerk to keep a record of their proceedings, whereupon 
mr Charles J. Cummins was appointed clerk to this committee. And then 
the committee adjourned until to-morrow evening at 3 o'clock. If nether 
House of the General Assembly should be then in session, and if either 
House should be then in session, then until 8 o'clock to-morrow evening. 

Directors Room 8 o'clock, J une 24- The committee met pursuant to 
adjournment.- Present, Mr chairman, (Moore) and Messrs. J amison, Mays 
Fleming, Roberts, James and Burke of the Senate; and Messrs. Kelly, 

Shields, Scott of J. Gage, May and Crabb of the House. 

Mr Crabb of the subcommittee to whom the subject was referred, made 
the following report, to wit: - The subcommittee to whom was referred the 
various resolutions of the Senate and House of Representatives charging 
this committee with the duty of enquiring into, and reporting to the res¬ 
pective Houses, the facts in relation to the Bank of the State and the con¬ 
duct of the directors and officers thereof, in relation to certain subjects de¬ 
signated in said resolutions, with instructions to draw up and submit to 
this committee a their next meeting, a specification of the several points of 
investigation, growing out of said resolutions, to which the attention of 
this committee shall be directed, have had the subject under their conside¬ 
ration, and have instructed me to report the following specifications, to 
wit: 

1. Whether any officer or director of the Bank of the State of Alabama 
has at any time drawn or caused to be drawn from said Bank, specie for its 
paper, and to what amount, and at what time? 

2. Whether the rules adopted by the bord of directors for the disposal of 
exchange have been in all cases adhered to, and if not, whether there has 
been any deviation from the rules so adopted, or attempts by any officer 

or director of said Bank, to very them so as to given any one individual ad¬ 
vantages denied to the community at large? 

3. Whether any officer or officers of said Bank has or have been guilty 
of any infraction of the charter of said Bank by trading as joint copartners 

in the purchase and slave of salves or merchadize ? 

4. Whether any of the officers of said Bank have been trading as compart- 
ners or in any manner concerning in trade in the public fund, dividing pro¬ 
fits resulting from trade in negroes or any other species or property? 

5. Whether the usual accommodations have been extended by said 
Bank, particularly during the months of February and March last, and if 
not, what are the causes thereof? 

6. Whether any causes of action adopted by the directory of said Bank 
or other cause has produced an unequal or unjust distribution of their ac¬ 
commodations? 

7. Whether the accommodations extended to directors of said Bank 
have been extraordinarily large, compared with their solvency and ability 
to meet the same, or with the amounts granted to others equally solvent 
and as fully entitled to participate in the benefits of said institution? 

8. Whether there has been an unusual and and unnecessary number of 
suits instituted against those indebted to the institution? 

9. Whether any other abuses have been tolerated or practiced in said 
Bank? 

All of which is respectfully submitted to the committee. 

GEORGE W. CRABB, Chairman. 



On motion the report of the subcommittee was concurred in. 
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Charles J. Cummings failing to appear in conformity with his appoint 
ment of the previous meeting, Thomas J. Burke was appointed clerk of the 
joint committee, and after being sworn to the faithful discharge of the du¬ 
ties, entered upon the performance thereof. 

On motion of mr J amison of the Senate, it was Resolved, That E. F. 
Comegys cashier of the State Bank, be called as a witness; when it appear¬ 
ed by his first answer that W. D. Stone President of the Bank, appeared to 
be implicated. Whereupon on motion of mr Crabb of the House, it was, 
Resolved, That Wm. D. Stone, President of the Bank, be requested to ap¬ 
pear before the committee. 

In conformity with the above resolution, the chairman of the committee 
addressed the following communication to Wm. D. Stone, President of the 
State Bank. 

Col. Wm. D. Stone: 

You are requested to appear before the joint committee at the Bank as 
early as your convenience will permit. 

(Signed) DAVID MOORE, Chairman. 

On motion of mr Scott of J. it was, Resolved, That the clerk of this com¬ 
mittee be requested to take down the answers of the witnesses i writing, 
unless the witness himself prefers to make his own answer in writing. 

Wm. D. Stone President of the State Bank, having now appeared before 
the committee, E. F. Comegys was again called as a witness, and the first 
interrogotory was propounded to him, to wit: Whether any officer or di¬ 
rector of the Bank of the State of Alabama, had at any time drawn or caused 
to be drawn from said Bank, specie for its paper, and to what amount, and 
at what time? To which he made the following ansnew in writing, to wit: 

1st. ON the 16th of May, 1837, Col. Wm. D. Stone, President of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama, presented to me nine thousand seven hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars, of the notes of said Bank, for which he demanded 
specie, and requested that the same should remain in the vault on special 
deposite. 

At this state of the investigation, Col. Stone applying to the committee 
for permission to appear before them by counsel. On motion of Mr Crabb 
of the House, it was, Resolved, That Wm. D. Stone, Prestdent of the State 
Bank, who considers himself implicated in the present inuestigation, be 
permitted according to his request, to appear by counsel for the purpose of 
aiding him in the cross examination of witnesses. 

On the adoption of this resolution, Col. Stone requested that the investi¬ 
gation should be discontinued until the next session of the committee, to 
enable him to provide himself with counsel. 

Mr Jamison of the Senate, then offered the following resolution, Resol¬ 
ved, That the clerk furnish E. F. Comegys, Esq. with a copy of the spe¬ 
cifications or interrogotories reported by the subcommittee, and that he 
be requested to write out his answers thereto, by the next meeting of the 
committee, and that Col. Wm. D. Stone be also furnished with a copy of 
the specifications or interrogatories. 

Mr Scott of J moved to lay the resolution upon the table, which was 
lost; the resolution was then adopted. The committee then adjourned un 
til Monday evening three o'clock. If neither House should then be in ses¬ 
sion, and in that case until 8 o'clock on Monday evening next. 

Directors Room 8 o'clock, J une 26- The committee met pursuant to 
adjournment.- Present, Messrs, chairman, (Moore) and Messrs. Burke, 

Mays, Fleming and J ames of the Senate; and Messrs. May, Shields, Oli¬ 
ver, Gage, Kelly, Crabb and Scott of J. of the House. The proceedings of 
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the previous meeting were then read. The examination of E. F. Come- 
gys, cashier of the Bank of the State of Alabama, being renewed, the clerk 
was directed to read the interrogotories in succession to mr Comegys. 

When his answer to the interrogotory was read, Col. Stone making appli¬ 
cation to the committee for permission to propose some questions to the 
witness. On motion of mr Crabb it was, Resolved, That all persons not 
of the committee should withdraw, for the purpose of enabling the commit¬ 
tee to adopt some course of action in relation to the further examination of 
the witness. The witnesses and others having withdrawn, On motion of 
mr Crabb of the House, it was, Resolved, That after the witness shall 
make answer to the interrogatives propounded in the report of the subcom¬ 
mittee, the members of the committee may put such questions to the wit¬ 
ness in writing, as they may deem proper, after which he may be cross 
examined by Col. Stone. 

The witnesses and others were then recalled, and the examination of mr 
Comegys proceeded as follows: 

1st I nterrogatory propounded to Mr Comegys.- Whether any officer or director of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama has at any time drawn or caused to be drawn from said bank 
specie for its paper, and to what amount and at what time? 

To this interrogatory Mr Comegys replied, that on the 16th May, 1837, Col. Wm. D. 
Stone, President of the Bank of the State of Alabama, presented to me nine thousand sev¬ 
en hundred and fifty dollars of the notes of said bank, for which he demanded specie, and 
requested that the same should remain in the vault on special deposit. 

2d. I nt.- Whether the rules adopted by the Board of Directors, for the disposal of ex¬ 
change, have been in all cases adhered to, and if not whether there has been any deviation 
from the rules so adopted, or attempted by any officer of said bank, to vary them, so as to 
give any one individual advantages denied to the community at large? 

Ans.- To the best of my recollection, or knowledge, there has been no violation f the 
rules of the Board of Directors, respecting the disposal of the funds of this bank, upon 
which a premium is charged, since the suspension of specie payments by the bank, prev- 
ous to which time the disposal of such funds was left to my discretion, and sometimes I 
found it necessary to dispose of larger amounts that I otherwise would, in order to save 
the specie. Since the rule adopted by the board of directors, that not more than one 
hundred dollars should be paid to any one persons, said rule has not been violated to the 
best of my knowledge, though it was urged by Col. Wm. D. Stone, that I should furnish 
J udge Peter Martin with four hundred dollars in United States money. 

3d I nt.- Whether any officers of said bank have been guilty of any infraction of the 
charter of said bank by trading as joint copartners in the purchase and sale of slaves or 
merchandize. 

Ans.- Of my own knowledge I cannot say that there has been a violation of the char¬ 
ter of this bank, by the officers trading as copartners in the purchase and sale of salves or 
merchandize. 

4th I nt.- Whether any of the officers of said bank have been trading as copartners, or 
in any manner concerned in trade in the public funds, dividing profits resulting from trade 
in negroes, or any other species or property. 

Ans. I have no knowledge of any officer of this bank having used the public funds for 
his private use in trade or otherwise. 

5th. I nt.- Whether the usual accommodations have been extended by said bank, parti¬ 
cularly during the months of February and March last; if not what are the causes thereof ? 

Ans.- I find by reference to the books of this bank, that the business upon notes and 
bills of exchange during the months of February and March, have been to a larger amount 
by $36,771 41, than it was for the same time in 1836. 

6th I nt.- Whether any course of action adopted by the directory of said bank or other 
cause, has produced an unequal or unjust distribution of their accommodations? 

Ans- I do not believe that there has bee, intentionally, a rule or course adopted by 



this board to produce an unequal or unjust distribution of their accommodations. 

7th Int.- Wether the accommodations extended to directors of said bank have been 
extraordinarily large, compared with their solvency and ability to meet the same, or with 
the amounts granted to others equally solvent, and as fully entitled to participate in the 
benefits of said institution? 

Ans.- The accommodations extended to directors of this bank I do not conceive to be 
extraordinarily large; not larger than usual. As to their ability and solvency, I am una- 
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ble to determine, and it is out of my power to compare their ability and solvency with 
other dealers with this bank. 

8th Int.- Whether there has been an unusual and unnecessary number of suits insti¬ 
tuted against those indebted to the institution? 

Ans.- There has been an unusual number of suits instituted this year by this bank, but 
I cannot undertake to say that it was unnecessary for this bank to proceed against its 
debtors at the time she did. 

9th Int.- Whether any other abuses have been tolerated or practised in said bank? 

Ans.- I am not aware of any other abuses having been tolerated or practised in said bank 

The following questions where then proposed to Mr Comegys by mem¬ 
bers of the committee: 

By Mr Crabb: Do you know of any other officer of director of this bank, except the 
President, having drawn or caused to be drawn from said bank, specie for its paper, and 
if so, by whom, when and what amount? 

Ans.- Does not know of any officer having drawn specie from this bank; if any of them 
did, the amount was so small as not to attract his notice. 

By Mr Crabb. Have you heard any officer or director of this bank say or admit that 
he was or had been trading in negroes, and if so, who was he, and what had been, or was 
at that time, his accommodation or indebtedness to this bank. 

Ans.- Heard Col. Stone and Major Lewin admit they had put money into the hands 
of Charles W. Lewin, for the purpose of buying negroes, col. Stone had at that time 
no accommodation at this bank. Major Lewin's accommodation I do not now recollect; 
though it was not larger than usual. The usual accommodation of directors was $5,000 
in bills and $2,000 on a note. 

By Mr Crabb. You say you do not believe there has been intentionally a rule or 
course adopted by the board of this bank, to produce an unequal distribution of their ac¬ 
commodations: Has there ben any such rule? and if so, what is it? Explain fully its na¬ 
ture, the time adopted, &c. 

Ans.- Does not recollect there was any rule of the kind alluded in the question. If so 
it did not make the impression upon me that it would be unequal in its operation. 

By Mr Crabb. You say there has been a larger number of suits by the bank this year 
than usual. What reason was given for such a course? Was it ever urged that it was 
necessary to sue in order to hold the securities on notes and bills, or either, liable? If so, 
by whom was it so urged, and by whose legal opinion, if there was any legal opinion taken? 

Ans.- Does not know than any legal opinion was taken upon the propriety of the unu¬ 
sual number of suits. Recollects that Mr Wm. G. Parish urged the necessity of com¬ 
mencing suits to the first term after the maturity of the papers, to bind the securities. 

By Mr Mays, did Col. Stone draw these specie on his own account and for his own 
use, or did he act as the agent of some other person? 

Ans.- Col. Stone was the only party in the transaction as to the specie, know to me. 

By Mr Mays. Were you able or not, at the time, to have furnished Col. Stone with a 
check upon the north? 

Ans.- Was able, at that time, to have given a check for $9,750, to col. Stone. 

By Mr Mr Mays. Would you not have preferred furnishing a check, rather than pay the 
specie? Were you asked for a check? 

Ans.- Should have preferred giving a check rather than pay the specie. Was not 
asked for a check by Col. Stone. 

By Mr Mays. Have you or not, been since informed that Col. Stone was acting as the 
agent of another individual, and if so, when did you come in possession of that informa¬ 
tion? Was the fact communicated to the board, and if so, how long since? 

Ans.- Ever heard that Col. Stone was acting as the agent of another persons, until the 
meeting of the committee of the Senate on Friday night last. The fact of his being the 
agent of another was never communicated to the board to my knowledge. 

By Mr Gage. How long was said deposit made previous to the suspension of specie 
payments by this bank? 



Ans.- Said deposit was made one day before the suspension of specie payments by 
this bank. 

By Mr Gage. Has Col. Stone drawn said deposit, or any part thereof, from the bank 
since it was made, and if so, what amount and for what purpose? 

Ans.- Col. Stone has drawn from that special deposit $350. 

By Mr Kelly. Have you any knowledge of an agreement having existed between Wm. 
D. Stone, President of the State Bank, and Charles Lewin, Esq. touching a joint interest 
in any trade or speculation? or do you know of any agreement of copartnership between 
Wm. D. Stone and Chas. W. Lewin; if so, whether Chas. Lewin was likewise interest¬ 
ed, or any other officer of the bank? Do you know whether they have negotiated any 



81 


paper through the bank, to afford then capital to prosecute any joint enterprise or specu¬ 
lation or has any paper been negotiated which was the result of their sales or disposition 
of joint effects. 

Ans.-Heard Col. Stone say that there was an agreement between him and Major 
Lewin. Never heard of C. W. Lewin being connected with any officers other than 
those mentioned above. If any paper intended for the purposes set forth in the query, was 
ever negotiated in this bank, I do not know it; an accommodation was obtained by Chas. 

W. Lewin & Co. to not more than two or three thousand dollars. Do not know the in¬ 
dividuals composing said firm. 

By Mr Mays. Had Col. Stone obtained a discount immediately previous to the said 
deposit, or to the meeting of the Legislature; and if so, when and what amount? 

Ans.- Col. Stone had hd no accommodation at this bank previous to said deposit; has 
had a discount of $5,000 on a bill and $2,000 on a note previous to the meeting of the Le¬ 
gislature. These discounts were obtained on the 31st of May. 

By Mr Mays. Had you or not, on a previous occasion during the present year refused 
to take on special deposit an amount of specie drawn from the vaults of this bank, by an¬ 
other individual? 

Ans. I refused to take on special deposit $9,000 from a gentleman named Griffin, 
from Mobile, in May last. 

By Mr Shields. Have there been any suits commenced since the issuance of the Go¬ 
vernor's proclamation convening the Legislature? if so, was the institution os such suits 
deemed necessary to secure the debts? 

Ans.- No suits have been instituted by the bank since the 10th of May last, except in 
one instance in Bibb county, at the request of the securities. 

By Mr Oliver. Why did you discriminate between the President of this bank and Mr 
Griffin, in receiving the deposit of the one and refusing that of the other? 

Ans.-When Mr Griffin presented the notes of this bank to me and demanded specie, I 
asked him if no other funds, a check for instance, would anser his purpose, bu the in¬ 
sisted on being paid the specie; I did not therefore wish to accommodate him. When 
Col. Stone presented the notes for payment I felt astonished. Col Stone asked me to re¬ 
ceive the specie on deposit; I received it to accommodate the President of the bank. I 
believe that if the specie had been taken out, the excitement would have been much in¬ 
creased. 

By Mr Gage. Did you, when Col. Stone presented the paper of the Bank for payment, 
profer him any funds, other than the specie; if so, what was his reply, if any was made 

Ans.- When Col. Stone demanded the specie; I neither offered him, nor did he ask 
for a check or any other funds. 

No more questions being proposed to the witness on the part of the committee; the 
chairman informed Col. Stone, that he was now at liberty to question the witness: When 
it being suggested that Col. Stone desired time to prepare questions for the cross-examin¬ 
ation. On motion of Mr Crabb, the committee adjourned until 8 o'clock, to-morrow eve¬ 
ning. 

Directors Room, 8 o'clock, J une 27- The committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, Messrs. Moore, chairman, Mays, James Jamison and Burke of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Crabb, Kelly, Oliver and Gage of the House. The proceedings of the previous 
meeting, were then read. The examination of E. F. Comegys, Cashier, was resumed, 
and the following interrogations were propounded to him, by mr J amison of the Senate: 

1st. Do you know at what time, the co-partnership between Col. Stone and Major Lew¬ 
in commenced? 

Ans.- I do not. 

2d. When you speak of the accommodation of C. W. Lewin & Co. to what date do 
you go back? 

Ans.- The firm of C. W. Lewin & Co. has had accommodations in this Bank, for two 
years. 



3rd. You say you do not know who composes this firm. Is there not a standing rule 
of this board, that th individual names of firms shall be made known before any action on 
their paper? 

Ans.- There is a rule of the board, that the individuals composing a firm, should be 
known to the oard when they obtain a discount. The individuals composing the firm of 
C. W. Lewin & Co. may have been know to the board. 

4th. Your discount on notes or bills, in February and March last, are larger than at the 
same period last year. What was the relative amount of notes or bills. Will you furnish 
the committee, the amount of each Directors accommodations, since the present board 
went into office, and also the amount to which some ten or twelve out of the board has 
been accommodated, taking the heaviest accommodations that have been granted to in¬ 
dividuals not in the directory? 

6 
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Ans.- The amount of accommodations, now running to maturity, received form the 
Bank of the State of Alabama by the directors and others referred to in the query, are as 
follows: 

William D. Stone, President, $1000, J ohn Marrast $12000, J ohn Owen $9300, Wil¬ 
liam Simonton $32000, A. R. Ramsey $12000, C. Lewin $6860, C. Lewen for C. W. 

Lewin $3775, J. C. Wilson $17000, J. Cantley $10000, J .C. J ohnson $12000, Major 
Cook $12000, J oseph Lacy $12000, P. Donaldson 5500, (directors.) Persons not of the 
board-C.M. Conrow & Co. 2500, H.A. Snow & Co. $5875, J. O. Cummins & Co. 7500. 

James Hogan $3600, Battle & Miller $3000, Cummins P. & Co. $25000, Joel White 
$4700, Smith & March $6500, Mathew Duffle $18,426, R. Jamison jr. $6700. Cummins 
& Mason $6125, P.B. Healey $14,084, William G. Parish $7000. 

5th. Do you know of any funds received by Col. Stone, a short time previous to his 
drawing the specie? 

Ans.- Thinks Col. Stone received some funds by letter, but does not know how long 
before the deposite- thinks the amount was considerable. 

6th. Do you know or have you good cause to believe, that any officer or director has 
borrowed names of persons, whose paper has been discounted? 

Ans.- Does not know of any directors having borrowed the names of any other person 
or persons to be used at the bank. 

7th. Is there or was there not a rule of the board, allowing each member on each dis¬ 
count day, to call up a certain number of notes. If so, when adopted, how long continu¬ 
ed, and what was its extent and operation? 

Ans.- There has been such a regulation as the one referred to. It commenced in Feb¬ 
ruary and continue up to this day. The number calls is regulated by the amount which 
the board determines to discount. For instance; if the board determins to discount $60,000, 
each member, (the board consists of 12,) is allowed to call up pater to the amount of 
$5,000. Notes have not been taken up in their usual order the present season, the 
witness thinks that the board was prompted to this course, by the urgent and frequent ap¬ 
peals that were made to them by persons out of doors. 

The witness was then cross examined by Col. Stone, as follows: 

1st. I nt. You have stated that W. D. Stone has drawn out three hundred and fifty dol¬ 
lars of the special deposite. Will you state whether he has not drawn seven hundred dol- 
larsmore, and whether that amount was not paid in the notes of the bank to his check, 
and about what time? 

Ans.- Col. Stone drew the amount mentioned in the question; and $7 or 800, for which 
he received the paper of this Bank. 

2d I nt. Did not W. D. Stone exchange three hundred and fifty dollars of the special 
deposit, which you state he drew out, for paper, and without any premium or profit what¬ 
ever. Do you know whether he ha any time, sold or exchanged specie for paper at a 
premium! 

Ans.- Col. Stone did exchange the amount mentioned in the question, for paoer, 
which paper was handed to me. I do not know of Col. Stone having exchanged specie 
for paper at a premium. 

3d Int. During the late panic, did W. D. Stone, evince a determination to sustain the 
bank and continue specie payments, until the citizens of Tuscaloosa petitioned the board 
of directors, for a suspension, and until the board actually resolved to suspend specie pay¬ 
ments. 

Ans.- He did. 

4th I nt. Did not W. D. Stone in order to protect the specie in the vault, procure for 
this bank at par, in April last at Mobile, fifty thousand dollars in the United States Bank 
notes, which have been paid out by you generally in small sums at a premium of one and 
a half to three per cent, and has he not an all occasions, advised you to save the northern 
funds for the same purpose? 

Ans. Col. Stone did procure at par $50,000 in United States, paper, as stated in the 
question, and which was paid out as stated, and advised me as state. 



5th. Int. You say you refused to receive from Griffin on deposit, the $9,000 of specie, 
drawn by him. Do you not know that the president and directors of this bank, are bound 
by their charter, to receive money on deposit, and pay out to order free of expense? 

Ans.- Such are the words of the charter. 

6th I nt. Do you know of any law which prohibits two or more of the directors from 
being co-partners in the purchase of any species of property: If you do, please recite the 
words of the law? 

Ans.- Thinks that two members of a firm are not allowed to be directors, one in one 
bank, and the other in another. The words of the law are: "No person who is a director 
of any other bank, or co-partner of any such director, shall be eligible as president or di¬ 
rector of said bank." 
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7th Int. At the time W. D. Stone change the nine thousand, seven hundred and fifty 
dollars of te notes of this bank for specie, and made a special deposit of it, could not any 
individual at the same time, according to the charter and rules of this bank, have done 
the same thing ; and had you not on the same day (16 May,) paid out to individuals, a large 
amount in specie; please state about the amount you paid out on that day? 

Ans.- I n reply to this question, states that according to his construction of the charter, 
he does not think he would have been compelled to receive the specie on special deposit. 

On the day the deposit was made, about $15000 in specie, was paid out exclusive of the 
special deposit. 

8th Int. On what day did this bank, by a resolution of the board, suspend specie pay¬ 
ments? 

Ans.- The bank suspended specie payments on the 17th day of May. 

Mr J amison of the Senate further cross examined the witness, as follows: 

1st. Int. Was the United States money referred to in the 4th cross interrogation, pro¬ 
cured with the funds of this bank, or Col. Stone's individual funds? 

Ans.- The United States money referred to in th e4th question, was obtained with the 
funds of this bank, though no specific order to that effect was made by the board of direc¬ 
tors, yet Col. Stone's act was ratified and approved by the board. 

2d Int. Is there not a difference between a general and special deposit, and what dif¬ 
ference? 

Ans.- A difference has always been made between a special and general deposit; 
when a general deposit is made, the amount is placed to the credit of the depositor, in the 
books of the bank; when a special deposit is made, a certificate is given or credit is given 
upon the bank book of the depositor. A special deposit is never checked for in this bank. 

3rd Int. Col. Stone ask you in th e7th interrogation, if any individual might not have 
drawn the specie under the charter &c. Do you not know that on a former occasion, 
specie was drawn by an individual, and that his course was disapprobated by Co. Stone, 
as well as every other member of the board, and that in consequence of his drawing, the 
board refused to renew his note falling due about that time? 

Ans.- Recollect a case, (Mr Samuel Norsworthy,) having drawn an amount of specie, 
about the time of the appearance of the specie circular. His conduct was disapprobated 
by the whole board, and he was required to pay up his note in full. This occurred about 
the 1st of August; the note was renewable about that time. 

No farther interrogations being propounded the witness, on metion of mr J amison of the 
Senate, it was resolved, that each officer and director, have access to the interrogations 
or specifications, made out by the sub-committee, and be requested to make out full an- 
sweres to the subjects of inquiry therein contained by our next meeting, and then appear 
for the purpose of being qualified thereto. 

On motion of mr Crabb of the House, it was resolved, that the clerk be instructed to 
procure the services of some suitable person, to aid him in bringing up the journal of this 
committee, and the committee then adjourned until to-morrow, 8 o'clock. 

Director's Room, 8 o'clock, J une 25.- The committee met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present, mr Charman (Moore,) messrs. Mays, Burke, J amison, J ames, Fleming and 
Roberts of the Senate, and messrs. Patton, Crabb, Gage, Shields and Oliver of the House. 

The proceedings of the previous meeting were read. 

A communication from mr Roberts, of the Senate, was read by the chair, as follows: 

TUSCALOOSA, June 28, 1837. 

TO DAVID MOORE Esq. Chairman of Joint Committee: 

SIR- I desire that George S. Gaines and Doct. Morass, be summoned to attend and 
give testimony, this evening, before the joint examining committee, appointed to inquire 
into abuses &c. practiced in the State Bank. Respectfully, 

JAMES F. ROBERTS. 

On motion of mr J amison of the Senate, the communication was laid on the table. 

The examination of E. F. Comegys, Cashier of the Bank of the State of Alabama, 
was then resumed, and the following cross interrogation were proposed to him by Col. 



Stone: 

1st Int. You say in answer to third interrogatory propounded by mr Jamison, that Nors- 
worthy's conduct, in drawing specie from the bank about the 1st of August last, was dis¬ 
approved of by the whole board; was it the simple fact of drawing the specie, that was dis¬ 
approved of in mr Norsworthy, or was not rather his previous and subsequent attempts to 
create alarm in the public mind in relation to the bank and its ability to withstand the 
effects of the specie circular? 

Ans.- Thinks that the dissatisfaction on the part of the board towards mr Norsworthy, 
arose in the first instance from the fact of his having drawn specie from the bank. His 
subsequent conduce was calculated to provide the resentment of the board. 
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2d I nt. Was not the bank about the time of mr Norsworthy's draft, compelled to fur¬ 
nish considerable amounts of specie, to persons wishing to attend the lands sale at Pon¬ 
totoc; and was not a panic, which would cause a run on the bank, for that reason, greatly 
to be deprecated at that time? 

Ans.- A considerable amount of specie was drawn about that time. A panic or dis¬ 
trust of the ability of the bank would certainly have been deprecated. 

3d I nt. At the time Col. Stone exchanged the notes of the bank for specie, and left the 
specie with the bank on special deposit, was not the public mind highly excited, and that 
run upon the bank incessant, and could that transaction from its nature, have had any in¬ 
fluence in promoting the run for specie beyond the height it had then obtained? 

Ans.- The public mind was excited to a great extent, the run upon the bank was con¬ 
siderable. Had the public known that the specie was drawn by Col. Stone, the excitement 
would have been much greater. 

The witness was then further cross examined by mr J amison, as follows: 

1st Inst. Which would have created the greatest alarm, drawing specie by mr Nors- 
worthy or the drawing of specie by the President of the bank. 

Ans.- The drawing of specie by the President would doubtless have crated more alarm 
than such a course on the part of Mr Norsworthy. 

2nd I nt. - Was the run greater at the time Norsworthy drew, than when Col. Stone 
drew, was a panic then to be more deprecated than when Col. Stone made his draw, what 
was the relative amount of the sums drawn by Norsworthy and Co. Stone? 

Ans.- The run for specie on this bank was greater at the time Col. Stone made the de¬ 
mand than it was when Mr. Norsworthy did, and I believe a panic was as much or more to 
be deprecated at the time when Col Stone made the draw than when Mr Norsworthy drew. 
Mr Norsworthy drew eight or nine hundred dollars, and Col Stone drew $9,750. 

3d I nt.- Would you, as an officer of this bank, have drawn specie at the time and un¬ 
der the circumstances that Col. Stone did? 

when this question was propounded to the witness, objections being made thereto, on 
'motion, all persons not belonging to the committee were directed to withdraw for the 
committee room, and the question being taken upon the propriety of propounding the 
interrogatory to the witness, it was decided in the affirmative. The following members 
of the board of directors of this bank were then called and sworn as witnesses, namely, 
Messrs. Marrast, Owen, Lewin, Johnson, Cantley, Simonton, Wilson and Cook. Mr. 

Comegys was then recalled and the question objected to above was propounded to him, to 
which he answered as follows: 

Ans to 3d I nt.- He would not have drawn specie at the time and under the circum¬ 
stances that Col Stone did. 

Mr. Shields then proposed the following question. 

Quest.- Was the draft of specie by Col. Stone know to the community at large at 
the time? Was there any circumstance connected with the transaction which was cal¬ 
culated to expose it to the public? Did Col Stone or yourself make it know to the com¬ 
munity or to any one by whom it was made public, previous to the suspension of specie 
payments by the bank, could not any other individual have drawn the same amount of spe¬ 
cie at the same time? 

Ans.- The draw of Col Stone was not know to the public at the time it was made, 
there was no circumstance connected with the afar calculated to expose it to the public; 
it was not made known by him (Mr Comegys,) previous to the suspension. Does not 
think it was made known in any manner previous to said suspension. Any other individual 
could have drawn the specie at the same time. 

Quest, by Mr J amison.- If you had refused Col Stone, to take the specie on deposit as 
you did in the case of Griffin, would it not as likely have been known as Griffin's case, was 
not it one inducement with you to receive the specie drawn by Col Stone, on special de¬ 
posit to prevent its being publicly know; would you have taken the same from any one 
unconnected with the bank, on special deposit? 

Ans- If I had refused to take the specie from Col. Stone on special deposit, I think it 



would have been as likely to be known as in the case of Griffin, the desire the prevent its 
being know constituted one inducement to receive the specie of Col Stone on special 
deposit. I would not have taken the same on special deposit from any one unconnected 
with the bank. 

Question by Mr Shields.- Within the sphere of Mr Norsworthy's influence was his 
conduct calculated to effect the credit and interests of the bank? Did his object appear 
to be to prejudice the public mind against the bank? 

Ans.- It is possible that his conduct might have effected the interests and credit of the 
bank within the sphere of his influence. His object seemed to be to prejudice the public 
mind against the bank. 

Question by Mr J amison.- Would not the same amount drawn by any officer of the 
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bank, more especially the President, at that time have been more likely to produce a panic 
in the public mind? 

Ans.- A draw to the same amount and at the same time by any officer of the bank, 
would have been more likely to produce a panic than the conduct of Mr Norsworthy. 

Question by Mr Mays.- Had you any reason to think that the conduct of Mr Norswor¬ 
thy would produce a panic in the public mind? 

Ans.- I do not think that the conduct of Mr Norsworthy was calculated to produce a 
panic in the public mind. 

Question by Mr Crabb.- Do you are not believe that Mr Norsworthy course in draw¬ 
ing specie was caused by honest conviction of his rights, and not with a view to prejudice 
the bank unnecessarily? 

Ans.- It is difficult to say any thing as to his motives, he certainly had the right to draw 
the specie. From expressions made in the bank, his object seemed to be to prejudice 
those even where he had influence, against the bank, yet afterwards., when he came back 
to pay his note he remarked that he was joking, and thought the Cashier knew him well 
enough to know it. 

No further questions being proposed to the witness, he was then permitted to withdraw. 
Col. Stone applying to the committee for permission to inspect the answers of the wit¬ 
nesses to the interrogatories propounded to them to night. On motion of Mr J emison of 
the Senate, it was Resolved, that Col. Stone have access to the journals of this commit¬ 
tee, for the purpose of examining all the answers made by the witnesses to the interroga¬ 
tories propounded to them to night. Mr Marrast was then called as a witness, and in 
reply to the interrogatories propounded in the report of the sub-committee, he read the 
following answers, to wit: 

Ans. to Ques. No. 1.- It appears by the books of the bank as exhibited to me by the 
Cashier, (being absent myself from Tuscaloosa at the time,) that Col. Stone did, on the 
16th of May last, draw from the bank $9,750 in specie. I know of no other case farther 
than in the way of change. 

Ans. to Ques No. 2- I know of no case violating the rules of exchange, having taken 
place in this bank. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 3.-Of my own knowledge I know of no case of infraction of the 
charter by any of the officers of this bank, by trading as joint companies in purchasing of 
slaves or merchandise. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 4.- I am entirely ignorant of any such impropriety or trading in the 
public funds as is related in this interrogatory. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 5.- In my opinion the usual amount of accommodations were not 
uniformly and regularly granted during a part of February and March, as well as I retem- 
ber; the main reasons assigned for this was, that it was not proper to discount notes for the 
purpose of paying their bills, then maturing at the branch at Mobile; and to delay or sus¬ 
pend our discounts then in order to ascertain first, whether those bills would likely to be 
met or not; and further to create a specie or exchange fund at Mobile, but aggregately it 
was as large as usual as I believe. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 6.- The board of Directors always in my opinion, designed to grant 
an equal and just distribution of the favors of the bank but as no system or regulation for 
this purpose can give uniform satisfaction; hence some complaints were made on this 
matter, but I believe that the different counties have had so far, their relative proportion of 
accommodation, so far as I have been enabled to examine the books. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 7.- I believe that the accommodations to he directors at present 
is not as great or greater than is usual, but as compared to their solvency or ability to pay 
I cannot say. I am not prepared to answer this question as critically as I would desire, 
as it would be necessary to examine the books of the institution. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 8.-There has been necessarily, from the condition of the times, an 
unusual number of suits instituted, and the reason at the time was in order to hold the en¬ 
dorsers liable, by no improper delay in taking the legal steps. 

Ans. to Ques. No. 9.- I know of other abuses tolerated or practiced in this ban. 



Question by Mr Roberts. What do you know relative to the adoption of a resolution 
by the board of directors at Tuscaloosa, appointing an agent to repair to Mobile and to re¬ 
move the account or collections of the State Bank from the branch at Mobile. State all 
you know about it, and particularly whether your President, Wm. D. Stone, did not in¬ 
form the board of directors that he had reasons to consider the funds of the State unsafe in 
said branch bank, inasmuch as he was advised that it would fail or suspend, and that he 
was also advised that the Mobile Bank would not. Also state whether it was not upon 
the faith of his statements as above, that the board passed the resolution as above alluded 
to. Also state, whether such a course on the part of the State Bank was not calculated 
to destroy the confidence of the public in one of our principal State institutions, and to 
sacrifice the interests of the State. 
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Ans.- Soon after Col. Stone's return from his visit to Mobile with the Governor, at a 
meeting of the board of directors of ths bank, he intimated the propriety of removing our 
business and means from the branch bank at Mobile, for the reasons, in his opinion, that 
that branch would certainly suspend specie payments; and recommended the propriety of 
placing the same in the Mobile Bank, and expressed great confidence that the Mobile 
Bank would hold out, or not suspend. This opinion he entertained from the information 
he acquired while he was in Mobile. On those representations to the board here, the re¬ 
solution referred to was drawn up and adopted, and it was made my business to proceed to 
Mobile, charged with the duties embraced in the resolution as appears on the minutes, 
and for further information on this subject the minutes will furnish. As to the effects of 
the course adOopted by this bank upon the credit and standing of the branch at Mobile, un¬ 
der all the circumstances and state of the times, I cannot say certainly, as general distrust 
and alarm seemed to exist in relation to all our banking institutions. 

On motion of Mr J amison, it was, Resolved, that the resolution referred to above, in the 
answer of Mr Marrast, be spread upon the journals of this committee. 

Extract from the minutes of the board of directors of the bank of the State of Alabama: 

"Resolved, That Dr. John Marrast be and he is hereby authorised and requested to visit 
Mobile, forthwith, and receive from the branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama at Mo¬ 
bile, all the bank notes of this bank on hand in said branch, and send the same up in the 
iron chest, and in the event of a suspension of specie payments on the part of that institu¬ 
tion, he is hereby authorised to receive from said branch bank all bills of exchange belong¬ 
ing to this bank, running to maturity, and deposit the same in the bank of Mobile for col¬ 
lection; provided, said Bank of Mobile may not have suspended also, and in that event, 
that he be authorised to hold said bills and present them as they become due at said 
branch bank for payment, and advise this bank of his acts." 

1st Question by mr Shields. Was the adoption of the resolution by this board, at this 
bank, known to the community at the time? 

Ans.- I cannot say that it was known to the community at the time, as I embarked in 
a boat immediately after the adjournment of the board. 

2d Question by Mr Shields. Did Col. Stone make the representation upon which you 
say the resolution was founded, in a public manner, or in a manner calculated to destroy 
the public confidence in the solvency of the branch bank at Mobile? 

Ans.- Col. Stone's statement as to the branch bank at Mobile, were made at the board; 

I did not hear him make them out of doors. 

Question by mr Crabb. In your answer to the 8th question propounded to you, you 
say that the suits were deemed necessary in order to hold the endorsers bound; on what 
ground was such an opinion founded, was any legal opinion to that effect before the board, 
directly or indirectly; if so, from whom was such opinion obtained, through whom; and 
was that opinion urged before the board, if so, by whom? 

Ans.- Some member of the board, (witness thinks perhaps it was mr Parish) urged the 
necessity of commencing suits, with the view of binding the endorsers upon bills and notes. 

Question 1st by mr Roberts. If the branch bank at Mobile had been in danger of fail¬ 
ure as stated by your President, was it not his duty as the presiding officer of this bank, 
to have afforded support and relief to that bank, instead of crippling her operations by the 
withdrawal of the collection, which change and withdrawal must necessarily have be¬ 
come public. 

Ans.- I do not know that the change of the business of this bank from one to another 
would necessarily impair the credit of the bank from which the business was taken. I 
think it was the duty of Col. Stone as the presiding officer of this bank to have afforded 
relief to the branch bank at Mobile, if such could be done. 

Question 2d by mr Roberts. Had you any reasons to believe that the branch bank at 
Mobile would not have paid over any collections which it might make for your bank? 

Ans.- I had no reasons to think that the branch bank would not have paid over any 
collections it might have made for this bank. 

Question 3d by Mr Roberts.- Had you acted in obedience to the resolution in the event 



of suspension on the part of the Mobile Bank what funds would you have received? Would 
you have refused the notes of that branch bank? 

Ans.- If I had acted in obedience to the resolution adopted by the board, I would not 
have refused the notes of the branch bank at Mobile. 

Question by Mr J amison.- Is there, or has there been, a rule in your board authorizing 
each member on each discount day to call up notes to a certain amount, or certain num¬ 
ber. If any such rule when adopted, and what will be or has been its effects. Does it 
not in many cases produce favoritism, by enabling the directory to serve their immediate 
friends to the exclusion of others? Has it, or may it not operate favorably to bank a- 
gents? 

Ans.- There is a rule of the kind referred to. The rule arose from the peculiar and un- 
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precedented condition of things out of doors. The effects have been injurious, and it will 
be changed this week. It certainly does enable directors to accommodate their favorites, 
to the exclusion of others. Does not doubt its operation has been favorable to bank a- 
gents. Thinks that if the rule had not been abused it would have answered the purpose 
of its institution. 

Question 2d by Mr Jamison.- What effects do you think bank agencies have. Are 
they favorable or otherwise to the just and equal distribution of the accommodations of the 
bank. 

Ans.- Thinks that if the bank agencies have any influence they are injurious. They 
have more or less influence at the board. 

Question 3d by Mr J amison- Has a long existing rule of your board, requiring that a 
member leave the board when his own paper is called, been in any way changed and 
what has been the effects of such change upon the deliberations of the board. 

Ans.- The rule referred to exists now; it is always observed by the witness and some 
others. Others think it unnecessary and therefore do not strictly observe it. 

No further questions being proposed to the witness, on motion the committee adjourned 
until 8 o'clock to-morrow morning, to meet at the Conference Hall at the Capitol. 

Conference Hall, Thursday morning, 8 o'clock, J une 29- Committee met pursuant to 
adjournment.- Present, Messrs. Chairman, (Moore) Burke, Mays, J amison, Roberts, 

Fleming and James of the Senate; and Messrs Crab, Kelly, Gage, Potton, Shields, Oliver 
and May of the House. On motion of Mr J amison, the reading of the proceedings of the 
previous meeting was dispensed with. The examination of witnesses was resumed, J ohn 
Owen was called as a witness and in reply to the interrogatories propounded in the report 
of the subcommittee, made the following answers: 

Ans. 1st.- Col. Stone informed me he had drawn specie for a friend but the did not 
name the amount or the persons. Further than this, I have no knowledge of any officer of 
the bank drawing specie except in small amounts from the convenience of change. 

Ans. 2d.- There has been no departure from the rule of the Bank regulating ex¬ 
change, that has come my knowledge. 

Ans. 3d.- If any officer or director has violated the charter of the bank in any way, or 
in any kind of trafic, I have no knowledge of the fact. 

Ans. 4.- Same as the third. 

Ans. 5.- the discounts up to the present date, have been as large as in any proceding 
year since my connection with the bank, during the months of February and March 
were not as liberal as I think they ought to have been: the reasons urged in opposition 
to my views, that it was contrary to baking usages to discount notes to pay bills, and 
that such a course would exhaust the means on which we depend for specie and northern 
funds. 

Ans. 6.- The rules adopted for the distrubution of discounts have not been uniform, but 
have always I believe been framed with a view to equalise the distribution of discounts as 
far as practicable, according to the population, wealth and situation of the different coun¬ 
ties dealing with this bank. 

Ans. 7th.- The accommodation of directors has not in my opinion been larger than 
usual, and I believe all will be able to pay their debts contracted with this bank. I n some 
cases, other individuals are liable for a much larger amount than most of the directory. 

Ans. 8th.- There have been more suits this year than usual, the reasons is the many 
failures on the part of the bank debtors to meet their engagements and the board cannot 
delay suit beyond the first court, without releasing endorsers from their liability, and 
jeopardising a large amount of the bank debts. 

Ans. 9th.- There may be other abuses, but as there is no positive evidence which has 
come to my knowledge, I am not prepared to affirm or deny. No known abuse has been 
tolerated; a small legislative enactment might guard one point from which abases might 
possibly arise. 

Question by Mr Mays.- You state that Col. Stone informed you that he draw the spe¬ 
cie for a friend; please state when he informed you of the fact and whether or not he told 



you the name of the friend for whom he alledged he drew the specie. 

Ans. He did not inform me of the name of the person. He informed me of the draw a 
day or two after the introduction of of the resolution of inquiry into the House of Represent- 
tatives. 

Question by Mr Crabb.- What effect do you think bank agencies have upon the just 
and equal distribution of the accommodations of the bank? 

Ans.- Doubts whether bank agents when connected with directors, would be favorable 
to a just and equal distribution of the accommodations of the bank. 

Question 2d by Mr Crabb.- Do you know of such influence operating on the board of 
directors of this bank? 

Ans.- Knows of no such influence. 
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On motion the witness was permitted to withdraw, and J ohn C. J ohnson was called 
and in reply to the interrogatories of the subcommittee answered as follows: 

1st.- I know of no officer or director drawing any specie from ths bank, except to an¬ 
swer the ordinary purposes of change. I have been told by the cashier that the day pre¬ 
vious to the suspension of specie payments, the president of this bank drew $9,750 and 
made a special deposite of the same. Col. Stone afterwards told me that he had drawn it 
for a friend in order to retain in bank what would otherwise have been drawn and carried 
off; and if the bank would give northern funds that the specie would be retainted, which 
I took for granted to be the fact. 

2d. As far as I know, the rule adopted by the board, in relation to exchange, has been 
generally adhered to. No attempt has been made on the part of any officer or director of 
this bank, to deviate from the rule in relation to exchange, so as to give advantages to 
one individual more than the community in general. 

3d. I know of my own knowledge, of no such co-partnership existing or having existed, 
between any officer or directors of this bank. 

4th. I have no knowledge of the facts referred to in the query. 

5th. I believe that the discounts up to this time, are as large or larger, than they usu- 
aly have been in this bank. The discounts in the month of February were very small. 

The reasons urged by sone of the members of the board, was that it was not usual to dis¬ 
count notes to pay bills then maturing; that the bank would be in great need of all the funds 
they could get in Mobile, to procure specie with. In the month of March, I believe the 
discount was about as usual. 

6th. I believe the board have adopted no rule that is unequal or unjust, as far as I know 
they have made their discounts as general as possible, since the first of April. 

7th. I believe there has been an ununsual number of suits; for what reasons I cannot 
tell, as I left home about the time the papers were given out for suit. 

8. I believe the accommodations of the Directors have not been unusually large in pro¬ 
portion to their business. 

9. If any abuses are practised in this bank they are unknown to me. 

Question by Mr shields.- At what time did Col Stone inform you that he had drawn 
the specie? 

Ans.- A day or two subsequent to the introduction of the resolution of the enquiry. 

Question by Mr Crabb.- Do you know of any abuse in obtaining accommodations in 
this bank, in one individual's name, for the use and benefit of any director or officer of this 
bank, or other person. 

Ans.- I do not. The witness then withdrew, and Charles Lewin being called, made 
answer as follows: 

1st. Of my own knowledge I know of no one that has drawn specie from the bank, ex¬ 
cept I have myself drawn some $25 or $30 at different times for change. And at difer- 
ent times during the last six months I have deposited from $500 to $1000; which has 
been checked out and paid in State Bank notes. 

2d. I don't know why. 

3d and 4th. Some time in J une or J uly, 1836, C. W. Lewin went on to the east to purchase 
some negroes for himself and me, and previous to his starting, Col. Stone asked me when he 
(Charles) would start. I answered him that he would start in the morning. He stated that he 
should like to have some more negroes; that he was settling a plantation in Mississippi, and lacked 
some hands; and he wished to know if Charles would purchase some negroes for him. I answer¬ 
ed that I did not know, but I would send Charles to see him, and in about two or three hours 
Charles told me that he had agreed to take $5000 for Col. Stone, and purchase him some negroes. 
I then advised Charles to have an article between him and Col. Stone, drawn in such a manner as 
to make Col. Stone pay his proportion of any negro or negroes that might die, and an article to 
that amount was signed by Col. Stone, Charles and myself. As well as I recollect, I think no pa¬ 
per was discounted by the Bank for Col Stone, about that time- but a reference to the books will 
more fully show. I had discounted about the time Charles started, paper to the amount of $2500 
or $3000, which was for the purpose of sending by Charles to purchase negroes for my own use. 



After Charles returned with the negroes, Col. Stone observed that they were so high, he would 
prefer that he would sell them. 

5th. It was thought best by the board not to discount until they had heard from the bills 
running to maturity. 

6th. Not as I recollect. 

7th. I don't think the accommodations to Directors have been extraordinarily large, compared 
with their ability to pay. I am at a loss to answer the balance of the interrogatory, for I am not 
certain that I understand it. 

8th. The opinion of the Board was, that suits must be brought to the first time of the court, 
after the note became due, or the securities would be released, and from the fact that the debtors 
of the bank did not make payment as punctually as heretofore, there was perhaps a larger num¬ 
ber of suits instituted. 

9th. Not of my knowledge. 
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Question by Mr Crabb for W. D. Stone.- If you know, please state who compose the firm of 
C. W. Lewin & Co., is, or not, Col. Stone a member of that firm? 

Ans.- Col. Stone was not a member of that firm- Wm. F. Cleaveland and Geo. Huggins, are 
the other members of the firm. 

By Mr Crabb.- How and from whom did the Board derive the opinion that suits must be broth 
to the first term, in order to hold the securities and endorsers liable? 

Ans.- thinks that impression was derived from Col. Stone and mr Paris. 

The witness then withdraw, and James C. Wilson was called, and made answer as follows: 

1st. Don't know that any officer of this Bank has drawn specie (except for change) only from 
rumor. 

2d. No such facts have come to my knowledge. 

3d. Knows nothing of the facts referred to in the query, save from rumor. 

4th. Same as above. 

5th. The usual accommodations were not granted by the Bank in the month of February. I 
thought she was able, though a lawful number of the Board thought otherwise, and it was not 
done. The month of March I was absent. 

6th. I do not know that such was the effect of any rule adopted by the Board. 

7th. Please refer to the accounts of the Directors, all their liabilities I believe will be promptly 

met. 

8th. I can't say that there has been an unusual or unnecessary number of suits brought by the 

Bank. 

9th. I know of no abuses practised or tolerated in this Bank. 

The witness then withdrew, and Major Cook being called, made answer to the interrogatories 
of the sub-committee, substantially the same as those given by the last witness. The committee 
then adjourned to met to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 

Conference Hall, Friday morning, 11 o'clock, 30th J une, 1837.- The committee met pursu¬ 
ant to adjournment. Present, messrs Chairman, (Moore) burke and J emison of the Senate, and 
messrs Crabb, Shields, Gage, Oliver, Scott ofj. M., Mays and Kelly. 

A communication (added below) was read by the chair from Peter Donaldson, a Director of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama. Whereupon, mr Gage offered the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, Mr Donaldson has not been sworn before this committee. Be it therefore Resolved, 
that his communication be laid upon the table; adopted. 

On motion of Mr Oliver, Resolved, that the proceedings of the joint committee of both Houses 
of the General Assembly of Alabama, be reported by their respective chairmen to their respective 
Houses, and that they report, that inasmuch as the shortness of the session, and the impossibility 
of obtaining all the information which might have been obtained, precludes the possibility of pre¬ 
paring a report, at length, growing out of the investigation of said committee, and that said inves¬ 
tigation as far as it has gone, be spread upon the journals of both Houses. And the joint com¬ 
mittee then adjourned. DAVID MOORE, Ch'n. of the J oint Com. on the State B'k. 

T.J. BURKE, Clerk Joint Com. 

Communication of Peter Donaldson, referred to above: 

TUSCALOOSA, Alabama, J une 30th, 1837. 

To the sub-committee to which was referred various resolutions touching the conduct of the Di¬ 
rectors and other officers, &c. and other subjects of the Bank of the State of Alabama: 

GENTLEMEN: Having no knowledge whatever, touching any of the specific interrogatoires con¬ 
tained in your communications, and having no knowledge of misconduct on the part of any Offi¬ 
cer of Director in any of the particulars referred to, or any other matter to which your communca- 
tion might relate, I hope I shall be pardoned for making a general answer, without noticing the in¬ 
terrogatories separately. You will receive this as a denial on my part, of any information what¬ 
ever on the subject. With great respect, 

PETER DONALDSON. 

To the chairman of the J oint Committee on the State Bank present. 

The House received the following message from the Governor, by Mr C. C. Clay, 
jr. his private secretary- Mr Speaker: His excellency has on this day approved 
and signed the following bills, which originated in the House of Representatives, viz: 



an act to form a company of militia with a less number of privates than forty, in the 
county of Franklin ; an act to extend for the period of ten years, the privileges of 
J esse Lett, to keep a bridge over Dog River, in Mobile county; an act to compen¬ 
sate E. P. Brown, for apprehending and bringing to justice Robert Curry, charged 
with murder; an act to incorporate the town of New Market, in Madison county; an 
act making appropriations for he payment of claims against the State; an act to au¬ 
thorise Thomas Longacre and Thomas Carguile to erect mills on Crow creek, in 
J ackson county, and for other purposes; an act to provide for the payment of the 
members of the present General Assembly, and for other purposes ; an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to establish a branch of the Bank of the State of Alabama at 
Huntsville, in Madison county, and to increase the capital stock of the branch of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama at Decatur, passed J anuary 10th, 1835. 
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The House received the following message from the Senate, by mr Connor their 
secretary - Mr Speaker: The Senate disagree to the amendment of the House to 
the bill to suppress the use of Bowie knives. 

Ordered, that the House insist on their amendments to the bill to suppress the use 
of Bowie knives, and that the clerk acquaint the Senate thereof. 

Mr Campbell from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they have exam¬ 
ined and find correctly enrolled, the following bills and joint resolution: an act com¬ 
pensating Merriman Pounds for public services; an act to raise salary for the judge 
of the county court of Dallas county; preamble and joint resolutions of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the State of Alabama. 

Mr Smith of M. made the following report, viz: The committee on enrolled bills 
have examined and find correctly enrolled, a bill of the following title, to wit: an act 
to amend an act to incorporate the Cahawba and Marion Rail Road Company. 

Mr Campbell from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that they have exam¬ 
ined and find correctly enrolled, an act to incorporate the Tallassee Bridge Company. 

I, David Moore, a member from the county of Madison, availing myself of the constitutional right 
of giving my reasons for the vote I gave against spreading on the journals, the letter from Col. 

William D. Stone. I have perfect knowledge, as chair of that committee, whose duty it was, 
on application to issue subpoenas, that no application was ever made to me by Col. Stone or any 
other persons for him; to subpoena any witness whatsoever. And further, if I had been applied to, 

I should have issued subpoenas for as many witnesses as he might have wished. If that letter had 
not reflected upon the committee unjustly, and had only requested the suspension of the public 
mind until he could have been fully heard, I should not have withheld such an act of justice, but 
would have voted for spreading it on the journals with pleasure. DAVID MOORE. 

The following message was received from the Senate by their secretary, Mr Con¬ 
nor - Mr speaker: The Senate have passed a bill to compensate the Secretary of 
State for copying the acts and journals of the present session, and ask the concur¬ 
rence of the House of Representatives. 

The bill from the Senate to compensate the Secretary of State for copying the acts 
and journals of the present session was read, and the rule requiring bills to be read 
on three several days was dispensed with, and it was read a second time forthwith, 
and referred to a select committee consisting of messrs Posey, Cottrell and Davis 
of A. 

The committee on enrolled bills reported that they have examined, and find cor¬ 
rectly enrolled, an act to change the time of holding the county courts of Chambers 
county ; and an act to authorise the Secretary of State to distribute certain books 
therein named. 

The following message from the Senate, was received by mr Connor, their secreta¬ 
ry- Mr Speaker: The Senate concur in the amendments of the House, to the bill to 
suppress the use of Bowie knives; also, they concur in the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives to the bill to compensate the Secretary of State. 

Mr Puckett's resolution to appoint a committee to wait on his Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor was called up and adopted. Messrs Moore. Smith of W. and Slaughter were 
appointed said committee on the part of this House. 

Mr Moore from the committee on the State Bank, to whom was referred the bil 
from the Senate, entitled an act regulating the mode of discounting notes in the Bank 
of the State of Alabama and it several branches, having had the same under con¬ 
sideration, reported the same back without amendment, which was read a third time, 
and there not being a quorum of the House present, the bill was not further acted 
upon. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by mr Connor their secre¬ 
tary- Mr Speaker: The Senate concur in the resolution of the House, proposing a 
committee to wait on the Governor, and inform him that the two Houses have gone 
through all their business, and are ready to adjourn, and have appointed messrs Smith, 

Musgrove and Hudson, on the part of the Senate. 



The committee on enrolled bills, reported that they have examined and find correct¬ 
ly enrolled, bills of the following titles, viz: an act to repeal an act incorporating the 
town of J acksonville, in the county of Benton: and an act to compensate the Secre¬ 
tary of State for copying and superintending the printing the acts and journals of the 
present session of the General Assembly, and for other purposes. 
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The following message was received from the Governor, by mr C. C. Clay, jr. his 
private secretary- Mr Speaker: His Excellency has on this day approved and signed 
the preamble and joint resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Alabama in General Assembly convened, which originated in the House 
of Representatives. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by mr Connor their secre¬ 
tary - Mr Speaker: The Senate have gone through their business, and are now ready 
to adjourn sine die. 

The committee appointed to wait on his Excellency the Governor, made the fol¬ 
lowing report: The committee appointed on the part of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, to act with such committee as might be appointed on the part of the Senate to 
wait on his Excellency the Governor, and inform his that the two Houses were not 
ready to adjourn sine die, if he had no further communications to make, reported, 
that they have discharged the duties assigned them, and received for answer, that he 
had no further communication to make, which was laid on the table. 

The following message from the Governor, was received by mr C. C. Clay, jr. his 
private secretary- Mr Speaker: The Governor has this day approved and signed the 
following bills, which originated in the House of Representatives, to wit: an act to 
raise a salary for the judge of the county court of Dallas county ; an act to compen¬ 
sate Merriman Pounds for public services; and an act to incorporate the Tallassee 
Bridge Company. 

Mr Smith of Madison offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted: Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this House are due, and are 
hereby tendered to the Honorable Arthur P. Bagby, for the above and impartial manner 
in which he has discharged the very arduous duties of the chair, during the present 
session of the Legislature, now about to close. 

Mr Speaker then rose from his chair, and addressed the House as follows: 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

After a short session of unusual interest, owing to the great and interesting subject, submitted to our 
consid¬ 
eration, the period for our political dissolution is again t hand, and I beg leave to renew to you, the 
assurance 

of the lasting obligations I am under to you, not only for the honor originally conferred; not only for the 
cordial 

and unyielding support, I have uniformly received in the discharge of the duties of the Chair; but more 
expecial- 

ly for the kind and flattering terms in which you have been pleased to refer to my public conduct, in the 
reso¬ 
lution before me. I ndeed it is impossible for any one who has witnessed the proceedings of the pressent 
session, 

to resist the conclusion, that in a body, the members of which are distinguished for assiduity and diligence in 
labor, and for moderation, decorum and dignity in debate, the duties of the presiding officer, are merely 
nomin, 

al; and that the members of this House are eminently entitled to that character, I bear the most willing 
testimony- 

It is impossible, gentlemen, to contrast the s ate of things, which existed at the close of our last session, 
with that 

which now prevails, without being most forcibly struck with the extreme mutability, of all human affairs. At 
that time, one unvarying scene of boundless prosperity, abundance and happiness, played in pleasing 
prospec¬ 
tive before us, without one speck even in distant horizon, to case the slighest shade over this delightful pros¬ 
pect. At this time, owing to one of those great and sudden revulsions, which human sagacity could not 
foresee, 

and against which human prudence cannot always guard; that scene has sadly changed, and pecuniary 
embar- 



rassment hands like a dark cloud over a large portion of the community. I indulge the hope however, that 
the 

measure we have adopted, with so much unanimity, will meet our most sanguine expectations, and have the 
effect of relieving those who are looking to the result of our deliberations, with the most ardent solicitude. 

I n looking through the distant lapse of future years, it is impossible for me to foretell what destiny 
awaits the 

members of this House. But I will not dismiss from my heart, the pleasing expectation, that they will individ¬ 
ually be rewarded in proportion to their zeal, integrity, ability, patriotism and virtue, that they will long con¬ 
tinue to enjoy the confidence of a just and enlightened people, which they so justly merit; and in conclusion, 

I 

fervently beseech the Great Author of our Being, to bless each one of them, with a long life on the one hand 
and 

honor and riches on the other. I now pronounce this House adjourned, sine die. 

A.P. BAGBY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

G.B. FRIERSON, Clerk of the House of Representatives. 



